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Philofaphical T: van factions of the Royal Society of London. Vol. 
EXXIIL. Part I, For.the Year 1783. 410. 78.6d. L. Davis. 


HERE are few cireumftances fo interefting, or difcove- 
ries fo furprifing, in this part of the annual volume of 
the Society, as to induce us to purfue the feveral articles with 
minutenefs. Inftead of a particular account of the Georgium 
fidus in thefe Tranfa€tions, Mr. Herfchel is contented with 
little more than a conteft about its name ; and the refpeétable 
obfervations of fir William Hamilton have been already pub. 
lifhed in every newfpaper:—But we mutt attend to particulars. 
Article I. A Letter from William Herfchel, Efg.. F. R. 9, 
—Mr. Herfchell, in this Letter, propofes: that the new planet 
be called the Georgium fidus. He thinks it fearcely allow- 
able, that we fhould have recourfe to the heathen mythology 
for a name, which the era of the difcovery would better fup- 
ply. We have already propofed the name of Neptune, merely ~ 
to preferve fome confiftency in the appellations of the planets, 
though the fubje&’ is. of Iittle confequence. We can howé 


ever inform Mr. Herfchell, that it is highly probable his own 


name will, in future ages, diftinguifh it’; and he will have thé 
honour of being the only mortal who amon with the gods. 
« Inter fidera fidus aureum.’ 

Article II. On the Diameter and Magnitude of the 
Georgium Sidus ; with a Defcription of the dark and lucid 
Difk and Periphery Micrometers. By William Herfchel, 
Efg. F. R. S.—This article is much more important. The 
ingenuity and fimplicity of our author’s coatrivances con- 
ftantly engage our attention, and excite our admiration, In 
Vor LV. Feb. 1784. G the 
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the prefent inftance, he ufed his lamp micrometers, formerly 
defcribed ; and imitated the fize of the planet by lights placed 
behind oiled paper, fixed to circles of pafte-board of different 
diameters, From various trials, with a due regard to every 
circumftance which could influence the appearances, Mr. 
Herfchel found, that the diatieter of the new planet could 
‘not ‘ well be lefs, nor much larger than about four feconds.’ 
From this, compared with Mr. De La Lande’s obfervations, 
he thinks that its real diameter muft be between four or five 
times that of the earth. We need not fuggeft to our aftro- 
nomical readers, the very remote fituation of this planet, even 
from one with which, in confequence of its diftance, we 
have hitherto little conneétion, viz. Saturn. This, while it 
elevates.the mind with the amazing extent of a fingle, perhaps 
inconfiderable fyftem, will fill it with aftonifhment, to per- 
ceive with what rigorous exattnefs we are able to trace the 
paths of its remoteft attendant. We-may add, though not in 
the prefent article, that its orbit is nearly circular; and that 
hitherto no fatellites have been found to attend it. -It is how- 
ever probable, that if they had equalled in fize thofe of Sa- 
turn, they would have been difcovered by the powerful and 
accurate inftruments employed in the fearch. 

Article III. Conclufion of the Experiments and Obferva- 
tions concerning the attraétive Powers of the Mineral Acids. 
By Richard Kirwan, Efq. F. R.S.—As we have declined en- 
tering into a detail of Mr. Kirwan’s experiments, when they 
were lefs intervfting, it is not eafy to do it now they are more 
valuable. Chemical facts cannot be properly abridged ; and 
the beft analyfis is, in fuch cafes, a fimple narration of the 
more important conclufions. We muft be content with men- 
tioning, that the obfervations on elective attraétions are new, 
and apparently juft. They folve, in a great degree, the con- 
fufion which different experiments, in different .circumftances, 
have contributed to produce, and we fhould with pleafure fee 
them extended to the various objeéts of this fcience. 

. Article IV. A Defcription of a Species of Sarcocele of a 
moft aftonifhing fize in a Black Man in the Ifland of Senegal ; 
with fome Account of its being an endemial Difeafe in the 
Country of Galam. By J. P. Schotte, M. D.—This dread- 
ful difeafe is almoft unparalleled in the annals of medicine. 
The whole mafs, Dr. Schotte thinks, muft have been two feet 
and a half long, and eighteen inches in diameter. It feemed 
entirely flefhy ; and ulcers formed, and were cured on: it, as 
.on any other part. . When the organ affected is. confidered, 
thefe circumftances will appear aftonifhing ; and it is more fo, 
to find that there is a country in which it is endemic, attached 
te 
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to. greatnefs and dignity; perhaps to check the withes of the 
ambitious, or curb the turbulence of the factious. Our au- 
thor’s.account of the diforder is plain, and apparently faith- 
ful, though extraordinary. He is lefs fatisfattory when he 
endeavours to trace the caufes; but who can account, with 
accuracy, for endemic diforders? The fwelling throat in the 
inhabitants of the Alps is equally inexplicable with the far- 
cocele of the Bambara nation. Each perhaps are conneéted 
with fome peculiar circumftances of the ftamina, which we 
talk of with facility, but whofe nature we have not yet been 
able to comprehend. 

Article V. A Defcription of a new Conftruétion of Eye- 
giaffes for fuch 'Telefcopes as may be applied to Mathematical 
Inftruments. By Mr. Ramfden.—The great errors of eye- 
glaffes arife from their fpherical figure, and from the different 
refrangibility of light. The manner in which they have been 
hitherto corrected is frequently inconvenient, when the tele- 
{cope is ufed with a micrometer, or with any mathematical in- 
ftrument ; fo that Mr. Ramfden has been well employed in in- 
veftigating a different method. ‘The great fource of error 
arifes from the latter circumftance, by which the object _ap- 
pears coloured: the other caufe is more trifling. Sir Ifaac 
Newton has obferved, that a body which appears coloured 
when looked at through a prifm, is more acromatic, in pro- 
portion to the vicinity of the body to the glafs. Mr. Ramf- 
den therefore thought, that by bringing a plano-convex glafs 
near to the object, or rather the image formed by the object- 
glafs, that the colours would be lefs apparent. It will how- 
ever be obvious, that the rays of light coming from the lens 
will diverge fo much as to occafion indiftiné& vifion, unlefs 
again collected by another lens ; but by the union of thefe two 
glaffes, he has fully obtained the defired effect. He finds alfo, 
that by the fame means he obviates, in a great degree, the 
error which arifes from the fpherical figure ; but for his reafons 
we mutt refer to.the diagram. The improvement chiefly con- 
fifts in placing the lens near the object, inftead of its ufual 
place in the focus; and in correéting the aberrations by a 
_plano-convex glafs, inftead of thofe of other figures. The 
contrivance is fimple; but it does not, on that account, merit 
lefs of our attention and applaufe. 

Article VI. Account of feveral Lunar Iris. By Marma- 
duke Tunftall, Efq. F.R.S.—Thefe lunar iris were remark- 
able for their diftin@tnefs and duration. That which occurred 

-on the 18th of Odober 1782, lafted near five hours. 

Article VII. Account of an Earthquage. By. John 
Lloyd, Efq.—This earthquake was obferved in Wales on the 


G2 5th 











84 Philofophical Tranfadions. Vol, LXXIII. Part I. 


sth of Odober 1782; but attended with no pecaliar circum- 
ftances to attract attention. 
- Article VIII. An Account of a new Eudiometer. By 
Mr. Cavendifh, F.R.S.—The eudiometer contrived by the 
abbé Fontana was, in Mr. Cavendifh’s opinion, more accu- 
rate than the common inftruments, becaufe the added air rofe 
flowly in the tube, and the whole might be fhaken before the 
different airs came in contact. By this means the diminution 
was not only greater, but more fudden than in any other me- 
thod, becaufe the water in contact abforbed the acid. By 
Mr. Cavendifh’s improved apparatus, the acid is added.in 
fingle bubbles, and the eudiometer is fhaken, during the whole 
addition, fo as'to produce the former effect more completely. 
The diminution he alfo examines by weighing the air in water, 
which he thinks more accurate than the method of Mr. Sauf- 
fure, who weighed it in air. The difference however appears 
to be very trifling. 
- The defcriptions of the different methods of érial cannot be 
eafily abridged. It is of more importance to obferve, that 
the water ufed in the various experiments on the nature of air, 
greatly influences the refults; fo that there is little depend- 
ence on all thofe which have been hitherto tried. Indeed, 
from Mr. Cavendith’s. experiments, the air at Kenfington and 
London, as well as the air in different weathers, tried on fixty 
different days, was not found to vary in any remarkable de- 
gree. Perhaps medicine may at laft, with the reft of its un- 
intelligible jargon, efcape from that of different kinds of air 5 
and reft only on heat and cold, moifture and drynefs ; proba- 
‘bly, in a few inftances, on its weight and elafticity. There 
certainly is a-variety in this element ; but we cannot trace 
‘them, except from facts ; and are wholly unable to reafon on 
them. ‘This paper contains many ufeful cautions, in conduét- 
ing experiments of this kind, which will be -confulted with 
‘advantage. by every practical philofopher in the work itfelf. 
~Our author fupports his character of an accurate and candid 
‘“senquirer, He was one of our early guides in this fubject.; and 
he is almoit the only one who has not forfaken it. 
Article LX. Experiments upon the Refiflance of the ‘Air. 
By Richard Lovell Edgworth, Efq. F. R. S.—That the differ- 
ent fizes and fhapes of plane furfaces varied the refiftance 
‘which they experienced in motion from the air, is well 
known ; but the prefent author has-repeated an-expermment of 
Mr. Robins, which fhows that the fame furface, in different 
iituations, is refifted with a different force. If-a parallelo- 
gram, ‘with its longeft fide parallel to the horizon, is turned 


by a certain weight, it requires an .additional weight, equal — 
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5 
fo +> of the greateft refiftance, to turn it when one of its 
fhorteft fides is placed downwards. ‘There are.fome other ex- 
periments, which fhow that a fimilar variety is obferved in other 
figures ; and that the refiitance does not increafe in the fame 
ratio with the furface, and that the fame furface in a coneave 
form, is more eafily moved. Indeed we fully agree with 
Mr. Edgworth, that the fubject requires farther inveftigation. 

The only prattical ufe of thefe experiments is, that ‘ bellying 


_or bunting fails’ are lefs ufeful than thofe which are * hauled 


taught.” Our author feems to think that the air is refifted 
differently in the different parts of a plane ; fo that while it 
fragnates in the middle, it is reflected in curves from the other 
portions. 

Article X. An Anfwer to the Objections ftated by M. De 
ia Lande, in the Memoirs of the French Academy for the 
Year 1776, againft the Solar Spots being Excavations in the 
luminous Matter of the Sun, together with a fhort Examina- 
tion of the Views, afcertained by him upon that fubjec. By 
Alexander Wilfon, M. D.—Dr. Wilfon’s defence is in mang 
refpects fatisfactory ; but we cannot abridge it, from our not 
having the objections before us, or the diagrams to explain 
the anfwers. His opinion was publifhed in the Tranfadtions 
for 1774, and was attacked in the French Memoirs for the 
year 1776, by M:; De la Lande. There is much reafon to 
think, that thefe philofophers have in fome degree mifunder- 
ftood each other ; and that the {pots are fometimes of different 
kinds. 

Article XI. An Account of the Earthquakes which hap- 
pened in Italy, from February-to May, 1783. By Sir William 
Hamilton, Knight of the Bath, F.R.$.—This account is ex- 
tremely valuable, both for its fidelity and elegance. Every thing 
is clear and natural; while what is really true in the exaggerated 
relations of folly, of terror, and fuperftition, are explained in 
a manner highly fatisfa@ory. ‘That the ground was fometimes 
removed, when connected with fwamps, is not furprifing : it 
appeared tc have been removed in fuch fpots ; ‘and where the 
courfe of rivers had been ftopped by the removal, they mutt 
have forméd a new channel, or been expanded in lakes. In 
other circumftances, the ground near a ravine, from the in- 
equality of the refiftance, was forced into the ravine itfelf, 
and fometimes nearly acrofs it. In fhort, every element was 
fo much confounded, that it reduced the. affected fpots almoft 
to another chaos. Sir William however informs us, that there 
were no inftances of any deftruétion by fire.. Hot water was 
frequently talked of; but when the accounts were examined, 
there was no evidence of its heat. The motion was from 
below upward ; and every circumftance which was the confe- 
G 3 quence 
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quence of this motion, is to be explained from the foil, from 
the fituation, and from the different refiftances of the adjoin- 
ing mafies. We have given this comprehenfive account of the 
fatal difafter, becaufe, as we have obferved, it has been al- 
ready detailed. We fhall only referve one part, for the fake 
_of our philofophical readers, as they may chufe to have it in 
a more permanent ftate than that in which it has appeared. | 


‘ —— Before I take my leave, I will juft fum up the refult 
of my obfervations in Calabria and Sicily, and give yuu my 
reafons for believing that the prefent earthquakes are occafioned 
by the operation of a volcano, the ieat of which feems to lye 
deep, either under the bottom of the fea, between the ifland 
of Stromboli and the coaft. of Calabria, or under the. parts of 
the plain towards Oppido and Terra Nuova. If on a map of 
Italy, and with your compafs on the fcale of Italian miles, you 
were to meafure off 22, and then fixing your central point in 
the city of Oppido (which appeared to me to be the fpot on 
which the earthquake had exerted its greateft force) form a 
circle (the radii of which will be, as ¥ juit faid, 22 miles) you 
will then include all the towns, villages, that have been utterly 
ruined, and the fpots where the greateft mortality has hap- 
pened, and where there have been the moft vifible alterations 
on ‘the face of the earth. ‘Then extend your compafs on the 
fame icale to 72 miles, preferving the fame center, and form 
another circle, you will inclyde the whole of the country that 
has any mark of having been affeéted by the earthquake. [ 

lainly obferved a gradation in the damage done to the build- 
ings, as alfo in the degree of mortality, in proportion as the 
countries were more cr lefs diftant from this fuppofed center of 
the evil. One circumflance I particularly remarked, if two 
towns were fituated at an equal diftance from this center, the 
one on a hill, the other on the plain, or in a bottom, the latter 
had always fuffered greatly more by the fhocks of the earth- 
quakes than the former ; a fufficient proof to me of the caufe 
coming from beneath, as this muft naturally have been pro. 
ductive of fuch an effeét, And I have reafon to believe, that 
the bottom of the fea, being ftill nearer the volcanic caufe, 
would be found (could it be feen) to have fuffered even more than 
the piain itfelf; but (as you will find in moft of the accounts 
of the earthquake that are in the prefs, and which are nume- 
rous) the philofophers, who do not eafily abandon their ancient 
fyitems, make the prefent earthquakes to proceed from the high 
mountains of the Apennines that divide Calabria Ultra, fuch 
as the Monte Dejo, Monte Caulone, and Afpramonte ; I would 
afk them this fimple queflion, did the /Zolian or Lipari iflands 
(all which rofe undoubtedly from the bottom of the fea by 
volcanic explofions at different, and perhaps very diftant, re- 
riods) owe their birth to the Apennines in Calabria, or ta 
veins of minerals in the bowels of the earth, and under the 
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bottom of the fea? Stromboli an a¢tive volcano, and probably 
the youngeft of thofe iflands, is not above 50 miles from the 
parts of Calabria that have been moft affected by the late earth- 
quakes. The vertical fhocks, or, in other,words, thofe whofe 
impulfe was from the bottom upwards, have been the moft de- 
ftructive to the unhappy towns in the plain; did they proceed. 
from Monte Dejo, Monte Caulone, or Afpramonte? In fhort, 
the idea I have of the prefent local earthquakes is, that they 
have been caufed by the fame kind of matter that gave birth 
to thé Aolian or Lipari iflands; that perhaps an opening may 
have been made at the bottom of the fea, and moft probably 
between Stromboli and Calabria Ultra (for from that quarter 
all agree, that the fubterraneous noifes feem to have proceed- 
ed) ; and that the foundation of a new ifland or volcano may. 
have been laid, though it may be ages, which to nature are 
but moments, before it is completed, and appears above the 
furface of the fea. Nature is ever active; but her actions are, 
in general, carried on fo very flowiy, as fcarcely to be perceived 
by mortal eye, or recorded in the very fhort {pace of what we 
call hiftory, let it be ever fo ancient. Perhaps too, the whole 
deftruction I have been defcribing may have proceeded fimply 
from’ the exhalations of confined vapours, generated by the 
fermentation of fuch minerals as produce voleanves, which - 
have efcaped where they met with the leaft refiftance, and muft 
naturally, in a greater degree, have affected the plain than the 
high and more folid grounds around it.’ 


If it was our bufinefs to affect the paffions, we might raife 
commiferation by many little anecdotes here mentioned ; but 
they would undoubtedly be mifplaced. The following infor- 
mation deferves notice on a different account. The fimplicity 
of the narration is only equalled by the interefting nature of 
the obfervation. 


«Tt had been remarked at Rofarno, and the fame remark 
has been conftantly repeated to me in every ruined town that J 
have vifited, that the male dead’were generally found under 
the ruins in the attitude of ftrugeling againft the danger; but 
that the female attitude was ufually with hands clafped over 
their heads, as giving themfelves up to defpair, unlefs they 
had children near them ; in which cafe they were always found 
clafping the children in their arms, or in fome attitude which 
indicated their anxious care to protec them; a itrong inftance 
of the maternal tendernefs of the fex !’ 


Article XII. Account of the Earthquake which happened 
March 28, 1783. Ina Letter from Count Francefco Ippolite 
to Sir William Hamilton. —This is another narration, in Ita- 
lian, of the fame events; but is, in many refpects, lefs faith- 
ful and interefting.—A tranflation of this paper is given in the 
Appendix, yi 
G4 Are. . 
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Article XII, Account of the Black Canker: Caterpillar, 
which :deftroys: the ‘Turnips in Norfolk. By William Mar- 
fhall, Efq.—This deftruétive little animal is probably not a 
native of our own country. It arrives, in fwarms, from the 
adjacent continent, and is probably a fpecies of the tenthredo ; 
but from the defcription in this article, it is not eafy to affign 
its trivial name. It would be more defirable to find a method 
of preventing its deftructive ravages. 

Article XIV, A Letter from Mr. Edward Nairne, F.R.-S, 
containing an Account of. Wire being fhortened by. Light- 
ning.— The title fays.as much almof as the article. ‘Theglo- 
bales, into which fome of the wire was melted, did not ef- 
fervefce with the different acids. 

Article XV. An Account of Ambergrife. By Dr. Schwe- 
diawer.—Dr. Schwediawer has, in this article, examined with 
fome attention, the origin and nature of ambergrife. As it 
abounds chiefly in the feas inhabited by the fpermaceti whale, 
as it is often found both in the body and the excrements of. 
this animal, mixed with the relics of its peculiar food, he 
concludes, that it is ‘ the preternaturally hardened dung 
or feces’ of the phyfeter macrocephalus, We think. even 
his own relation will f{carcely fupport his opinion. .' Though 
generally enveloped in the dung, and feeming to partake 
of its qualities, on wafhing, we find a very different fub- 
itance. It yields too an acid, which is an objeétion not fatis- 
fattorily anfwered by our anthor. Mr. Crell indeed found an 
acid in fat: Mr. Schele found that the calculi of the bladder 
confifted of a concrete acid ; and Dr. Hales had told us the fame 
Jong before ; fince fixed ie. in a concrete form, certainly de. 
ferves that title. Yet no one had ever difcovered an acid in 
the feces, unlefs {uperfaturated with a volatile alkali. It may 
be fuppofed therefore to be a difeafe; and our author’s enquiries 
feem to confirm the idea; for the animals which afford it, are 
peculiarly torpid and fickly. We may. next afk, if it is the 
effect of a vitiated fecretion ? In this view, the acidity is no 
objection ; but the fubftance is not peculiar to one part of the 
canal, and is mixed with the recrements of the animal’s food. 
The difeafe then, for.we muft fti adhere to that opinion, is 
more probably owing to conftipation from a prezternatural 
fubftance fwallowed ; and the ambergrife, though frequently 
found in the whale, may be really, as moft authors: have 
fuppofed, a fofil.* It is frequently found on the fhores, and 
{wimming in the fea; .a circumftance not very favourable to 
an accidental diforder of one fpecies of animals; a diforder 





" ® Linnzus, in his Supplement, thinks with Rumphius and Rouelle, that it 
33a vegetable fubftance, probably . from the amyris ambrofiaca, Sup. Lin. 
Fil..p. 217. 
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which prevents probably ‘any paflage through the inteftines, 
Gnee the whales-who ere affeéted with it, do not, like the 
healthy ones, void their feces when hooke?: Ambergrife too, 
is found farther fouth than the fpermacéti whales ; as on the 
coafts of Africa and England. The remark alfo of Geoffroy, 
a diligent enquirer and a faithful reporter, if true, entirely 
deftroys our’ avthor’s opinion. He fays, that befides other 
things, the beaks-and talons of birds, honeycombs, with the 
honey ftill exifting in them, are frequently found in this fub- 
ftance. (Geof, vol. i. p..162.)°. On\the whole, we think\Dr. 
Schwediawer miftaken in his? opinion ; yet we readily own 
that his enquiries have materially elucidated the hiftory of 
ambergrife, found in the.bodies of. the {perniaceti: whale, 
His miftake is only about its, origin. 

Among afew .particulars added, .concerning thie peculiar 
animal, we are informed that ‘ it is not trué that the {nb- 
ftance which we fo abfurdly name {permaceti, and which pete 
haps might with much greater propriety be called. fevum, phy- 
feteris, is found in the ventricles of the brain, and in fhe cav ity 
of the fpinal marrow of the phyfeter macrocephalus. This 
fat fubftance, which is nothing bit a kind of {uet, undoubt- 
edly formed for fome’ particular purpofe of that whale, is.con- 
tained in a peculiar bony triangular cavity or trunk, which 
is lodged near the brain, and occupies nearly the whole upper 
part of the head. ‘This trunk has‘no communication with 
the brain, but is entirely feparated from it by its bony laminas, 
The brain, as in all other fifhes, is very fmall in comparifon 
with the fize of the whale, and lies, dire€tly behind the eyes, 

‘ In- order to know whether the trunk in which the fper- 
maceti is lodged had any conhe¢tion with the brain of the 
whale, one of the above mentioned gentlemen had_ the curi- 
ofity to Jance that trunk, which in its upper part is only co- 
vered with the fkin, he found the whale not in the leaft af- 
fected by this ; but on the brain being lanced, the fame whale 
died immediately.’ 

Article XVI. Extra&t of a Regifter of the Barometer, 
Thermometer, and Rain, kept at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1782. 
By Thomas Barker, Efq.—There is little interefting in this 
article. The greateft heat 82°, was very tranfitory ; the leaft 

' 214, equally fo. During this fevere feafon, we obferved a ther- 
mometer, not expofed to a current of air, fo low as 10°, durin 
the greater part of two days. We have heard of ftill greater cold, 
but the inftruments were probably not exaét. The rain, from 
this regifter, at Selborn in Hampshire, was for the year. 1782, 
‘50,26. The wet fpring and fummer were univerfally com- 
plained of ; but it was attended with the moft beneficial con- 


fequences, 
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ge . Judge Blackftone’s Reports. 


fequences, _ The drynefs and heat .of the preceding fummer. 
had cherifhed a: vaft variety of infeéts, which. threatened al- 
moft an univerfal devaftation. Thefe have fince, in a great 
‘meafure, difappeared. 

The uncommon circle round the moon has-been frequently 
obferved. When the moon paffed under .a, light cloud, it 
feemed furrounded by a double circle. The outer one was 
Aightly tinged with the colours of the rainbow, 





Reports of Cafes determined in the feveral Courts of Weftminfter 
Hail, from 1746, to 1779. Taken and compiled by the Hon, 

) Sie William Blackfione, late one of the Fudges of his Majejty’s 
Court of Common Pleas. Publifoed, according to the Direion 
in bis Will, from the Original Manufcripts, by his Executors ; 
witha Préface, containing Memoirs of his Life. F olio. 2 Vols, 
3. 33. Cadell, 


TF there is any kind of writing peculiarly dry and uninter- 

efting, if any volume where a conteft will continually arife 
between duty and inclination, it may be found in thofe col- 
leétions of feparate detached fatts, which really form the moft 
ufeful and inftructive parts of every fcience. The haman 
mind is unwilling to acquire knowlege in the only way which 
can render it folid and permanent ; and, inftead of rifing from 
feparate facts to general principles, at once aflumes a fyftem ; 
and, like the tyrant of antiquity, extends or mutilates what 
will not conform to it. Profeffional language adds to the dif- 
ficulty, but it is unavoidable : in light difcaffions, where pre, 
cifion is unneceffary, technical terms are ridiculous; in the 
more ftriét profeffional ones, thefe terms are neceflary ; 
and, though they add difficulties to thofe which already over- 
whelm the ftudent, though they fhut the door of fcience 
againft an uninitiated reader, yet they muft be retained, on 
account of their accuracy. 

This apology will, we hope, ferve to excufe any difcuffions 
on the fubjeét which-occupies the bulk of thefe volumes. 
The language of the law will afford little entertainment ; and 
the matter will fcarcely admit of criticifm. The name of the 
author will probably eftablifh their credit ; though fir William 
Blackftone’s abilities may feem to have been mifemployed, in 
what is little more than tranfcribing, yet thofe who are ac- 

wainted with the changes, which a flight variation may oc- 
cafion, will think that attention only muft be inadequate to 
the tafk. . 

The life of the author is given with all the warmth which 

affection can infpire; with all the enthufiafm which refpeg 
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can dictate, by Mr. Clitherow, the brother of Lady Black- 
ftone. ‘Time, however, appreciates with precifion every cha- 
racter. The judgment rather than the feelings will then 
decide ; and it is then only that we can fpeak of men as they 
are. As the events of his life will be fhortly detailed in an- 
other article, we fhall-at prefent endeavour to anticipate fu- 
ture times, and affume the guife of a critic of the nineteenth 
century, who may endeavour to delineate the character of fir 
William Blackftone, with candour and impartiality. 

The laws of England, which excited the admiration and envy 
of every neighbouring nation, were much confufed by their 
multiplicity, and obfcured by their intricacy. The faint rays 
of method had began to diminifh this ‘ vifible darknefs ;? but 
they only difcovered the immenfity of the talk, and the very 
{mall progrefs hitherto made in it. It was referved for fir 
William Blackftone to feparate thefe confufed and difcordant 
atoms ; and to difplay, in the fulleft light, this venerable pile, 
which the courage and the firmnefs of our anceftors had found- 
ed and preferved. He was certainly an elegant fcholar,) and 
an exact lawyer; an intelligent antiquary, and an aétive ci- 
tizen. ‘Thefe are merits which envy has not yet been able to 
deftroy ; and what is more fatal, the injudicious praifes of 
partial friends have not diminifhed. To him we owe the 
Commentaries on the Laws of England; a work at once ge- 
neral and comprehenfive, ufeful and entertaining. It is only 
repeating the trite commendations of his days to fay, that he 
has refcued the laws of Britain from the obfurity of pedants, 
and the duft of antiquity ; for his whole life feems to have 
been employed in bringing many of the more abftrufe parts of 
{cience within the comprehenfion of every attentive and intel- 
ligent reader.—If we look at him through the medium of his 
works, and it is now our only refource, we fhall find his ideas 
clear and exa&, his language elegant and perfpicuous. We 
can fearcely obferve the brilliancies of genius, even in his 
lighter compofitions ; and the limits of {cience have not been 
extended by his labours. His, feientific acquifitions, though 
detailed with fondnefs by the partial exuberances of private 
friendfhip, or the flattering exceffes of affeftion, feem to have 
been little more than the general knowlege which ufually dif- 
tinguifhed the more liberal profeflions. His claffical attain- 
ments were probably equalled by his cotemporaries ; and his 
mathematical ones excelled. The real mathematician will 
{mile, when he is told by his relation and panegyrift, of his 
great advances in this. fcience ; and that he relieved the drynefs 
of the ftudy by applying it to architefture. We may perhaps 
conclude, that the advances of the judge and of his bio-. 

? I grapher, 
























































g2 Fudge Blackfone’s Reports. 


grapher, in the purer mathematics, muft have been incon- 
fiderable. Sir William, as a fenator was undiftinguithed ; as 
a counfel, probably careful and exa&t ; but, as a pleader, dry 
and uninterefting. It was alleged, at that time, that his de- 
cifions as a judge, and his opinions as a fenator, were not 
entirely confiitent with thofe of the author of the Commen- 
taries; or fuitable to the high opinion which was egtertained 
of him from his publications. Popular opinion however fel- 
dom reaches the true ftandard, * eft ubi peccant ;’ and it is 
anfair to appreciate merit by partial reprefentations, or un- 
juttifiable opinions. His difpofition was certainly irritable ; 
_and the mind which comprehends with clearnefs in folitude, 
cannot always diftinguifh, when ruffled by the diforders of a 
crowd, or the diftraétions of a court. On the whole, we look 
on him as an ufeful and intelligent compiler, a fcientific law- 
yer, and an elegant fcholar. | 

We have thus endeavoured to delineate the character of this 
refpectable judge, with clearnefs and fidelity. If we have 
not deviated into panegyric, we have allowed him. excellencies 
fuficient to fatisfy his more candid admirers. The prefent 
volumes of Reports cannot add to his merits, except from the 
eare and exattnefs with which they are taken. It is neceffary 
however to inform the reader, in the editor’s own language, 

* That this work is the genuine offspring of Mr. juftice Black- 
fione’s pen, and compiled intirely by himielf from his own notes 
(except in one inftance) there can be nodoubt. It is contained 
in five large note books, all written with his own hand; and 
prepared for the prefs even to an Index, and a Table of Mat- 
ters, Thefe he ftill continued to carry on, as he added in each 
vacation what he had collected in the preceding term. The work 
reaches down to the end of Michaelmas term 1779, the laft 
in which he regularly attended his court ; his illnefs confining 
him at home the greateft part of Hilary term 1780, And as 
there is no doubt of its being genuine, neither can there be. 
any of his intention that it fhould be publifhed; for by a 
claufe in his will he dire¢ts, ** That his manufcript Reports of 
Cafes determined in Weftminfler-Hall, taken by himfelf, and 
contained in feveral large note books, be publifhed after his 
deceafe.—And that the produce thereof be carried to, and con- 
fidered as part of his perfonal eftate.” 
_ € This laft part of the claufe the editor here inferts as an ex- 
cufe for not making any prefents of the work ; which he does 
not think himfelf juftified in doing, as truftee for the author’s 
children, to whofe emolument the profits are {pecifically di- 

rected to be applied. he 

‘ The reader muft not expec in the firft volume a regular 
feries of reports of the determinations of any one court, or with- 
out breaks and interruptions, in refpec& to time. 
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‘ They feem to be only fuch as he had feleGted, out of many, 
from his rough notes, either as being of a more interefting na- 
ture, Or containing fome effential point of law or practice, or 
perhaps, fuch only (particularly for the firt few years) as he 
had taken the moft accurate notes of. Far the greateft part of 
thofe contained in the firft volume, are of the court of king’s 
bench ; but there are fome of the courts of chancery, exche- 
quer, and exchequer-chamber, on appeal. 

‘ They begin with Michaelmas term 1746, in which he 
was called to the bar, and there are fome of every term, ex- 
cept two, to Michaelmas 1750, from whence there is an interval 
to Michaelmas 1756, without one; the reafon of this, moft pro- 
bably, is, that during that period he refided-chiefly at Oxford, 
and had much of his time taken up in compofing his lectures, 
which he began to read in 1753, and in preparing for which he 
had been for fome years before principally employed, This ac- 
counts for his want of leifure to revife fuch rough notes as he 
might have taken during that period, and-to fit them for pub- 
lication, while they are frefh in his memory ' 

‘ In the three following years he attended the bar only in 
Michaelmas and Hilary terms, on account of his leftures, con- 
fequently there are, among thefe Reports, none of the Eafter 
and Trinity terms of thofe years, but from thence they con- 
tinue in a regular feries, except one term, when he was 
indifpofed, and the two terms immediately preceding his 
being promoted to the bench, when he attended the court of 
Exchequer only. Which circumftances fufficiently evince that 
thefe Reports were all (except one) taken by himfelf. That one 
is of the arguments of fir Thomas Clatke, mafter of the rolls, 
lord Mansfield, chief juftice of the king’s bench, and the lord 
keeper Henley ; delivered iu the court of chancery, in Hilary 
term 1759, On determining the interefting caufe of. Burgefs 
and Wheate; and which, as appears by a remark fubjoined to 
it, was communicated to him by that great and able lawyer, 
Mr. Fazakerly ;_ but was all tranfcribed in his own hand. / ‘The 
editor hopes the arguments are reported corre€tly, but as they 
are only a copy, probably from a copy made by a clerk, it is 
poflible there may be fome errors in them, which the candid 
reader will excufe; and lament with him, that by the dreadful 
conflagration at the houfe of the noble lord above mentioned 
in June lait [1780] a-corre& note of that argument was lott, 
among his other very valuable mannfcripts, which his lordthip 


chad in the mof obliging manner given permiffion to the editor 


to examine fir William Blackftone’s note book with, and cor- 
rect any errors that might be found in it,’ 

‘ Fortunately for. thofe whofe intereft is concerned in this 
publication, and (it may perhaps be added without: impropri- 
ety) for the public too, tae manufcript note book containing 
this report efcaped the fame fate, It was delivered a few days 
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94. Biographital Hiftory of Sir William "Blackftone. 
before by the editor to Mr. juftice Athurft, to communicate to 
lord Mansfield, and happily had not been fent to him. 

‘ The ftate the editor found this work in, greatly alleviated 
the trouble attending the publication ; but as he had reafon to 
think, the learned judge had not given it the laft revifal he in- 
tended, he has thought it his duty, before he made it public, to 
read the whole over with the utmoft attention, and to correct 
any literal errors or omiflions; which the moft accurate writer 
may be liable to. 

* It has afterwards gone through a fecond revifal by a yen- 
tleman of the profeflion, who, at the editor’s requeft, under- 


took to examine the quotations from Reports, and other au- 


thors, in order to give to the world as complete a copy as pof- 
fible, and that nothing might appear throughout unworthy the 
compiler. . 

* How far he has fuceeeded in that attempt, the editor muft 
leave to the determination of the candid reader.’ 

* Whatever errors may be .found in the publication, he 
takes the demerit upon himfelf, hoping that the merit of the 
work will atone for any defeéts on his part ; and that due al- 
lowance will be made for the editor’s total ignorance, till now, 
of the bufinefs of publication ; a tafk he did not undertake as 
a voluntier, or as thinking himfelf peculiarly qualified for, but 
as being called upon to engage in it, not only as a labour of 
friendfhip, but as a duty incumbent on him, as executor to the 
author, and guardian of his infant children.’ 








The Biographical Hiftory of Sir William Blackftone, late one of 
the Fuftices of both Benches: A Name, as celebrated at the 
Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, as in Weftminfter-Hall. 
And a Catalogue of all Sir William Blackftone’s Works, Ma- 
nufcript, as well as printed. With a Nomenclature of Weft- 
minfter-Hall, The whole illuftrated with Notes, Obfervations, 
and References. Alfi, a Preface and Index to each Part. By 
a Gentleman of Lincoln’s Inn. 8vo. 6s. in Boards. Bew. 

6 bem prefent work, as far as it contains the life of fir William 

Blackftone, is principally taken from the Memoirs prefixed 
to the Reports, publifhed by Mr, Clitherow: the alterations and 
additions are trifling and infignificant.—Though the author 
is much indebted to Mr. Clitherow, he is perpetually. criticif- 
ing the minute errors of compofition, which, in the Memoirs, 


are candidly apologized for, by Mr. Clitherow’s not being ac- 
cuftomed to that employment. 


In the introduction, our biographer proceeds with pomp 
and dignity; and, if he had prefented the moft important 
work to the public, he could not have announced it with a 
greater parade, But we thall tranfcribe his own words. ‘ 

‘An 
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* An author, I believe, feldom confiders how much he is ob- 
liged to the firft purchafers of his works, in their fo honourably 
relying on his veracity and knowlege, in refpect to the pre- 
‘“-mifes made them in the title-page of his performance, ‘and as 
to what they may expect from the publication; for they ven- 
ture not only their money, but alfo their time, which is ftill 
ae precious, efpecially to the ftudents in the liberal profef{- 
ions. , 

‘ Therefore every confcientious writer ought to confider this 
public generofity, and be always fo far afluated with gratitude 
towards them, as never to prefume to publifh any tractate, with- 
out a fincere belief, that it will either improve or amufe the read- 
er: but indeed, every production of the prefs ought to tend, in 
fome degree, to both ; and if the treatife be of the fcientifical 
kind, the affertions of the writer ought to be vouched ‘and fup- 
ported by approved and many authorities, that the learned may 
have as much reafon to commend the diflidence of the com- 
piler, as his judgment; and a valuable work will give candid 
readers frequent opportunities of doing both, to the honour of 
the well-read and well-informed writer, for no other ought to 
dare obtrude himfelf on the public. 

‘ Such are the qualifications that an able author ought to be 
endowed with, and fuch are the motives alfo that ought to in- 
duce him to lay claim to literary applaufe ; for otherwife it will 
be. impoffible for him to do his duty to the republic of letters, 
in that charaéter. | 

‘The biographer of the late fir William Blackftone, of mok 
refpectable memory, humbly prefames to flatter himfelf, that 
all readers, but more efpecially the honourable ftudents of the 


laws of England, will find him ftudioufly labouring to reach . 


the wifhed-for goal of general approbation, on their perufal of 
the following: fheets ; and further, that his exordium will not 
prove vox, et preterea nibil.’ 

He boafts indeed that he has lived with great men; and in 
this boaft he is well founded: but he fhares the advantage with 
Bavius and Meviys, with Curl and Dennis; for it is only 
meant that he has lived in the eighteenth century, with Yates, 
‘Gould, and Thurlow. The remainder of the preface has 
very little relation. to fir William Blackftone: it. confifls of 
compliments to his own ability ; fatyrical remarks on Mr. Cli- 
therow; and much adventitious‘matter, with many ill-natured, 
-unjuft refle€&tions on the late D. Garrick, T. Davies, &c. 
—— We hall not enlarge on it; we with to fpare our readers 
the difguit, which we fo feverely felt in the perufal. 

The life of fir William Blackftone is, like that of every 
‘other fcholar, little varied by uncommon events, and feldom 
relieved by fplendid accidents... He was the youngeft fon of a 
fikman, who died before he was born. His education was 
/ under- 
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undertaken by his uncle, begun at the Charter-houfe, and 
finifhed at Oxford. ‘That his advances in learning were dif- 
tinguifhed,in his early years, is probable ; and in his maturer 
age, che feems to have been the ornament of his college. At 
the: age of eighteen, he was entered at the Middle Temple ; 
and ‘his fueceding years feem to have been filled by a conten- 
tion between the di€tates of prudence, and the. feducing ar- 

uments of inclination. * Literary retirement was probably his 
choice, but the ftudy of the law was deftined to be the fource 
of his future honours and’advantages. His firft fuccefs was how- 
ever fo inconfiderable, that at the age of thirty he feems to have 
quitted Weftminfter-Hall in difguft; and having long had in 
view his Commentaries on the Laws of England, about that 
time he delivered them tq a crowded audience. He then 
refided. entirely at: Oxford, continuing only to practife as a 
provincial counfel, and retaining his honorary employment of 
recorder of the borough of Wallingford. On the zoth of 
Oober, 1758, he was elected firft Vinerian profeffor of the 
common law; and on the 25th of the fame month, at the 
age of 38, he read his firit introductory leéture. This is the 
era. of his dawning greatnefs. His le¢tures were honoured 


- ‘with univerfal approbation ; and he was, fucceflively appointed 


folicitor-general to the queen ; elected member of parliament ; 
& juftice of the’ king’s bench and of the common pleas, The 
leffer accidents of his retired life, we have here omitted : that 
he was appointed burfar of his college; that he recovered a 
dormant legacy, or eftablifhed the interior police of a ‘college, 
are cireumftances which may occur in every life ; they are too 
common to deferve particular attention. ‘ 

We'‘have now concifely followed our editor, in the more 
material circumftances of the judge’s life, which are con- 
tained within forty pages of this bulky volume. _ It required 
fome ingenuity to add fo the feanty materials ; and in this re- 
fpe& he deferves commendation. The firft effort is to tell the 
ftory again; but this is trite and vulgar, and little confonant 
to the confident eulogium on himfelf,- which fwelled the bulk 
of the preface. He has therefore’ given * A Chronological 
Table of Sir William -Blackftone’s univerfal, honorary, and 
lucrative Charaéters, Employments, | and Promotions at Ox- 
ford and in Weftminfter-Hall; containing Sir William’s gra- 
dual Rife, from a pofthumous Orphan, to the Dignity and 
high Station he at laft-attained, and from that Time to his 
Deceafe ; together with References to thofe Paffages in this 
- Hiftory,” that fupport the Authenticity of all the enfuing 
Preferments.? ‘This table is enriched with notes. ‘The moft 


‘important of thefe is, that it was Mr. Malone who had com- 
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municated fir William’s notes on Shakfpeare to the public, 
not Mr. Steevens, as the memorialift had falfely, wickedly, 
and traiteroufly obferved. Some trifling ftories and remarks 
on the employment of the judge, after -he had attained his 
high office, fill a fpace almoft equal to the former events. It 
is only worth remarking, that fir William died in February, 
1780, at the age of 57, of a-dropfy in his cheft. 

The next effort is to delineate the charafter of Sir Willian 
Blackftone ; and this he has done at fome length.—lIt is impof- 
fible for us to purfue him in this walk, for a very plain reafon, 
that after all our pains and labour, we are unable to underftand 
the character here given. It is rather caJculated to criticife the 
memorialift, Mr. Clitherow, than to convey an adequate idea 
of his merits. One thing we can very well underftand ; it is 
indeed detailed at great length; that Mr. Clitherow has in- 
curred the author’s difpleafure, for not making prefents of 
the Reports, in which his Memoirs are printed. Hence:‘Mr. 
Clitherow’s errors, as an editor and acompofer. The judge 
had directed that thefe Reports fhould be confidered as part of 
his perfonal eftate; and Mr. Clitherow very properly thought 
that he ought not to give what was not his own. 

The reft of this volume confifts of a Catalogue of the Works 
of fir William. It contains, entire, the Lawyer’s Farewel to 
his Mufe ; Verfes on the Death of Frederic Prince of Wales, 
Father to his prefent Majefty, which had been attributed to 
Mr. Clitherow ; a Defcription of an Antique Seal; and the 
Difcuffion of the Lyttelton Roll. Thefe pieces are well 
known, except the laft, of which we fhall give a fhort ac- 
count. ‘The deans of Exeter feem to have been famous for 
defending bad caufes. The Rowleian controverfy has refleéted 
as little honour on Dr. Milles, as the Lyttelton roll did on 
his predeceffor. When Dr. Blackftone was compiling his 
Hiftory of Magna Charta, he was favoured with a curious, 
and feemingly cotemporary roll, by Dr. Lyttelton, which 
formerly belonged to the abbey of Hales Owen, in Shrop- 
fhire ; but as it had not the feal appended, Dr. Blackftone 
did not confider it as an original, and therefore declined 
ufing it. Dr. Lyttelton drew up his reafons in defence of 
the originality of his roll, and Dr. Blackftone produced his 
anfwer. The fociety had however decided on hearing the firft 
part of the evidence, and they were either not convinced, or 
not difpofed to retraé&t their opinion; Dr. Blackftone’s anfwer 


was therefore fupprefled. We fhall beg leave to give it en- 


tire, as a valuable curiofity, and dy. much the beft part of the 


‘prefent work. 
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* On June 8, 1761, the right rev. and very learned the bi- 

fhop of Carlifle (then dean of Exeter) communicated to the 
fociety a vindication of the authenticity of a parchment roll ; 
‘which belonged formerly to the abbey of Hales Owen, and 
‘contains the great charter and charter of the foreft of 9 Hen. III. 
And as this was communicated to Mr. Blackftone, when he 
was preparing his edition of thofe charters in quarto, which 
was publifhed at Oxford, A. D. 1759, his lordthip infers, that 
the various readings of this roll ought to have been inferted in 
that.edition; as Mr. Biackftone was miftaken in fuppofing it 
to be only a cotemporary copy, and not an original. 
_.** After fo. ferious an appealsto the learned in antiquities, 
Mr. Blackitone would think himfelf wanting in that refpect 
which he owes to the fociety and his lordfhip, if he did not 
either own and correét his miitake in the o€tavo edition which is 
now preparing for prefs, or fubmit to the fociety’s judgment 
the reafons at large upon which his fufpicions are founded. He 
hath rather chofen, perhaps injudicioufly, the latter. 

‘* His lordfhip, to prove the authenticity of the roll, has 
vouched the opinions of the late Mr. Folkes, of two of the 
judges, and of this learned body in its favour. So far as au- 
thority can or ought to extend, in deciding a point of learning, 
Mr. Blackftone acknowleges this argument to be quite unan- 
{werable: but he has been taught that no authority, however 
weighty, fhould put a ftop to the fpirit of enquiry; and he be- 
lieves that a clofer examination of the inftrument in queftion, 
than is ufual upon public exhibitions, might have furnifhed a 
few obfervations tending to a contrary opinion. 

‘* His lordfhip is pleafed to fuggeft, that the fole objection 
which is made by Mr. Blackftone to the roll’s authenticity, is 
becaufe the great feal is not now appendant to it, Mr. Black- 
ftone made no fuch objection: he declared-his opinion that this 
roll never had. paffed the great feal, but did not fubjoin any 
reafons; and the contents of this paper will fhew that he had 
other and ftronger objections. Nor could he indeed, conifift- 
ently with himfelf, have relied on fo trifling an argument; hav- 
ing cited, in his introductory difcourfe, many charters as clearly 
authentic, to which no feal is now remaining. ° 

*¢ His lordfhip obferves, that the seethal of promulgating 
ancient flatutes was not only to tranfmit them to the fheriffs of 
counties, but alfo to cathedrals, and the great religious houfes ; 
—-that moft of the original great charters now extant belonged 
to cathedrals or abbeys ;—and that the abbey of Hales Owen 
had as fair a title, as any, to be honoured with an original 
great charter, fince that convent was founded by Peter de Ru- 
-pibus, bifhop of Winchefter, and chief juftice of England, in 
the gth of Hen. IIJ.—the very year when this roll bears date. . 
_ ©The method of promulgating -ftatutes, by tranfmitting 
them to religious houfes, is perfectly new to Mr. nnenenes: 
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He knows it was ufual to fend them to the fheriifs, to be pro- 
claimed in their county courts; and he is aware that,’ by the 
ftatute entitled Confirmatio Cartarum, 25 Edw. Ef. the charters 
of Hen. III. are commanded to be fent to all cathedrals, and 
read twice a year to the people: which fairly accounts for the 
charters that were found in cathedral churches. And, as for 
thofe that have been difcovered in one or two monatfteries, they 
were probably depofited there for fafe cuftody by fome fpecial 
concurrence of circumftances ; as was manifeftly the cafe at La- 
cock, whofe foundrefs’s hufband, the earl of Salifbury, was 
fheriff of ‘Wiltfhire in the 9 of Hen. III. and as fuch, had pof- 
feflion of the charter there found, which is endorfed as belong- 
ing not to the monaftery of Lacock, but to the county of Wilts 
at large, exdepofito militum Wiltefcire. 

‘‘ The abbey of Hales Owen was therefore not entitled to 
the cuftody of an original charter, merely upon the general 
footing of being a great religious houfe ; nor can Mr. Black- 
ftone allow the particular probability of tranfmitting an origi- 
nal to that convent on account of the relation it bore to Peter 
de Rupibus, as its founder. In the firft place he apprehends, 
that in the oth of Hen. III. the date of the prefent great char- 
ter, this prelate was not chief jufticiary, but Hubert de Burgh, 
who witneffes the charter as fuch ; as appears from all the ori+ 
ginals, and even from the Hales Owen roll. Nor, according 
to Spelman and Dugdale, was he ever chief juftice in the reign 
of king Hen. III. but only, for a very fhort time, in the reign of 
kisg John; and during that period, by his mal-adminiftration 
in his office, (according to Ralph de Coggefhale and the annals 
of Waverley) was one caufe of the barons’ infurrettion. And, 
fince fome claufes of king John’s charter were perfonally point- 
ed at him, and others of king John’s and king Henry’s were 
intended to curb the exorbitant power of his office, he was not 
probably over anxious to perpetuate thofe memorials of his own 
mifconduct, 

‘© His lordfhip obferves that the two charters-are quite com: 
plete on the roll; and yet another fkin appears evidently to 
have been fewed to the bottom of it, the threads ftill remain: 
ing at this day; and then afks, of what poflible ufe could an- 
other fkin of parchment be, but only to contain the great feal? 
And this circumftance is relied on as a moft cogent reafon, in 
favour of the roll’s authenticity. But herein Mr. Blackftone 
has the misfortune to differ with his lordthip, and to think it a 
decifive proof, or at leaft a very violent prefumption, that this 
roll never pafled the great feal. For he will venture to affirm, 
and appeal to the experience of the fociety, that no initance 
can be fhewn of a flip of parchment being tacked-on to another 
fkin, merely to hold the label of the great or any other feal ; 
(which might be then taken off at pleafure, and fattened by 
the fame operation to — inftrument ;) but the aa 
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the feal always paffes through the fubftance of the tkin, whofe 
authority it is meant to atteft. 

«* He will not dwell on the very fingular circumftance, that 
two diftinét charters thould :be written on one roll of parch- 
ment, in order to fave the king’s wax, by fealing them with a 
fingle feal. | 

** But he cannot help obferving how uncommonly the charter 
of the foreft concludes, fuppofing it an original inftrument, viz. 
‘* tefibus fupra nominatis,” without mentioning either names, 
time, or place. This is ufual enough in copies, but every 
original and every infpeximus of this charter, which Mr. Black-~ 
ftoue hath hitherto feen,. have the date at full length, and the 
names of the witnefles fubjoined ; who though fo much alike 
as might eafily miflead a copyift, are by no means| numerically 
the fame with thofe which are fet to the great charter; fince 
the bifhop of Salifbury is a witnefs to one and not to the other 
of thofe inftruments. 

‘s But then it is afked of what poffible ufe could another tkin 
of parchment be? a queftion that admits of no very difficult 
folution. .The truth of the matter feems to be, that the roll 
in ‘difpute is only part of a ftatute roll begun (as the hand- 
writing fhews) in the reign of king Henry Hl. and intended 
to contain a colleétion of acts of parliament, with the two fa- 
mous charters at their head, and to be carried on from time te 
time, by fewing frefh parchment at the bottom when the upper 
part was full. Such rolls, of a confiderable length, continued 
down in different hand-writings, were frequent in religious 
houfes; and very many of them are preferved in the Britith 
Mufeum, the Bodleian, and other public libraries. 

«* There yet remains another principal reafon that induced 
Mr. Blackftone to confider the roll as copied, viz. its extreme 
inaccuracy, which, in many places, totally obfcures the fenfe. 
A few fpecimens of which are the following. In ch. 8. of the 
great charter, for ** aut reddere nolit cum poffit,” the roll reads 
“* wel reddiderit nolit cum poflit.? In ch. 26. for ‘* brevi inguif- 
tionis,”? the roll has it ‘* brevi adguifitionis.” In ch. 36. for 
‘* Si quis—fuper hoc convincatur,” the roll reads ‘‘ Si quis— 
fuper hoc commoveatur.’”’? In the atteftation, for the earl of 
_§ Hertford,” the roll reads ‘* the earl of Hereford,” though 
another earl of Hereford appears within five names after- 
wards. In the charter of the foreft, ch. 14, inftead of ** chi- 
minagium,’? or way-money, (a term well known in: the foreft- 
law) the roll fubftitutes “* chuignagium,” more than once, a 
word without any meaning at all. Thefe capital miftakes, 
among others, the effect not of hafte but of abfolute ignorance 
in the tranfcriber, occafioned the editor of the charters to deem 
with lefs reverence of this roll, than he finds was expected of 
him. But though he could not be induced to believe it an ori- 
ginal, yet. he thought it in many refpects curious ; and oe 
ie tioully 
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tioufly avoided expofing its blemifhes to view, till forced to 
this public explanation.” 


Ingenuity herfelf would now have been at a lofs to have 
-furnifhed other materials from fir William Blackftone; but 
his ingenious cotemporaries fo far dazzled the eyes of the au- 
thor, that he thought a little of their light might be reflected 
on him alfo. He was fenfible of his own darknefs and obfcu- 
rity ; the nomenclature therefore was formed, which confifts 
only of a catalogue of the chancellors, judges, ferjeants, and 
king’s counfel, during the period of fir William Blackftone.— 
We are not_difpofed to examine this part with a critical ace 
curacy ; and muft therefore bid this ingenious Gentleman of 
Lincoln’s. Inn, adieu. 





Effays on Shak{peare’s Dramatic CharaGers of Richard the Th:rd, 
King Lear, and Timon of Athens. To which are added, an 

. Effay on the Faults of Shak/peare ; and additional Obfer vations 
on the Charaé&er of Hamlet. By Mr. Richardfon, Profeffor 
of Humanity in the Univerfity of Glafgow. Small Ofavo- 
3s. Murray. 


) our Thirty-ninth Volume we confidered, at fome length, 
the Analyfis of Shakfpeare’s Characters. ‘The prefent Effay 

of the fame author, though under a different title, is a con- 
tinuation of the fame defign ; but as we then only explained 
his intentions, we may now be permitted to examine them. . His 
purpofe in the firft was to make poetry fubfervient to philofophy, 
and to employ it in tracing the principles of human conduét. 
With this laudable defign, he affumed the charaéters in the dif- 
ferent dramas of Shak{peare as real perfonages, or rather as per- 
fons clothed in a determined character by a great mafter of hu- 
man nature. Thefe are analyfed from the circumftances and fitu- 
ations in which they appear; fo that they will, at leaft, contribute 
to elucidate doubtful paffages, or explain apparent inconfiften- 
cies. But yet we may be allowed to doubt how far the nature 
of the human mind itfelf is rendered lefs- intricate; how far 
its mazes are traced to their fource ; or its errors unravelled by 
the contemplation of fictitious perfonages. The malignity of 
Richard, the towering ambition of Wolfey, .and the heroifm 
of the Fifth Henry, for a time difguifed by the mafk of idle. 
nefs and diffipation, may have their foundation in nature; 
but the artful villainy of Iago, the diftruftful jealoufy of 
Othello, the chafte tendernefs of Imogen, and the inexpe- 
rienced love-fick Juliet, are not the pictures of individuals, 
The likenefs is more general ; they yeprefent fomething more 
ib sa remote 
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remote and abftracted than a fingle perfon can afford. They 
are fcarcely difcriminated from*the herd of thofe which re- 
femble them, by 4 fingle appropriated feature. If then we 
examine our author’s attempts with this view, we fhall con- 
template in him a pleafing, and perhaps a philofophic com- 
mentator on Shakfpeare; but we fhall not perceive his ad- 
vances in the, hiftory of the human mind. Nor will this be 
furprifing, for he analyfes not the real charaéter ; he does not 
trace the varied emotions which nature. dictates.; he examines 
a copy, frequently accurate, and always animated, but {till 
a_reprefentation. If it be alleged that this copy, in other 
fituations, may be original ; we may reply that it will, in that 
cafe, have fuch diftinguifhing marks, that the obfervations on 
the abftraa will with difficulty apply to the individual, We 
fhall readily own, that thefe characters may be a text which 
will lead us to examine the efforts of the mind, in fimilar 
fituations ; or they may ferve to inftru€&, by inducing us to 
examine how far the reprefentations of the poet refemble the 
paflions of men. But the fame purpofe may be equally an- 
fwered by. Almangor or Almahide. Indeed, Shakfpeare feems 
Jefs fit for this purpofe than many other authors ; “for his cha- 
ragters, except in- his more finifhed plays, are by no means 
uniformly fupported ; and he fometimes feems to forget in 
the fifth aé&t, what he had intended in the firft.. We think 
both Hamlet and Polonius ftriking examples of this incon- 
fiftency; and the Florentine, ‘ a fellow almoft damned in a 
fair wife,’ in the original fketch, was probably intended for 
a married man. But, having thus ftated what is in our opi- 
nion to be expected from a work of this kind, we fhall attend 
to the execution. 
~ The prefent Effay, like the former Aasinte is diftinguifhed 
by the acutenefs of its remarks, and the elegance of its lan- 
guage. It explains the nature of felect characters of the great 
dyamatift, which the inattention of fome readers, and the 
dullnefs of others, might not have obferved. If they are not 
always ftri€tly natural, yet the addrefs of our author obviates 
apparent inconfiftencies, and endeavours to fhow that they are 
fuch as nature may have produced in particular circumflances 
and fituations. But on this fubject we have already given our 
opinion ; and we muft at the fame time own, that we find na 
difcoveries relative to the interefting, but fugitive obje& of 
his refearches. The general principles which regulate the af- 
feétions, . the incidental ones which excite more violent emo- 
tions, and raife them even to the turbulence of paffion, are 
accurately applied, though without. remarking new afloci- 
ations, or extending the iniyeny of thofe already known. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Richardfon fuppofes, that the ,pleafureswe enjoy from 
the contemplation of the charaéter of Richard III. * is pro- 
duced by thofe emotions which arife in the mind, on behold.’ 
ing great intelectual ability employed for inhesiiigh and per-' 
fidious purpofes.? He has laboured with great attention te 
reconcile the pleafure which we receive from the reprefent- 
ation, with the indignation which every good mind muit feel 
from the contemplation of the charaéter. The refult has been, 
already mentioned ; and the pleafure is deduced from the great 
abilities employed, and the.various means adapted to. different 
characters. if our author has failed, in this account, his error 
arifes from confidering only a particular inftance. An able. 
critic, who has examined the fubje& more generally, finds the 
mind interefted fometimes by painful, fometimes by even hor- 
rible images. If the fource be not at once fo difgufting as to 
difable the fpe@ator from exerting his attention, the various 
miferies of mankind, and the moft pernicious in{truments, have 
engaged it.. The-whole then, can only meet in one very di-. 
ftant point, viz. in that employment and even agitation of 
the mind, which is generally preferred to vacancy (and inac- 
tivity. "The mental tafte is, in that refpeé, like the corpo- 
real: the flavour is of lefs confequence than the poignancy. 
In his limited view of the fubje&, our author has in fome de- 
gree fucceeded : independently of this general principle, the 
villainy of Richard is adoraed with the charm of intrepidity ; 
and his perfidy by the moft confummate addrefs. We have 
met with few more finifhed pieces of criticifm than the ex- 
planation of his conduct with lady Anne; yet we cannot fe- 
le& it without mutilation. A lefs exceptionable paflage is 
his elucidation of the character and condu& of Buckingham, 


‘ This accomplice’ poffeffes fome talents, and confiderable 
difcernment of human nature ; his paffions are ardent; he has 
little zeal for the public welfare, or the interefts of virtue or 
religion ; yet, to a certain degree, he poffeffes humanity and 
a fenfe of duty. He is moved with the love of power and 
of wealth. He is fufceptible, perhaps, of envy againft thofe 
who arife to fuch pre-eminence as he thinks might have fuited 
his own talents and condition. Poffefling fome political abi+ 
lities, or at leaft poffefling that cunning, that power of fubtile 
contrivance, and that habit of ativity, which fometimes pafs 
for political abilities, and which, impofing upon thofe whe 
pofiefs them, make them fancy themfelves endowed with the 
powers of diftinguifhed ftatefmen ; he values himfelf for his 
talents, and is defirous of difplaying them. Indeed, this feems 
to be the moft ftriking feature in his character ; and the defire 
of exhibiting his fkill and dexterity, appears to be the foremoft 
of his active pringiples. Such-a perfon is Buckingham; and 
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the condu& of Richard is perfectly confonant. Having too 
much penetration, or too little regard to the public weal, to 
be blindfolded or impofed upon like the mayor, Richard treats. 
him with apparent confidence. Moved, perhaps, with envy 
againft the kindred of the queen, or the hope of pre-eminence 
in confequence of their ruin, he concurs in the accomplifhment 
of their deftruction, and in affifting the ufurper to attain his 
unlawful preferment. But above all, exceflively vain of his 
talents, Richard borrows aid from his counfels, and not only 
ufes him as the tool of his defigns, but feems to fhare with him 
in the glcry of their fuccefs. Knowing, too, that his fenfe of 
virtue is faint, or of little power, and that the fecret exultation 
and triumph for over-reaching their adverfaries, will afford him 
pleafure fufficient to counterbalance the pain that may arife in 
his breaft from the perpetration of guilt, he makes him, in a 
certain degree, the confident of his crimes, It is alfo to be re- 
marked, that Buckingham, elated with the hope, of reward, 
and elated fill more with vanity in the difplay of his talents, 
appears more active than the ufurper himfelf; more inventive 
in the contrivance of expedients, and more alert in their ex- 
ecution. There are-many fuch perfons, the inftruments of de- 
figning men: perfons of fome ability, of lefs virtue, who de-. 
rive confequence to themfelves, by fancying they are privy to 
the vices or defigns of men whom they refpeé&t, and who are 
lifted with triumph in the fulfilment of crafty projects. Richard, 
however, fees the flightnefs of Buckingham’s mind, and reveals 
no more of his projects and vices than he reckons expedient for 
the accomplifhment of his purpofe: for, as fome men, when 
at variance, fo reftrain their refentments-as to leave room for 
future reconciliation ‘and friendfhip ; fo Richard manages his 
feeming friendfhips, as to leave room, without the hazard of 
material injury to himfelf, for future hatred and animofity. A 
rupture of courfe enfues, and in a manner perfeély compatible 
with both of their characters. Richard wifhes for the déath of 
his brother Edward's children ; and that his friend fhould on 
this, as on former occafions, partake of the fhame or the glory. 
Rut here the ambition or envy of Buckingham had no particu- 
lar concern; nor was there any great ability requifite for the 
affaflination of two deftitute infants. Thus his hamanity and fenfe 
of duty, feeble as they were when expofed\to ftronger prin, 
ciples, not altogether extinguifhed, were left to work. uncon- 
trouled; and confequently would fuggeft hefitation. They 
might be aided in their operation by the infatiate defire of re- 
ward for former fervices, not gratified according to promife or 
expectation ; and, by the fame invidious difpofition, transferred 
frou the ruined kindred of the queen to the fuccefsful ufurper, 
Richard, fomewhat aware that this project was more likely to 
encounter fcruples than any of the former, hints kis defign with 
caution: he infinuates it with acknowlegement of obligation ; 
and endeavours to anticipate his confcience, by fuggefting to 
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him, along with this acknowledgment, the recollection of 
former guilt. Not aware, however,’ of the force contained in 
the refifting principles, and apprehending that the mind of his 
affiftant was now as depraved as he defired, he hazards too ab- 
ruptly the mention of his defign. ‘The “confequencee, in per- 
feét confiftency with both their natures, is coldnefs and irrecon- 
cileable hatred.’ 


In the Effay on King Lear, he attempts to bier that * mere 
fenfibility, undirected by reflection, leads men to an extrava-. 
gant expreffion both. of focial and unfecial feelings; renders 
them capricioufly inconftant in their affeétions ; variable, and 
of courfe irrefolute, in their conduct.’ The plan of this 
Effay is concife, clear, and confiftent; at the fame time it 
fcarcely furnifhes a pafflage but what the philofopher will ap- 
prove, and the man of tafte admire. 

The chara&er of Timon is explained.with elegance, but 
perhaps not with equal penetration. So far as Mr. Richard- 
'fon’s reflections lead us, we cannot objet: but the change 
from generofity and profufion to mifanthropy, involves more 
extenfive confiderations. Our author has recapitulated - the 
fum of his explanation in a few words, which we fhall confe- 
quently infert. 


‘ There are few inftances of a dramatic character executed 
with fuch ftrié regard to- unity of defign, as that of Timon. 
This is not all. 1s it not enough to fay, that all the parts of 
his condué are confiftent, or connected with one general prin- 
ciple. They have an union of a more intimate nature. All 
the qualities in his character, and all the circumftances in his 
condudt, lead to one final event. ‘They all co-operate, diredly 
or indiredlly, in the accomplifhment of one general purpofe, 
It is as if the poet had propofed to demonftrate, how perfons of 
good temper, and focial difpofitions, may become mifanthro- 
pical. He afflumes the focial difpofitions to be ‘conftitutional, 
and not confirmed by reafon or by reflection. He then employs 
the love of diftinétion to bring about the conclufion. He thews its 
effects, in fuperceding the influence of better principles, in 
afluming their appearance, and fo, in eftablifhing felf-deceit. 
He fhews its effects, in producing oftentation, injudicious pro- 

. fufion, and difappointment, And laftly, he fhews, how its 
effects contributed to excite and exafperate thofe bitter feelings 
which eftranged Timon from all mankind. Timon, at the 
beginning of the drama, feems altogether humane and affec- 
tionate ; at the end he is an abfolute mifanthrope. Such op- 
pofition indicates inconfiftency of character ; unlefs the change 
can be traced tnrough its cadfes and progrefs. If it can be 
traced, and if the appearance fhall {eem natural, this afpect of 
the human mind affords a curious and very interefting {pectacle. 

- QObferve, in an inflance or two, the fine lineaments and deli- 
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cate fhadings of this fingular charaéter. ‘The poet refufes ad- 
miffion even to thofe-circumftances which may be fuitable, and 
confiftent enough with the general principle ; but which would 


‘rather coincide with the main defign, than contribute to its 


confummation. ‘Timonis lavifh; but he is neither diffolute or 
iniemperate. He is convivial ; but he enjoys the banquet not 
in his own, but in the pleafure of his guefts. Though he dif-, 
plays the pomp of a mafquerade, Phrynia and Timandria are 
in the train not of Timon, but of Alcibiades. He tells us, 
alluding to the correctnefs of his deportment, 


‘6 No villainous bounty yet hath pafs’d my heart ; 
Unwifely, ‘not ignobly, have I given.” 


* We may obferve, too, that he is not fo defirous of bein 
diftinguifhed for mere external magnificence, as of being dif- 
tinguifhed for courteous and beneficent actions. He does fome 
good, but it is to procure diftinction ; he folicits diftinction, 


but it is by doing good. 


- © Upon the whole, ‘* Shakfpeare in his Timon of Athens, 


‘Wiuftrates the confequences of that inconfiderate profufion which 


has the appearance of liberality, and is fuppofed by the incon- 
fiderate perfon himfelf to proceed from a generous principle ; 
but which, in reality, has its chief originan the love of dif- 
tinction.” . | 
Mr. Richardfon next endeavours to point out the defeéts of 
his author, left he might be thought to have been fo far daz- 
wied by his excellencies, as to defcend to indifcriminate ‘ad- 
miration. He repeats thofe which have been ufually attributed 
to Shakfpeare, and thinks all may: have been owing to a defe& 
in tafte. To fupport his opinion, he endeavours to define 
this fleeting fubje&t more accurately. * Confummate tafte,’ 
fays he, ‘ requires that we be capable of feeling what is ex- 
cellent ; that we be capable, in fome meafure, of difcerning 
the parts, and correfpondence of parts, which, in works of 
invention, occafion excellence; and that we have competent 
knowlege in thofe things which are the fubjeéts of an artift’s 
labour.’ But perhaps, in this paflage, and in his comment 
on it, he extends his definition too far. Striétly fpeaking, 
tafte is only that acute perception which leads to the juft and 
proper difcrimination of faults and beauties in the ftructure or 
execution of any work. Judgment and acquired knowlege 
may beneceflary to its perfection, but thefe are not the object 
of tafte ; for they together include all the talents neceflary to 
the performance. If then we fay that, in this extenfive fenfe, 
an author wants tafte, it arraigns him of a very important 
defect. It were needlefs to {pecify works of little tafte, which 
difplay, in the higheft degree, accuracy and judgment. It 
may be allowed that, in our fenfe, Shakfpeare was deficient 
. in 











An Effay on Public Credit. 


in this quality; and, in fome degree, in thofe which follow ; 
but his rapidity was fo great as to hide minute defedéts, even 
from himfelf ; and the tafte of his age, little more refined, 
left him at liberty to purfue his objet without refiraint. In 
the. whole of. this career, we therefore find him attentive only 
to general effect:: and a very learned commentator has con- 
tended, that little more is really necefiary.’ Perhaps the illu- 
fion of the theatre is feldom extended beyond a fingle fcene ; 
and the imagination can, with equal eafe, fuppofe the inter- 
val of an aét to be ten minutes, or ten years. Our author 
however purfues his pofition, by deducing the confequences 
which would naturally arife from the defeéts of Shakfpeare. 
The one is, that a perfon who does not poffefs confummate 
tafte, will be mifled by maxims frequently repeated, but ill 
underftood ; which have fome foundation, but muft be re= 
ceived with caution. ‘The opinion that a dramatift muft fol- 
‘low nature, has confequently led Shakfpeare into that mixture 
of comedy with his tragic fcenes, which fo frequently difgufts. 
The other faults proceed from the want of critical knowlege, 
and correcting his works. We own that we are glad of all 
thefe defects ; for we believe that they conftitute a great part 
of the pleafure which we receive from him. His more uni- 
form tragedies are certainly of inferior merit; and when he 
writes learnedly, like Jonfon, we fleep as readily as over the 
ftudied fpeeches of Cataline. — 

We have already extended this article too far; but it is 
not eafy to quit a favourite fubject. Perhaps the heterodoxy 
of fome opinions may require a greater apology ; yet we have 
no doubt of their bearing the touchftone of the moft rigid ex- 
amination. ‘The volume concludes with fome additional ob- 
fervations on Hamlet, which are curious and juft. But, if 
we had not already offended, we could not offer any remarks 
on them, as they are fo intimately connected with the former 
volume. We ought however to add, that few critics feem to 
have developed this character with equal precifion ; and, not- 

- withftanding a few errors, with greater accuracy. 
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An Effay on the Nature and Principles of Public Credit. &wo. 
4s. in Boards. White. 


Ste S fubje&t, though peculiarly interefting at amoment when 
the defponding patriot dreams only of the deftruction of 
that bubble, which deluded nations have expanded beyond its 
proper fize, is ftill involved in confufion and obfcurity. The 
author of the prefent very intricate and laboured Effay, has 
contributed. to elucidate it, fo far as it depends on calcu- 
lations ; 
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lations 5 ‘but the conclufions muft be correéted and limited by 
confiderations of a very different nature. It is not only on 
general principles that we can determine the refources of a 
nation, and the moft advantageous methods of financing : it is 
not from the mere algebraical calculations, that we can afcer- 
tain the magnitude of the grievance, which refults from an 
increafe of debt: we muftalfo confider the nature of the com- 
merce of the kingdom ; the credit which its merchants have 
ufually given; and the real ftate of its money, both real and 
imaginary. ‘There are many fituations, where the f{malleft 
revenue would be particularly burthenfome; and, on the 
contrary, where the moft exorbitant intereft would be com- 
paratively inconfiderable. For thefe reafons we fhall not 
particularly follow our author in thofe general calculations 
which conititute the bulk of his performance. His great 
merit confifts in a clearnefs of diftin@ion, when he confiders 
the various kinds of loans, and their influence on the fubfe- 
quent events. In his reafoning from them, he is not equally 
accurate ; at leaft, if he is fo, we are unable to comprehend 
his arguments, though we have followed them with uncom- 
mon Care. 

The advantages which accrue to a nation from a public debt, 
have been perhaps exaggerated, while its grievance has been 
magnified in the fame degree. ‘ An Effay on the Nature and 
Principles of Public Credit,’ muft neceflarily confider this 
queftion ; and it is ufeful to attend to the refult of the en- 
quiries of:a diligent and attentive author. In our opinion, 
he determines on it with propriety and candour: without ad- 
mitting the declamations of either party, which are however 
affigned to imaginary perfons, who endeavour to fupport their 
own caufe, he thinks it on the whole ufeful; for it is not 
only the. méft convenient method, but, when conduéted with 
proper attention, he clearly fhows that it is the leaft ex- 
penfive. - 

When he has eftablifhed this pofition, he enquires into the 
concomitant circumftances, A public debt neceffarily fup- 
pofes a rate of intereft; and he endeavours to fhow that we 
ought to declare the real rate; and by no douceur, or any 
private advantages, endeavour to conceal it. We do not in- 
deed think with our author, that this method is really detri- 
mental: the finefle is generally underftood, ahd attended with - 
the whole effect ; though perhaps fome men, who really ac- 
cept ten per cent. in this manner, would refufe a much lefs 
rate in a more undifguifed form.—Mr. Gale next proceeds to 
confider the peculiar nature of annuity ftocks, which he ex- 
amines with precifion ; and his refleGions on this fubje& lead 

him 
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An Effay on Public Credit. 10g 
nim to an enquiry into the principles by which the compara- 
tive value of money is governed. The chief of thefe is the 
‘real quantity in circulation independent of the velocity of 
the circulation.” The laft fe&tion contains a view of the va- 
rious circumftances. which contribute to counteract each other ; 
and, in the moft unfortunate fituations, while the vital ftrength 
is yet entire, to produce fome kind of equilibrium: . We own 
the comparifon of the gravitation of the univerfe, and the 
balance of the folar fyftem, introduced: to illuftrate the 
balance of public credit, raifed a fmile; but it was not 2 
{mile of ridicule or contempt. Our author is too refpeétable 
to fuffer by trifling blemithes, 
The Poftfcript contains fome fenfible obfervations relating to 
hes particular parts of the foregoing work. It is fo conneéted in 
its different parts, that we have not been able to felect a fpe- 
cimen. His obfervations on paper-money are judicious ; but 
our preferring them for an extract, arifes rather from their 
being more detached from the general fubje& of the volume, 
than their fuperiority to fome other parts. 


'¢ Paper-money is by fome confidered as a mockery and de- 
lufion, becaufe (they fay) it has no intrinfic value.—It muft 
indeed be’admitted, that there is no intrinfic value in paper- 
money: but this admiffion will not, in the fmallef degree, 
fupport the opinion of its being a mockery or delufion. 
| ‘ If we trace the value of property, according to the natural 
| - courfe and order of things, to the real fource or fountaia from 

whence that value proceeds, we fhall find that there is no arti- 

cle whatever, whereof the value has any internal or intrinfic 
refidence in the article itfelf.—The value of any article of what- 
ever fort or kind, is (not intrinfic, independent, or abfolute, 
but) extrinfic, dépendent, and comparative ; and refides alto- 
gether in the demands or occafions that there fhall be for fuch 
articles, and the eafe or difficulty with which thofe demands 
may be fupplied. 

‘ Thofe things which are the moft immediately effential for 
man’s exiftence, may perhaps be the moft proper, and the mioft 

' convictive, for the elucidation of this obfervation. — ' 

* Food and raiment, then, are evidently the moft effentially 
neceflary ; and, confequently, the moft truly valuable of all 
commodities: but their value has no kind of internal or intrin- 
fic refidence in the articles themfelves.—If men went univer- 

: fally naked, and neither ate nor drank, what value could there 
; poflibly be in eatables, drinkables, or cloathing ?—the value 

‘| therefore is extrinfic, not intrinfic :—it does not refide in the 
things themfelves ;—it evidently refides altogether in the wants 
and occafions of man. | 

‘ In like manner, the value of every thing elfe, of what- 
ever fort or kind, is extrinfic, not intrinfic; and it is the de- 
mand (and the demand alone) that makes it valuable. 


* Hence, 











Ako Poems by a-Nativeof the Weft Indices. 


‘ Hence, then,—If paper-money be created, and a propor- 
tionate demand therefore be at the fame time created alfo, it 
muft confequently have the felf-fame value as any thing elfe, 
fo far as fuch demand extends. : | 

In every civilized flate there muft be a neceffity for taxes, 
and (of courfe) a demand for a circulating medium of fome 
kind or others and while the taxes or demands therefore are 
proportionate.to. the fupply thereof, how as it poffible that its 
value;can depreciate, whether it be compofed of one kind of 
materials or of another ?~-It is perfectly evident, from the very 
nature of things, that it.cannot in that cafe fuffer’any depre- 
ciation whatfoever.—On the other hand, it is equally evident, 
from the nature of things, that if the fupply fhall-exceed the 
demand, its value muft infallibly depreciate, whatever may be 
the materials of which it fhall be compofed.’ 


We with to preferve our author’s promife, though we own 
that the ambiguity of the expreffion difables us from giving 
it in any but his own words. We have therefore felected the 
concluding lines of the laft fection. 


. © In a word,—If the malady fhall become any thing con- 

fiderable, however large the finking fund fhall be, there can 
be but little (if any) probability of ever effecting the cure, by 
ufing an improper method in the, application of it: and, on 
the other hand, however {mall the finking fund fhall be, or 
however great the malady,—if the finking fund fhall be pro- 
perly applied, it will infallibly effet a perfe& cure, and infal- 
libly reftore the public credit to its priftine flate.~This hall 


be the fubject of a future effay.’ 


atti 


Poems, on Subjeés arifing in England and the Weft Indies. By 
! a Native of the Weft Indies. 410 35. Faulder. 


< renee Poems are evidently written by one who has fpent 
a confiderable. part. of his time in the Weft Indies; and, 
notwithftanding they are often debafed by ‘uncouth expref- 
fions, and vulgar phrafes, fully repay our perufal of them, 
by the peculiarity of manners and fcenery which they exhibit. 
The defcriptive parts feem to be drawn from the author’s own 
obfervations, and the fentiments to flow from his real feeling, 
His interview with a Negro, as given in the firft Poem, is 
pathetic, and does credit to his humanity.. In another, en- 
titled the * Antigua Planter, or War and Famine,’ written 
in the year 1779, when the French had a fuperiority over us 
_ at fea, and that ifland fuffered feverely from a dry feafon, ‘we 
meet with many truly poetical and ftriking paflages. The 
. following addrefs to the Mufes, if we except the concluding 
word of the third line, appears to us in that light. 





* And 
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« And hither, O ye lovely fifters, bring. 
Some drops of cryftal from your facred {pring ; 
Such drops as from the mourning April run, 
When clouds and tempefts gather round the fun.’ 


The lines fubfequent .to the defcription of a planter’s dif- 


trefs, whofe fugar- mill had ‘ceafed to move as ufual, for want 
of wind to turn it, are entitled to. much approbation. 


¢ Rais’d on the fummit of that narrow ground, 
She ftands like fome poor captive bafely bound. 
No longer merry flaves, and rip’ning’canes, 
Move to the joyous hurry of her vanes ; 

No longer Plenty, with her copious horn, 

Pays her gay vifit to the-youthful morn ; ; 

No longer gentle ftars and heavenly pow’rs, 
Like modeit maids, attend the earth with fhow’rs ; 
But funs perpetual burn our thirtty Jand, 

And noxious fun-beams fparkle off the fand. 
Around, behold, what marks of heav’nly ire, 
And rays defcend, like arrows barb’d with fire! 
To weftern fkies, our hot Atlantic fun, 

His thirfty day’s diurnal courfe has run. 

No humid clouds, in ruddy ether roll’d, 

To mark his morning’s near approach with gold ; 
From his broad front no ftreaming glories fhone, 
And all the winds were lull’d around his throne. 
No gentle breezes from the ocean blew, 

To brufh from off the pointed thorn the dew. 
But horrors, rifing with the fultry day, 

Mark’d the dread fplendour of his fiery way!” ~ 


The reader will obferve two or three exceptionable lines in 


the paflage we have quoted; and there are others in that 
which immediately follows, defcriptive of the Negroe’s mi- 
fery : itis, however highly wrought, and delineated in a ftrong 
and characteriftic manner. 


There is a fimplicity of ftyle, and firength of fancy in two 


Poems; one entitled, a Scene in the Weft Indies; and the 


other Night in Miniature, which opens in the following 


manner : 





* At length the filver moon is up, 
And leads the ftarry pow’r ; 

Now night has clos’d each drooping cup 
Of ev’ry drooping flow’r. 


And now the bee has hufh'd that tone, 
Which late I heard fo high, 

And other tribes of harfher moan, 

His founds but ill {upply. 
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That bee I faw, with wings fo flighty 
Difport.in noon-tide breeze ; 

The bee that trod thofe flowers fo light, 

. Was {weeter far than thefe.. 


All day, poor wretch, IT faw him toil, 
To fwell his little ftore ; : 

And now, indeed, he refts a while, 
For this day’s toil is o’er. 


And now I hear the crickets call ; 
The glow worm’s light, I fee, / 
And tho’ her trembling light be fmall,- 
*Tis quite enough for me. 


The fpider now has laid his fnare 
Of cobweb hid from view, 


' And, ere his mercy whifpers {pare, 


Shall flay a fly or two. 


Now, too, the ants have caught a worm, 
On which they mean to fup ; 

And ere the beetle founds his knell ; 
Thofe ants will eat him up. 


I’ve heard, the fairy king and queen 
Oft feek thefe lonely hours ; 

‘Tho’ often heard, are never feen, 
So wonderful their pow’rs ! 


On Night’s foft ear their voices fteal, 
When all is hufh’d and dark ;s 

And up the middle air they wheel, 
Much {wifter than the lark. 


Now deeper darknefs veils the earth, 
And lulls each drowfy fcene ; 

While not a lab’ring thought has birth, 
Whilft Silence reigns as queen. 


So ftill’s the air thro’ all the fkies, 


So peaceful all the lakes, 
That not a downy thiftle flies, - 
Or wat’ry bubble breaks.’ 


The quotations we have given will, we apprehend, fuf- 





ficiently prove that the author is poffefled of no inconfiderable 
fhare of natural genius. Many paflages, though we meet 
with others extremely liable to cenfure, are truly original ; 
and where the latter occur, a performance, however otherwife 
defective, is infinitely preferable. to the generality of thofe 
tame productions with which the prefs fo much abounds ; 
_ that convey, in correct language, the hackneyed images, and 
thread-bare thoughts, of a long lift of preceding rhymers. 
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Aneedotes of ihe Ruffian Empire. In a Seriés of Letvers, awritten. 
a few Years ago, from Sz. Peterfourgh. 8v0. 65. Cadell. 


pe ingenious author of thefe letters went with ; lord, 

and. his family, in 1768, to Ruflia; where;; 
during a refidence of four yeats, he had opportunities of, 
making many obfervations on the manners of the ,Ruffians, 
and of knowing fome interefting particulars.in the charaCers. 
of eminent perfons. The faéts which he relates are either 
fuch as he had occafion to witnefs, or as had been communi- 
cated t6’him by perfons on whofe information he could de- 
pend. - Several of the letters however, and thofe not the leait’ 
entertaining, are written on fubjeé&ts which have uo immediate 
conneftion with the author’s general defign. But a reader of 
tafte will not regret an intermixture which affords agreeable 
diverfity ; and where national anecdotes are, fufpended only to 
make room for philofophical reflection, or fome beautiful pro- 
duStion of poetry. 

The volume begins with the Journal of a Voyage fed 
England to St. Peterfburgh. Among the objeéts that occurred 
to the author’s ebfervation, in performing this paflage, he 
mentions a {mall palace belonging to the king of Denmark. 
Tt is diftant about two miles from Elfinore; is flat-rooféd ; 
has twelve windows in front; and is faid to be built on the 
place formerly occupied by the palace of Hamlet’s father. In 
an adjoining garden is fhewn the very fpot where, according 
to tradition, that prince was poifoned. 

From the 2d of Auguft, the day on which the veffe! left the 
Nore, the voyage was {peedy and agreeable, until the 13th 
of that month, at one in the morning, when the thip ftruck 
upon arock in the gulf of Finland. In this dangerou: fita- 
ation the veffel was lightened; by throwing feveral of the 
guns, and fome heavy cafks, into the fea. Signals of diftrefs 
had been hung out, and fix or feven guns had been fired ; but, 
though in the neighbourhood of fome iflands, no “boat 3 
came. off to their affiftance. After fun-fét the hopes of 
the voyagers were revived by the appearance of fails at fom: 
diftance. Signals of diftrefs were repeated, and it was ima- 
gined by all on board, that the; fhips were fteering towards 
them; but their expectation was foon blafted, by feeing the 
vefels fail away, and themfelves left in the aggravated dittrefs 
of being thus cruelly abandoned. But bya more merciful 
fate, they were foon afterwards relieved from their fituation, 
and on the 15th of Auguft, arrived at St. Peterfburgh. ° The 
firft obje& of our author’s attention in the Ruffian capital, is 
the ceremony of the emprefs’s laying the foundation-ftone of 
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a church dedicated to St. Ifaac, and imtended.to be. the large 
in St. Peterfburgh. Omitting the defcription of this fcene, 
we hall prefent our readers with the more “interefting “ac- 
count of ‘a diaty of the emprefs,.as the author heard it from 
the countefs Rontanfoff; a very refpeCtable old lady of the firft 
diftin&tion at the Ruflian’court. ~~ - . 

' © Her, majefty, according to this authority, rifes at five in 
the morning, andis engaged in bufinefs till near ten. ‘She then 
breakfafts, and goes to prayers: dines at two: withdraws to 
her own apartment foon after dinner: drinks tea at five: fees 
company, plays at cards, or attends public places, the play, 
opera, or mafquerade, till fupper: and goes to fleep at ten. 
By eleven, every thing about the palace is as ftill as midnight. 
Whitt is her favourite game at cards; fhe ufually plays for five 
imperials the rubber ; and as fhe plays with great clearnefs and 
attention, fhe is often fuccefsful: fhe fometimes plays too at 
picquet and cribbage. Though fhe is occafionaly prefent at mu- 
fical entertainments, fhe is not faid to be fond of mufic. In the 
morning, between prayers and dinner, fhe frequently takes an 
airing, according as the weather admits, in a coach or fledge. On 
thefe occafions, fhe has fometimes no guards, and very few at- 
tendants ;.and does not chufe to be known or faluted as em- 
prefs.. It is in this manner that fhe vifits any great works that 
may be going.on in the.city, or in.the neighbourhood. _ She is 
fond. of having {mall parties of eight or ten perfons with her at 
dinner ; and dhe frequently fups, goes to balls, or mafquerades, 
in the houfes of her nobility. When fhe retires to her palaces 
in the country, efpecially to Zarkocelo, fhe lays afide all ftate, 
and lives with her ladies on a footing of as eafy intimacy as 
poflible. Any one of them who rifes on her entering or goin 
out of a room, is fined in a rouble: and alt forfeits of this — 
fort are given to the poor. You will eahly perceive, that by 
her regular and judicious diftribution of time, fhe is able: to 
tranfatt a great deal of bufinefs;, and that the affability of her 
manners render her much beloved. But I will not yet fay any 
thing very pofitive concerning her character and principles of 
action. For, fhe may be very focial and very affable, ** and 
{mile, and fmile, and” —— you know the reff. . 

‘ I may, however, very fafely affirm;'that a great number 
of her actions, fo great indeed as to conftitute a diftinguifhing 
feature in her character, proceed ‘either from the defire of doing 
good, or the love of fame. Ifthelaft, it muft alfo be acknow- 
ledged, that the praife the: is’ fo defirous of obtaining, ‘is, in 
many inflances, the praife of humanity. Sometimes, indeed, 
there is a fort .of whim or, affectation of fingularity, in the 
_ manner of conferring her favours, that looks as if the defire of 
_ being fpoken of, fully as mach as the defire of doing good, 
_was the fountain from which they flow. For example—A young 
-eflicer,y who attended the court, fell in love, as was natural, 


with 
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with a young lady. The lady, as was alf6 natural, appeared 

not infenfible to his worth, nor difpleafed with his affiduity. 

But want of fortune on both fides, was an obftacle to their 

union. The emprefs however perceived theit attachment; and 

fent one day for the young gentleman to a private conference. 

She told him fhe had obferved that M and he entertained 

great tendernefs for one another; that the whole court obferved | 
it; and hinted fomething like regret, that.fuch things fhould. 
have been remarked. The young man was difconcerted ; but had 
firmnefs enough to avow the filtcerity of his paflion. ‘* Then,” 
faid her majefty, ‘*‘ you muft forthwith be married.” This 
was fudden: the young man fhewed fome hefitation ; but not 
from any motives that were improper: ‘‘ he had no fortune, 
and could not maintain the lady in a manner fuited to her 
rank and merits.” ‘The emprefs was peremptory. They were 
married as {peedily as the forms of the church permitted, and 
fent off in a coach to St. Peterfburgh ; for the court was at that 
time at Zarfkocelo. They knew not whither they were going, 
nor how they were to fabfit ; nor were they very certain of 
their not having incurred their fovereign’s difpleafure. Mean- 
time, the perfons who conducted them, and who would’ give 
them no information, fet them down in the Galerinhoff. Here, 
to their utter aftonifhment, they were carried into a houfe‘ele- 
gantly furnifhed ; they met with a numerous company of their 
friends ; they found a‘ fplendid entertainment ; and the bride- 
groom was told by a meflenger from the emprefs, that her ma- 
jefty had given him that houfe as he found it, and had appoint- 
ed him to an office ‘* fuited to his rank and merits.” | 


The fubje& of the fourth letter is an extraordinary oc- 
currence in the hiftory of an abfolute government; the meet- 
ing of the deputies afflembled by the emprefs, from different 
parts of Ruffia, to affift her majefty in making laws. We are 
told that the deputies, in their firft addrefs, ftyled hey ‘ great, 
wife, and the mother of her people ;’ but the declined the 
two firft of thefe titles in her reply, which was to the follow- 
ing effect: « None can bé gélled great before death ; none 

aBoe 





wife, that are mortal ; I-4f6pe I fhall act as the mother of my 

people.” ae 
‘The meeting confifted of about fix hundred members. They 
met in’ the palace, in a large hall, provided with feveral 
adjoining rooms for committees. ‘The affembly had no pre- 
tenfions to freedom of debate; and hardly any tendeficy 
towards eftablifhing political liberty.. The members, in -ge- 
neral, were chofen by the will of the ‘fovereign. By her the 
fubjects of debate were propofed;! fhe kept in her own hands 
the right of ratifying every determination ; and the affembly 
might be difmiffed at her pleafure. All the deputies wore on 
their breafts gold medals, as the badges of their office; and 
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as they ‘had come to St. Peterfburgh. from the remoteft parts. 
of the empire, the variety of their dreffes, we are told, ,was 
whimfical and amufing, The following anecdote, which,our 
author fays he has feveral times heard, of two Samoid depu- 
ties, is worthy of being mentioned. 


« The emprefs afked them to fuggeft fuch laws as they PPT 
hended would promote the welfare of their nation. One of 
them replied, that they had very few. laws, and did not defire 
any more. ‘* How,” aid the emprefs, *“have you no crimes ! 
Are there no pérfons among you guilty of theft, murder, or 
adultery ? If you have crimes, you muft have punifhment } and 
punithment fuppofes law.” “ We have fuch crimes,’” anfwered 
the deputy, ‘* and they are duly punifhed. If ‘one man ‘puts 
another to death unjuftly, he alfo muft fuffer death.” Here’ 
he flopped: he thought he had faid enough. ‘* But-what” re- 
fumed: her majetty, ‘‘ are the punifhments of theft and adul- 
try?” ‘* How,” faid the Samoid, with a good deal of furprife, 
‘*is not detection fufficient punifhment j One would ima- 
gine, from this anecdote, that the Samoids are, or refemble, 
the nation-of whom Tacitus fays, ** Plu/jue ibi boni mores va- 
lent, quam alibi Done leges :’? “ and virtuous manners have there 
more efficacy than good laws elfewhere.” 


Such public occufrences as we have already mentioned, may 
come to the knowlege of any traveller who is moderately. i in- 
quifitive ; but we are fenfible that, in general, it is not an 
eafy matter to obtain information concerning the ftate ef 
Ruffia. Very little, as our author obferves in one of his 
Letters, can be reaped from mixed. converfation ; where the 
topics ufually difcuffed are thofe,which relate only to the 
amufement of the company, With regard to its being, as 
he farther obferyes, an unpleafant, thing to afk queftions,: this 
is an argument. fo repugnant to the operation of laudable cu- 
riofity, that,it.ought to be admitted with great. referve. * The 
inquirer, faysour author, is fo. much in the power, of the 
perfon he addrefies, that the fituation is difagreeables or he 
pats people fo much on-their guard againft him, that he de- 
feats his own purpofe, and receives net,even accidental or in- 
dire& information. They entertain fufpicions of your defign ; 
they think you wifh to be a profound politician, or that you . 
are carrying on a treafonable correfpondence ; or, ftill more 
atrocious, that your purpofe is to publith a book ; or, laftly, 
they may perchance have read Horace, and have faid to them- 
felves, im the words of that exquifite poet, 


Percontatorem fugito, nam garrulus idem eft.” 


The arguments above fuggefted appear highly plaufible ; 
though there is fomething ludicrous in the gradation, accord- 


. ing 
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Thg to the duthor’s' arrangement. ~The fear of incurring 
fafpicion ‘of ‘treafonable correfpondence might alone ‘be a 
‘fafficient motive to deter any prudent traveller from afking 
a number of queftions. But when, by the climax, we find 
a political crime of fuch magnitude, mentioned. as lefs atro- 
cious in the eyes of a Ruffian than the. fafpicion of pub- 
lifhing a book, or the. violation of a precept of Horace, we 
muft acknowlege we are’ utterly at a Jofs to reconcile the ex- 
iftence of fo much -barbarifm, with fucha degree of claffical 
philofophy, in one‘and’the fame people. We fubmit it to the 
confideration- of the ingenious author, whether, in the above 
paflage;’ Horate be tiot “intreduced in fuch a manner as that 
judicious ‘critic, who knew fo well the laws of propriety, guod 
veri atgue decens,' Would have difapproved. If this be ad- 
mitted, we have only to remark farther, as a fingularity, in 
morals, that the..character. which Horace cautions againft, 
may really be incurred by endeavouring too ftudioafly to avoid 
it~. Our author, however, without.being reduced to the necef- 
fityiof afking queftions, appears to have had good opportunities 
of making remarks on the ‘manners of. the. Rufians. Thus, 
in the following extra&, he defcribes the diftribution of prizes 
‘to ftudents in the academy at St. Peterfburgh, and the repre- 
feiitation of a Ruffian tragedy. 7 
“CST “Was lately prefent ‘at a diftribution of prizes to ftudents 
educated in the academy of arts and feiences. I paffed through 
two’ large rooms, where, the boys, dreffed in white uniforma, 
wére-drawn up in two tanks; and went into a third, where the 
great duke, and other academicians, were feated round ‘a table, 
‘on’ which were placed {pecimens. of hand-writing and drawing, 
executed by the fcholars.. There were alfo prefent many ladies 
aiid gentlemen of the court. Count Betfkoy began the cere- 
mony, by addreffing a fpeech to the gtand duke, in which he 
recommended the feminary to his protection. To this his impe- 
rial highnefs replied, ‘* As the welfare of Ruffia thall ever be 
the object neareft my heatt; arid *as the proper education of 
‘youth is of fo much confequence in every well-ordered ftate,. it 
claims, and fhall ever obtain, my moft conflant attention.” He 
{poke flowly, and with propricty, yet not without the diffigence 
of an amiable boy. On fitting down, he turned fmiling to count 
Panim, his governor, with the air of one afking, have I ac- 
quitted myfelf aright ? The count feemed to affent, and I thought 
a tear rofe in his eye. I was told that the emprefs was prefent 
among the ladies ; but though this might be. known to them, 
fhe did not chufe upon that occafion to be acknowleged as em- 
prefs. The mother wifhed to obferve her fon. It was the firkt 
time he had fpoken in public ; and the mother’s heart muft have 
thrilled with pleafure. I almoft wept for joy. —— After this the 
company pafled into another room, where the prizes were diftri- 
I 3 buted, 
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buted. ‘They were firft prefented to the ladies, and by them,to 
. the little boys. The fcene was amufing ; and was enlivened.at 
intervals by a band of muficians in an adjoining recefs.—Tell 
me now, would not a ftranger, on witnefling fuch a fcene, on 
feeing ove of the moft powerful fovereigns on.earth, and the pre- 
fumptive heir of this mighty empire, fo attentive to the welfare 
and improvement of their people, would he not feel rapture, 
approve, and applaud? Yet when I exprefs thofe fentiments, 
there are perfons who fhake their heads; who tell me, this aca- 
demy has fubfifted for many.years, and what have they done ¢ 
At may be mentioned with oftentatious pomp-in a:news-paper,, or 
by Voltaire, and nothing elfe is, intended. —Such fpeeches are 
mortifying ; and, notwithitanding their authority, I muft fay, 
that even admitting the love of fame to be the fole motive, ‘the 
mieans ufed are far more laudable than thofe practifed by princes 
who purfue the objects of their ambition, by adding one inhu- 
‘man aét to another. ny 4 | 
* The academy mentioned above was founded in a former reign. 
But ata convent, a few verits from St. Peterfburgh, there is an 
eftablifhment for the education of young women, by her prefent 
majefty. It: fomewhat refembles that of St, Cyr, founded by 
M. Maintévon ; and the emprefs. maintains jn 1t two hundred 
girls, from.fix to-eighteen years old... They are divided into two 
claffes: the firft confifts. of the children, of officers, above the 
rank of major, inclufive ; and the fecond confitts of the children 
of inferior officers; the firft are inftruéted in- elegant and -polite 
. accomplifhments ; and the fecond, together with mufic and danc- 
ing, are taught to work in all femaleemployments. All their 
ni 2H, comprehending “even their drefs, are defrayed. by. the’ 
emprefs. ATT ieee a 
*- ¢'T was prefent, fome time ago, at an entertainment caning 
of dances of different kinds, which.they exhibited.in prefence.o 
the grand duke, ‘and many of the, nobility. It began with 
dances by girls.of the fecond-clafs, who were dreffed uniformly 
in brown petticoats, blue jackets, white aprons, white caps and 
handkerchiefs, They were fucceeded by thofe of the firft djvi- 
fion, who were dreffed in court-dreffes of different colours ; ex- 
cepting that the younger part were dreffed uniformly'in white, 
trimmed with blue,—But the moft amufing exercife'I have feen 
them exhibit was the reprefentation of a Ruffian tragedy. It was 
reprefented not only with proptiety, but with elegance ; and not 
ouly fo, but with great theatrical ability. The flowing hair, 
the fparkling ‘blué eyes, ‘he fine figure, and graceful motions of 
the young:ladywho. performed the principal character ; her me- 
lodious voice,.and exquifite butiwell-regulated fenfibility, charm- 
ed, and even tranfported, her audience. Near where I fat was 
~ gn. old venerable;officer,:, during .the firft fcenee, his folicitude 
and anxiety were very apparent; they were foon changed into 
joys his emotions flowed out in tears : - fhe was his grandchild. 
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*. Yet blue eyes, i Op gre, and’ melodious voice, have no 
effect: on cole Wine fha eir headsy ‘and make: fage remarks. 
They:chill the ardour of ‘your applaufe’ by afking, what provi- 
fion is made for thefe young’ ladies after they leave the convent #! 
and whether their education be fuited to theit fortune or expect- 
ations ? and whether, if they fhould not foon get hufbands, they 
will be inclined, ‘after all this mufic’and dancing, and tragediz= 
ing, to fubmit "to ‘the ngid laws of a- nunnery >—Quettion-: 
afking, as I obferved at the beginning of this letter, is no pléa- 
fant bufinefs ; and the above queftidns feemed to’ me: particularly 
difagreeable, as I was thot juft furnified with fit replies. I ought, 
to have’ mentioned that the nitins refident i’ this convent, fome of 
whotn were prefent at the above: mentioned entertainments, haye, 
it in char 6, to inftruétthe young ladies in religious’ knowlege.” 


Ina fubfequent letter, the author prefents.us.with a defcrip=; 
tion ofthe, Rufiian winter, illuftrated by feveral beautiful 
paflages from the third Georgic of Virgil, on-which he makes 
fome’ pertinent: remarks, expreflive of judgment and good 
tafte. One phenomenon im: the Ruffian atmofphere, he par- 
ticularly obferved: It is, that in the coldeft and brighteft 
weather, an infinite number of little fhining: darts, or fpi- 
culz, may be feen fiyifg in all direétions through the’ fky. 
They feem to be’ ‘about a quatter of an inch in length; not 
thicker than the fineft hair; and their golden colour, glanci: ag 
as they fhoot through the deep azure fky, has a beautiful ap- 
pearance. 

Ourauthor’s account of. the Rufians, in refpect of religiony 
is ‘unfavourable. Though’ it, 1s| pretended that its principles 
are pure and rational; the practice, he affirms, is different ; 
neither the clergy,>im general, being exemplary, nor the laity 
upright.» On no’ confideration would:'a Ruffian peafant omit 
his faltings, the bending of his body, ‘and the’ ‘regularity of 
his attendance on facred rites ; but’ he has no-feruple tofteal, 
or commit murder. ‘ ‘The clergy’ are reprefented as, in gene- 
ral, extremely ignorant. No more learning is ufually required 
of common, officiating patith priefts, or popes, as they’ ate 
called, than that they be able:to. read the old Rufs or Sclavonian 
language. They feldom.or never preach; and their chief 
duty confifts in the knowlege of forms, and in seacing prayers 
and portions of {cripture. | 
 -Agriculture-being ftill: in ‘its infaincy i in. Ruffia, on account 
of the. flavery of the peafants, the entprefs.endeavours to pro- 
mote fome knowlege of this neceflary art, by forming colonies 
of ftrangers. Our author’ defcribts a Ruffian plow as a ridi- 
culous obje&. It is fo light that it maybe lifted in the hand : 
Gt is drawn by one {mall horfe ; ¥ the plough-fhare does not ex- 
ceed the fize of a large carving-knife, and ferVes no other 
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purpofe than to loofen the furface.of, the, earth... ¥et in fome 
places, to which our author made an excurfion, there are tole- 
rable crops of barley, rye, and. buckity wheat; and, in many 
places, extenfive meadows, luxwriant: with natural prafs. 

The. celebrated count Munich makes a diftinguithed figure 
inthe hiftery of Ruffia ; and of this perfonagé Mr. ‘Richatd- 
fon has prefented us with fome anecdotes, which not being 
generally known, may be acceptable to ‘many of opr readers. 


~’¢ Count Munich was prime minifter of Ruffia, in the reign of 
the émprefs Anna Ivanowna, and in-that of her fucceflor Ivan ; 
was condemned to fuffer death by the emprefs Elizabeth, but re-, 
céived a pardon on the {caffold ; and, :inftead of, being. ‘beheaded, 
wag ‘banithed | into Siberia. Count Ofterman, his political rival, 
was’to have fuffered déath at the fame time, and in the fame 
matiner: hé afeended the fcaffold: faw the axe and the execu- 
tloner ; committed his fotil to heavén; laid his head upon the 
block; expeGedthe deadly blow; was lifted up; had his eyes 
uncov oad: ; and was told that the empref had fpared his life, but 
that. he muft go-into banifhment: One might afk whether, in 
this inflance, mercy woe the vigor of cruelty, or cruelty the 
vizor of mercy foe~'The countefs-Mupich had, the liberty of 
choofing, either ta accompany her hyfband 3 into.a wild and dreary 
region in the north of Afia; or to Fema din, with her acquaintance 
and friends in Peterfburgh. Without hefitation or reluctance fhe 
chofe to follow her hufband. © 
- © The commanding officer of the’ fortrefé-where the count was 
confined, was. itridtly enjoined to allow him no more than the 
wrere neceflasies off life » and was ofdéred fo ifidulge him in no 
alleviation of his: fulterings: | Bary fortunately for Munich, the 
oficer had fervedsunder him inthe Turkith war, and was'a pers 
fon of a generous dand-humane difpofitions «Moved by veneration 
for bis. general, whom. he had feen performing fo, many gallant 
exploits, and conceiving himfelf out of the reach of informa- 
tion,. by his great dittance from the capital, he did every thing 
iti his power to {often the rigour of exile; and, among. other in- . 
dulgences, perjnitted him the ufe of -matcrials "tor writing; and 
to have’ fome’ ihtereourfe with the inhabitants of the country, 
The countefs found amufement, and pleafure and relief, during 
‘ynany folitary yéats, in inftruétmg the children of ‘the neigh; 
bouring peafants, For this alleviation of her misfortune, ‘the 
was indebted tothe fame goodnefs of heart that carried her from 
the gaicty of focial life into the midft of a lonely defart: for 
had fhe.been proud and felfith, the could not have tubmitted to, 
or been capable of, any fuch employment ; and muft confe- 
quently have been deprived of the.comfort which it afforded her, 
Even the difeharge of -her duty to her hufband, and his affec- 
tionate gratitude, could not otherwife have preferved her from 
pining. ‘The count ound amufement in the exercifes of a well- 
regulated underftanding ; ; he employed himfelf in writing the 
memoirs 
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memoirs of his life, 4nd in drawing plans of fieges and fortifi« 
cations. : 

¢ But thefe alleviations of ‘their captivity were interrupted, 
A Ruffian officer pafling through the country, and ftaying fome 
days at the forttefs, obferved the liberty enjoyed by Munich, and 
had the fingular inhumanity, on his return to St. Peterfouryh, to 
inform Elizabeth of all ‘he had feen, The ‘difpofitions which 
led him to inform, led him’ alié°to-exaggerate. “He infinuated; 
that the count was plotting mifchief againft the emprefs, of 
againft the flate : and that his plans and writings wefe not matter 
of mere, amufement. Aceordingly,; thefriend.of Munich was 
fuddenly recalled, . divefted. of his authority, and threatened with 
the punifhment of treafonable difobedience. . But the count, in 
order to exculpate his benefactor, fent all the papers he poffefled, 
thefe memoirs and thofe plans, which wefe the objects of his 
affection, and his folace for many winters of difmal folitude: he 
- fent them with the utmof readinefS to St. Petertburgh. This 
effort coft him a griévous pang. They were burnt. But they 
were ’atr oblation offered on the “altar of yrateful friendthip ; for 
he had the confolation of learning, that they had been the-means 
of preferving his friend from rigorous punifhment.,» He had not 
however the happinefs of feefng him return ro Siberia, 

‘ On the acceflion of Peter the Third, he was. relieved from 
his captivity; and, after,an exile. of twenty-five years, was ree 
ftored to his former ‘honours. One of the firft perfons he met 
with at court, after his reftoration, was his old.enemy and rival 
count Ofterman, who, as was.above mentioned, had been exiled 
at the fame time with himfelf, and. was now alfo at court for the 
firft time fince his recal. What, do. you apprehend, were the 
fentiments of thefe two remarkable men, on this. extraordinary 
and unexpected mecting 2 They had, .been, equally...ambitious ; 
had poffeffed fimilar political abilities ; had,been engaged in the 
fame purfuits ; competitors: for the fame pre-eminence, and of 
courfe in violent oppofition..to each other; they had beth been 
difappointed, had {uttered fimilar. punifhment,. and. were now, 
after a long period, “in the fame manner, and at the fame infant, 
releafed. Would an remains. of their old animofity {til lurk in 
their bofoms, and {till darken, their hearts ?, Or, rather, cured of 
the ambition which had formerly fet them. at-variance, would 
they not regard one: another with fome complacency: ?. would the 
not feel as if they had met in heawen ? andy defpifing ‘the little- 
nefs of their former diffenfions, would not the recollection unite 
their affections ? Such,, perhaps, would.haye been the tendency 
of their feelings, if the prefence of fo many ipectators, who be- 
held them with gazing curility, had not imprefled their minds 
with the dread of impropriety, and fo reflrained their emotions, 
The circumftances were; indeed difagreeable ; and the emperor, 
by w thofe clemency. they, were, reftored, would have fhewn a de- 
licate, inftead of a whimfical gencrofity, if he had prevented a 
Atuation fo very painful. I am indeed perfuaded, by the follow- 
ing 
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iny anecdote, that if the heart, of Munich had been.allowed to 
flow. unreftrained, it would have. flowed in a full ftream of com- 
placency.-——Soon after his return to St. Peterfourgh, the perfon 
who had fo malicioufly informed againft the officer who had 
fhewn him fo much attention in Siberia, fought’ an early oppor. 
tunity of waiting upon him, threw himfelf at his feet, and crayed 
his forgivenefs. ‘* Go,” faid the old man, * were my heart like 
yours, perhaps I might feek for revenge; but as: am. out ‘of 
your reach, you have no reafon-to’be afraid.” . 


Among thofe in St. Peterfburgh who feek amufement-in 
reading, we are informed that German literaturé’ ig much in 
fafhion ; and the author prefents ‘us witha tranflation of fome 
fables from the German of Leffing, which are no unfavourable 
fpecimens of that agreeable fabulift. ° But thefe we: thal pafs 
over, to lay before our readers fomé original verfes, the pro- 
duétion of our author’s own pen ; which are written with pu- 
rity of fentiment, and in a ftrain of elegant fimplicity. They 
were {€nt with fome flowers toa young lady, now V——‘{s of 
S ts 


* To thee, fweet fmiling maid, I bring 
The beauteous progeny of fpring : 
¥n every breathing bloom I find - 
Some pleafing emblem of thy mind, 
The blufhes of that opening'rofe 
Thy tender modefty difclofe. | 
Thefe fnow-white lillies of the vale 
_ Diffufing fragrance to the gale, 
~'© “No oftentatious tints affume, 
72" Vain of their exquifite perfume ; 
‘01 Carelefs,' and fweet, ‘and mild, we fee 
» -!seiimthem‘a lovely type of thee. 
ve Invyonder gay-enamel’d field, 
, >)» Serene-that azure bloffom fmil’d : 
. -|,)4+dNot changing with the changeful ky, 
. ..., its faithlefs tints inconftant fly ; Gas 
For, unimpair’d by winds and rain, _ 
_; I faw th’ unalter’d hue remain. 
, SO were thy mild affections prov’d, 
Thy heart by Fortune’s frown unmov’d, 
Pleas’d to adminifter relief, 
: °Tn times of woe would folace grief. 
~"“Phefe flowers with genuine! beauty glow’; , 
‘| *Ehie tints from Nature’s pencil flow : 
What artift could improve their bloom ? 
‘oi; .Ordweeter make, their fweet perfume ? 
vio Fruitlefs the vain-attempt, Like thefe — 
_, Thy natiye, trath, thine artlefs eafe, . 
_ Fair, unaffeéted maid, can never fail to pleafe.’ 
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In the tweritieth letter, the atithor deferibes the. funeral of 
the princefs Kurakin, as an example of the Ruffian ceremonies 
in the burial‘of the dead. ‘One part of the ceremony is the 
afpafmus, or daft embrace, accompanied with a-hymn, recited 
by the attending clergy. This hymn, according to our au- 
thor’s information, was written originally in Greek, by the 
famous Joannes Damafcenus ; and was tranflated from him, 
for the ufe of the. Ruffian church, into the Sclavonian, the 
diale&t ufed in Ruffia in a&s of religious worfhip, A tranf- 
lation of it-into:Englith is given in one of ,thefe letters. 

We foon afterwards meet with the tranflation of an elegiac 
poem, from the original of a young Lufatian. The fubje& 
is, the Victim. of fancied Woe; a fubject: perhaps more con- 
genial to a vitiated than a found imagination ;. but the magic 
of the mufe.can more than compenfate the ideas:that flow 
from. apprehenfion ; andthe animated fenfibility expreffed-in 
the verfion, affords additional evidence of the author’s poetical 


talents. 
[To be continued. ] 
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Sermons on the Evidence of a future State of Rewards..and Pi- 
nifoments, arifing from a View of our Nature and: Géudition 5 
in which are confidered fome Objettions \ of Ehimess’ preached 
before the Univerfity ‘of Cambridge. By William He rye: 
B.D. 8v0. 259 64. fewed. » Cadell: 


]?: is certain, that the government of an infinitely wife and 

good Being muf be uniform and confiftent 5,and. in every 
inftance, and at every period, perfeétly calculated:to promote 
the order and harmony of ‘the univerfe, and the‘happinefs of 
every fubordinate creature. ‘The knowlege which we'have of 
the divine adminiftration, is confined to thé narrow limits of 
this’earth, and the prefent life. “We fee only the ’béginning 
of an important plan; a fmall part of the great drama of 
nature: but from this imperfect fpecimen we have réafon to 
conclude, that the part. which is.to,follow, will be noble and 
extenfive, and gradually difplay fill higher . depress of con= 
fummate rectitude and benevolence... | | 

The learned author -of»thefe idifcourfes confiders the fitu- 
ation of mankind in the prefent ftate,/and from thence. deduces 
very proper and reafonable: wepelesony, relative to tively future 
deftination. . ry Dit20 . 

From their circumftaticés ahd endowments’ navitheste, that 
this life is a ftate’of ‘diftiplive’and” |proBation’; and confe- 
quently, that, it, is rep aratory AD a fate ‘of, rewards and pu! 
nifhmenfs. He Bae erves, that ‘the’ fame inference may be 
drawn 
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drawn fron: the works of a fapreme Being. ‘By a’ particélar 
furvey of the prefenv fate, he endeavours to.open>a clearer 
profpect into “the: next. He:confiders the ufecand beauty of 
general laws'in® the natural: amd» moral world, and the admi- 
niftration ‘of the prefent life.» tbytsd: ‘ 
Ta comphance with the maxims advanced by-certain philo- 
fophers,» he endeavours to explain how.far the doétrine of fu- 
ture. rewards) and punifhments: may be maintained on the 
ground of experience, by confidering the future adminiftration 
of affairs, as ‘an dmage or copy of the prefent fyitem. In the 
Jaft difcourfe he fhews, that the principles of thefe: philofo- 
phers, though properly applied, are in themfelves narrow and 
defective; and that our experience is not to be: confidered as 
the ftandard and ‘meafure of our expe&ations. ine 


€ In the houfe of God are many'manfions, inhabited, it may 
be, by different orders of intellectual beings, among” whom 
various laws reign, various difpenfations fubfift, as their feveral 
€apacities or conditions require. There are however within.the 
fphere of our knowlege, creatures without number, each under 
regulations peculiar to their own kind. But if different crea- 
tures are treated differently, the like may be fuppofed of the 
fame creatufes, in different periods of their exiitence.. Weare 
now only in oar firft ftage; inthe very infancy of our being. 
Rude as we are; and uninformed, we are placed in this world : 
and we'can paftly comprehend in what re{peéts we are properly 
fitwated. But when we confider the nature of the human mind, 
and what farther attainments it is capable of ; how much our 
wills may be refined, and how our underftandings may be en- 
larged without limit; we fhall think it ‘not itpofiible, but 
there may be’ a variety of ftates, differing in degrees of hap- 
pinefs;: to'which, if we fall not fhort of the glories: referved 
for us,’ we are to fucceed, as-we advance im knowlege and vir- 
tue. From the throne of God proceed fountains of living 
water, at which, all creatures drink, each in-the place of their 
abode, and diftinguifhed by their feveral clafles.. "To us, at 
our immenfe diftance, and in this vale of mifery, the ftream 
that flows is not pure and unmixed: but then we are to travel 
‘forward, and draw tearer and nearer to the lofty fource of haps 
acer and perfection, by infinite gradations, by endlefs ap- 

roaches. . 
op Having our minds big with fuch reftections, we fhall be 
wawilline to be perfwaded, that the parts of our prefent and 
future exiftence are exa(tly of a piece. and refemble each other ; 
that this life is to be made the ftandard of our expectations, a 
kind of boundary, fo that we are to form’ to ourfelves no hope 
- of a future happinefs, which. falls not within its limits, and is 
not confirmed by prattice and obfervation ; inftead of attend- 
ing to fuch maxims of Bs pn gi Bese rather be inclined 
to lifen to the voice of Scripture, where it {peaks a language 
more 
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raore agreeable both to our natural defires and the. genuine 
dictates of reafon; eye hath not feen nor ear heard,»neither, 
have entered the heats of man, the things which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him.’ 

Thefe difcourfes are. of .a {pecylative and, metaphyfical caft, 
and not calculated for fi uperficial readers. They jhhave been in 
part publifhed before, but, now, appear with confiderable ad-. 
ditions ; ‘ and.the-plan of them. is entirely altered,, to. adapt 
them the better as, an anfwer to the objections made of late to 
the doctrine. of a future ftate of rewards and punifhments.’ 





A SuccinG& Account of the Rites kad Ceremonies of the Fews,. 
By David Levi. 8vo. 4. Gd. Parfons. : 


a work was compiled for the:benefit and:information of 

two. forts of readers, Jews and Chriftians, — Its uulity, 
with refpe& to the former, is obvious; for though their rites: 
and.ceremonies are all prefcribed and explained in: Hebrew, 
books,, yet.as , Hebrew, is nor ufed by them as a common lan# 
guage, and is therefore not underftood by the generality, it 
was of great ufe to furnifh them with a regular and difting. 
account of their religious cuftoms and tenets in Englith. The: 
ufe of fuch a work as this, with regard to Chriftian readers, . 
is equally. manifett. Theological and hiftorical writers haye: 
frequent occafion to mention the ‘notions of. madern Jews,; it. 
is therefore yery proper, that they fhould know. how, the Jews, 
themfelves explain their own rituals, and exhibit. their cres 
denda; for we make no.doubt, but that fome of, our learned, 
writers have; miftaken their principles, or their praétices,' and: 
charged. them. with, abfurdities, which are fuiceptible of a 
more favourable conftruction. 

A treatife on the religious and fecular cuftoms of the Jews 
in Barbary, was publithed in ‘1675, by Mr. afterwards Dr.., 
Lancelot Addifon (the father of the celebrated Mr. Addifen), 
who was for fome yeats chaplain to the garrifon at Tangier. 
But that author feems to. have taken his ideas from, conver- 
fation, or his own cafual: obfervations, and not from any’ 
Jewith records. His remarks therefore, in many cafes, are nor. 
properly authenticated. The writer, whofe work is now be- 
fore us, on the contrary, always cites the Talmuds and ether 
Jewish books ; and confequently gives the inquifitive reader 
as much {fatisfaction as the nature of the fubje€t will admit. 

As we are willing to think favourable of the Jews when we 
can, we fhall cite one of his remarks,’ in anfwer to Dr. Pri- 
deaux, ‘ who fays that. the refurrection which ,the Pharifees 
held, was no more than a Py thagorean 1 refyrreStion 5 ; and that 

they 
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they-knew°of no other, till they ‘learned: it from the followers 
of Chrift.’ 

- Having cited fevetal verfes from the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, 
Rabbi Levi thus steric 7 

“A plainer’ réfurteétion (of the foul’ with the fame body) 
than this As, I will ‘maintain never was preached, either by 
Chrift, or his followers: for it is not a refurre&tion of one 
man raifed’ from the dead four days after his death, and that 
perfon a fingular beloved one: but the refarrection of a‘ nu- 
merous hoft, as the prophet emphatically expreffes himfelf. 
“* An exceeding ‘great army.” ‘Fhey alfo had’ tain there fo 
long, that. the flefh was entirely ~ confumed' from off their 
bodies; fo that there was nothing left but the bones, «and they 
very dry and perithed, as the prophet fays. <‘* And lo they 
were § very dry.” But mark the condlufion: “‘ Then he faid 
unto me, fon of man; thefe ‘bones “are ‘the whole houfe of 
Iffael ; Behold} they fay our bonés are dried, and our hope is 
loft, We’ are dit of for our parts, © Therefore’ prophefy, ‘and 
fay unto them, thas fajth the Lord God, behold, O my people, 
I will open your grayes, and caufe you to come up out of — 
your graves, and ye fhall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up 
out of your graves, and fhalf put my fpirit in you and ye fhalt 
live.” ‘This furely, is not a Pythagorean refurrettion,’-as the 
doétor fays, for here is no tranfmigration of the foul out of 
one body into another: becaufe here is no new birth, but on 
the contrary, a real refurreCtion of thofe’ dead bodies which 
had lain there folong ; and that, by means of their foul entér- 
ing into their bodies again. Secondly, the prophet Daniel fays. 
«© And many of them that fleep in the duft of the earth thall 
awake fome to everlafting life, and fome to fhame and ever- 
lafting contempt.” And as the prophet Ezekiel lived almoft fix 
hundred years before Chrift, and Daniel being cotemporary 
with the former,’ this will plainly thew the falfity of the doc- 
tor’s propofition: ‘for is it not a little furprifing, that the 

ews fhould learn a refurreétion of the followers of Chrift, 

when they knew of a refurre€tion almoft fix hundred years be- 
fore his being on earth? and that refurrection, a plainer one 
than either he ‘or his followers ever taught; to me, and to 
every unprejudiced mind, it feems moft probable that the 
Chriftians Tearnt it ‘of the Jews, than that the latter fhould 
learn it from the former. But'a ftill ftronger and more con- 
vincing proof, that the Jews both knew of, and’ taught a re- 
furreétion, long ‘before’ Chrift was upon earth, ‘I fhall produce 


from thé words of the ‘prophet Maiah, who in fpeaking to the 


Jews fays, “* Thy dead men fhall live, together with my dead 
. body 
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body fhall they arife ; ‘awake and fing ye that dwell in the: 
duft, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs,” Now, I defy all 
the advocates, for the doétor’s hypothefis, to produce any ,one 
fubftantial argument to invalidate the clearnefs.of this refur- 
rection ; and as the prophet Ifaiah prophefied almoft two hun- 
dred years. before. the prophet Ezekiel; for he received the 
oral, law from Amos, in the,year 3140,.which is jult 192 years 
before. Ezekiel received it from, Jeremiah ; 3, this,will carry us 
up as high as the year 786 before Chrift, and 32 years before 
the building of Rome. And from the manner’in which the 
prophet made ufe of the foregoing paflage, may be deduced 
the. following propofition, viz., that the doctrine of the refur- 
rection was.well known to the Jewifh nation long before his 
time ; for, in exciting the Jews to have confidence in God, 
and not. to defpair on acconntof their captivity, and the 
troubles and afflictions which they fhould fuffer therein, fore- 
tells them that God would redeem them, and alfo punith thofe 
that had oppreffed them ; and in {peaking of the punifhment of 
their oppreffors, fays in particular, .“« they are dead, they fhall 
not. live, they are deceafed, they thall not, rife. » a his, the 
prophet mentions as the greateft punithment that.can poflibly 
be inflicted upon them;; and which in comforting of the. Jews, 
he tells them fhould not be,their-ftate : hence it is plain, that 
the doétrine,of the refurre@tion,, (and confequently that. of re- 
ward and punifhment,) was well known to,, and taught by the 
Jewith nation, long before the time of the prophet Haiah ; 
otherwife the prophet would never have made. ufe of the phra- 
feology which he did : for what comfort could it have been to 
the Jews, to be told:of enjoying that which they had.no idea 
of, and confequently were not able to comprehend ?. It would 
rather have been moft likely to have had the contrany effeét ; 
and they have thought that the prophet was only bantering a, 
them.;,.which.might have been the means.of, exciting them to 
defpair,,and not comfort. But. the truth of the matter is, 
that the Jewifh nation were well verfed in the doStrine of the 
refurreétion, and future ftate of reward and punifhment, (as 
I have already fhewn,) and hoping to enjoy it.as their fupreme 
good; confequently, there. was no promife which could be 
made to them, that, could conduce more effectually to keep up 
their fpirits, and place their firm reliance-on God’s provi- 
dence, than this ; which. fhewed; them,, that although they were 
punifhed in this life, by being fcattered among all nations for 
fo many ages, and cruelly. ufed by. them for their fins; yet 
fhould they receive their reward {provided . they adhered to 
God, and kept his law and commandments,) in a future itate, 
as they were. taught to. expect; and from which their op- 
preflors 
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preflors fhould be excluded. ‘This-is the real meaning of the 
words of the prophet, and which are fo plain, as to be under- 
ftood without acomment.’ | : 

In a futare publication Rabbi Levi engages to fhew, in op- 
pofition to Warburton, that the doétrine of a future flate of 
rewards and punifhments was “both' known and taught by 
Mofes, as an effential article of his difpenfation. 

The language’ of this writer is, ‘in many places, confufed 
and ungrammatical ; but he feems to be’ well acquainted with’ 
the theory of his own religion, and the Talmudical fyftem of 
rites and. ceremonies, On this account his book may be accept- 
able to thofe who wih for information in thefe particulars, with- 
out the trouble of confulting more sor manic 3 compilations. 





Tranfa@icns of the Society, inftituted at Loni for the Encou- 


ragement, of Arts, Manufafures, and Commerce, with the 
Premiums offered in the Year 1783. Vol. I. 80. 55+ in 
‘Boards. Cadell. 


N the Fifty-fifth Volume of our Journal we confidered the lat 
volume of * Memoirs of Agriculture, &c.’? by Mr. Doffie ; 
and then obferved, that we found no articles later than the 
year 1776. But this was not the only information we ufually 
received of the proceedings of this fociety, fince the premiums 
for the enfuing year were annually publifhed, for the infor- 
mation of thofe who might with to claim the reward, by com- 
municating their difcoveries. We are now informed, that the 
Society have changed the mode of their communications ;° but. 
this change applies only to their own annual publications. 
To their lift of premiums, they prapofe to add the events of 
their former offers, and to infert fome of the moft diftin- 
guifhed papers, It is not our bufinefs to enquire how this 
may affeét the publication, formerly conducted by Mr- Doffie. 
Though it may in fome degree detract from the novelty of its 
intelligence,” if ‘continued, yet the public curiofity will not 
be.greatly anticipated, if the annual communications are not 
more confiderable than thofe before us. 

In the -article juft now mentioned, we alfo hinted at. the 
fource of fome objéftions which had diminifhed the luftre of the 
Society’s intentions, and ‘detratted from the praife which they 
had deferved from the execution. It is not impfobable that 
our fuggeftions may have been the origin of the prefent vo- 
lume ; for, to their abfiract of the feveral bounties and pre- 
miums diftributed to the different candidates, they have added 
fome account of thé views of the Society in their offer; and 
of ‘the confequences of their encouragement. Thefe are, in 
many inftances, highly advantageous to the difcernment which 
dictated 
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diftatéed ‘the one, and to the fpirit which animated the dii-, 
coverer in the profecution of the other. | While we allow the, 
juttice of the obfervations in general, we may be permitted to 
add, from our own remarks, that fome of the manufactures 
are by no means in a flourifhing ftate: yet the fociety {till de-. 
ferve the greateft credit from thofe, whofe. fuccefs. has been 
more perfe& and complete. It was by no means.advantageous 
to their proceedings, to have propofed a premium for procur--. 
ing fifth by land-carriage ; but, though this was an object very 
different from their original inftitution, it was ultimately ufe- 
ful, by improving the conftruction of the wheel carriages ufed 
for that purpofe. 

As we cannot completely detail the objects of the feveral 
premiums, and as-every partial account would. be. unfatisfac- 
tory and ufele{s, we fhall not enlarge on this fubject. We 
were rather farprifed to fee a premium propofed, for procur- 
ing the foffil alkali from fea-falt, as we have reafon to believe 
that a patent has been already obtained for-this preparation ; 
and the duty has been taken off, by a particular act of par- 
Kiament, from the falt which'‘has been confumed in the operation. 
Thefe circumftances will probably preclude the Society from: 
receiving any jnformation of the means by whith the fepa- 
ration is effected; though it may not prevent famples and 
certificates from being produced. If fome experiments, made. 
with, this intention, have not deceived us, the end may be 
eafily’ obtained,: and at a cheap rate, on many parts of the 
Englith coaft. | : 
- The artiélés ‘contained in this: volume are, ‘ an Account 
of the Method made ufe of, and the fuccefs attending Mr.. 
David Day’s Plantation of Afh, for which he. received a Pre- 
mium.of Twenty Pounds, in the Year 1779.’ The fame gen- 
tleman received the gold medal in 1780, for the fame plan-. 
tation ; and we are next prefented with an eftimate of the ex-, 
pence attending it.. The fubfequent article is ‘ an Account 
of the Plantation of Scotch Firs, for which the Gold Me a 
was adjudged 0 Francis Moore, of Apfley Guile, Efg. in. 
the Year 1779.’ Some mifcellaneous communications fiom 
Dr. William Fordyce follow, on the Siberian wheat and cluf- 
tered potatoes. The next accounts relate to the turnep-rooted 
cabbage, for which Mr. Tugwell and Mr. Robins received the 
premiums in 1777 and 1780. The laft article, on agricul. 
ture, is the information received from John Pratt, efg. re- 
{petling the planting of lucerne; and it was communicated 
in 1780. 

The only communication on the fubje& of chemiftry is 
from Mr. Clegg, of Manchefter. It relates to-a fubftitute for 
Vou. LVII. Feb. 1784. K ver- 
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verdigrife, in dying black, and -confifts in uniting vitriol of 
copper to an alkali. We fhall infert Mr. Clegg’s defcription 
of the procefs. . 


‘ Saturate two pounds of vitriol of copper, with a ftrong 
alkaline falt (American pot-afhes, when to be procured, are 
recommendec.) ‘The vitriol will take about an-equal weight 
of dry athes. Both the vitrio).and the afhes are to be previoufly 
diffolved apart. When this proportion is mixed, well ftirred, 
and fuffered to fland a few hours, a precipitate will fubfide. 
Upon adding a few drops of the folution of afhes, if the mix- 
ture be faturated, the water on the top of the veffel will remain 
colourlefs ; but it not, a blue colour will be produced; upon 
which add more afhes ; there is no danger in its being’a little 
over faturated with afhes. ‘Take care to add the folution of 
athes to that of vitriol by alittle at a time, otherwife the ef- 
fervefcence which enfues will caufe them to overflow the veffel : 
thefe four pounds of vitriol of copper and afhes will be equal to 
about the fame weight of verdigris, and fhould be added to the 
other liquors of the dye, at different times, as is ufual with 
verdigris. 

_ © The black, thus dyed, will be perfeétly innocent to the 
goods, rather tending to keep them foft than corrode them, 
particularly hats, in which there is the greateft confumption of 
verdigris. , 

’ F or thofe who are conftantly mi verdigris, it would be 
proper to have a veffel always at hand, containing a faturated 
folution of vitriol of copper ; and another, witha faturated fo- 
Jution of afhes, ready to mix as they are wanted; for I: find 
they. do not anfwer fo well if long kept.’ 7 

This account is, in mahy refpeéts, unfatisfactory. ‘The 
native vitriol differs materially in its ftrength, and the fab- 
ftances combined with it; fo that in different fituations, we 
fhould apprehend that the event would not be the fame. If 
the common blue vitriol of the fhops is employed, it appears 
entirely to contradi& the author’s reafoning on the fubject ; 
for he feems to think, that the copper is only ufeful in com- 
bining with the acid, and confequently enabling the iron to 
ac& more completely on the aftringent vegetable matter. It 
will be obvious therefore, that in ‘a fimple combination of 
copper and vitriolic acid, this effe& will be imperfeétly ob- 
tained. We ftrongly fufpeét that he employed native vitrio}, 
which is generally combined with iron and with earth. If 
however we wifh to avoid the acid,, there will be little occa. 
fion originally :to employ it ; for when the iron is minutely 


_ divided, the aftringent matter of the vegetable will att on it, 
‘and produce a very perfect black colour. ‘There was, .we are 


informed, a -feties of experiments on this fubje&. made. by 
Dr, Bancroft, author of the. Natural Hiftory of Guiana, and 


come 
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communicated to the Royal Society, . We know not why they 
were difcontinued ; but the improvements. depended entirely 
on this principle. He ufed filings of fteel, which are too dear 
for the prefent purpofe: the experiment, we believe, will 
fucceed equally well’ with the fcales of iron, fo frequently 
found in {miths’ fhops ; and they may be eafily triturated to any 
requifite finenefs. If the attempts of the Society to procure 
a manufactory of verdigris in this kingdom do not fucceed, 
we would recommend thefe hints to their actention: we by no 
means think that the end is accomplifhed by Mr. Clege’s com- 
munication. 

The next article is the production of lady Moira. Its in- 
tention is to explain.a method of making a.coarfe, but fer- 
viceable cloth, from the very refufe of flax, commonly called 
the ‘ Backings,’ with other almoft ufclefs materials, A detail 
of this kind cannot be entertaining ; but the benevolence of 
‘the attempt deferves the highef applaufe. 

_ A very clear and intelligent account of the improvements 
in the diving-bell, by the ingenious, but unfortunate Mr. 
Spalding, is introduced under the title of Mechanics. It is 
well known that, from unforefeen accidents, he was himfelf 
the victim of his own ingenuity. The additional parts are 
however remarkably well adapted for the purpofe; and the 
relation is candid and perfpicuous ; fo that there is little doubt 
_but that it may, in fome future period, be a valuable inftru- 
ment. 

‘It was the obje& of the Society to procure an univerfal 
ftandard of weights and meafures, entirely independent of 
any rule, but what every country and every climate might 
furnifh. Mr, Hatton attempted to find this ftandard by ap- 
proximation. The. pulfe of a healthy perfon is fuppofed to 
beat feventy-two ftrokes in a minate; if this be aflumed, at 
firft, as the meafure.of that fpace, a pendulum, which in the 
interval makes fixty vibrations, may be fuppofed to be the 
ftandard: meafure of a fecond. ‘This meafure is afterwards 
corrected ; but, as the queftion was.not completely folved, 
he received only part of the premium, - An abftra& of his 
attempt: is preferved in this volume, and illuftrated by a 
plate ; fo that we cannot be more particular on this fubje&. 
There is another mode of menfuration by the apparent revo- 
lution of any fixed ftar; but this can be only ufeful in one 
latitude, witheut cospeétions, which depend alfo on his 
machine. 

The laft article contains ‘ an Account of Experiments and 
Obfervations on different Species of Cotton, together «with 
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fome Remarks on their Culture,’ for which Mr. Andrew 
Bennett received a gold medal in the year 1778. We do not 
meet with any thing fufficiently interefting to induce us to 


tranfcribe any part of it. - 

On the whole if, in fome inftances, the Society’s atten- 
tion has been direfted to objeéts, which feem incapable of pro- 
ducing any national advantage; in’ others, their attempts are 
equally interefting’ and ufeful, We ought not to forget one 
part of the information in this volume, that from the feed of 
the white poppy it"is poflible to procure oil little inferior to 
olive oil ; confequently.a premium is offered for the cultiva-- 
tion of this flower. ‘The late war, which for a time obftruded 
our commerce, has informed us. of many valuable fubftitutes: 
for foreign articles, in our own dominions... Among the reft, 
oils have'been procured from many of our indigenous feeds, 
and fold for the olive’ oil of Spaim and Italy; as well:as for the 
oil of the fpermaceti whale. If ‘the Society extend’ their‘ob-- 
je&s in this line; ‘we know that they may receive valuable in- 
formation on fimilar fubjects. 





Foannis Phyfophilé Specimen Monochologie Methodo Linnegano. 
| * With Plates. « 8v0. 15. 6a.. Johnfon. 


NA ateral ater is peculiarly adapted to diftinétion, when a 
number of fpecies refemble each other, , It will readily. be 
allowed that this is the cafe in the new {cience of nionochology ; 
fo that owr,author’s {pecimen is at leaft ufeful, as well as new. 
This, is. however.a lively fatire, if a {cience fo. exact and dry 
can. everiaflumethis appearance. It is intended to point out 
the difference of the various orders, and to fhow that they are. 
almoft equally ufelefs or injurious. In this view, our author 
deferves commendation; but he forgets the old adage ¢ cu- 
culls non facit monachum ;’ and his generical defcription has 
no other, peculiarity. Indeed he fails as a natural hiftoriany in 
many refpects; and it feems probable, that he is not very con- 
verfant with the fcience.. But he deferves our applaufe in the. 
more extenfive and ufeful charaéter, of a benevolent patriot, . of 
the friend to man, Perhaps the form in which he has clothed 
his fatire may render it lefs interefting and intelligible ; but it, 
has probably not been overlooked by an aftive and enlightened 
fovereign, whofe influence and éxample has already difcouraged 
thefe luxurious reclufes. Wecan only wilh, that it may be as 
extenfive as it. is fpitited and judicious. ‘The monkifh orders 
appear, if poflibte, {till more. defpicable; from the affertions, 


_ which have been defended in their public difputations. ~Some- 


of thefe are fubjoined, together with ‘the titles of the works 


? 


from which they. aré’extratted. 990-6 25.9012 Le ee hn 
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TFohnu Phyfophilus’s Specimen of the Natural Hiftory of the various 
Orders of Monks, after the Manner of the. Linnean Syftem. 
Tranflated from the Latin, printed at Augfourgh. With Plates. 
8u0o. 25. 64. Johnfon. | 


HIS is an accurate tranflation of the former work. It is in- 

& troduced by a long preface, in which the Specimen is attri- 
buted to the baron Born of Vienna, an eminent natural hiftorian. 
We imagine that.a man who deferved that character, would 
not have put a genus, which is to Gl] an hiatus in the primates, 
among the brutes ; nor would he have given a definition, which 
conveys no diftinction. But perhaps thefe obfervations may be 
thought hypercritical: we ought not to expect fcience ina 
{prightly. datire; or the accuracy of ‘Linneus, in the chaftifer 
of the enormities of the monks. Though this may probably 
be allowed, yet, when fatire affumes the veil- of feience, it 
fhould not be that of its femblance only ;. befides-that the real 
philofopher finds it more eafy to be exact, even in his triflings, 
than to be inconclufive or inaccurate. Lem 

The preface is rather; a laboured Philippic againft the man- 
ners of the monks, and the genius of popery. {tis warmrand 
fevere, without intolerance’or acrimony ;, but from the enlight- 
ened ftate which Europe now enjoys, we hope itis at prefent 
unneceflary. Inftead of ‘kindling into perfecution, it is rather 
to be feared that we may ‘fink into a torpid infenfibility ; or an 
indecifive {cepticifm. , 

We fhall infert a {pecimen from the tranflation, as it will be 
more. generally intelligible. But we ought to add, that in the 
original, the terms of natural hiftory are prefetved with care. 
There are few correfpondent ones in Englifh ; and perhaps the 
tranflator has not always availed himfelf of thofe ‘which we 
poffefs. The *Camaldulan Monk’ is feletted only from its 
concifenefs. | 

_* The Camaldulan monk has a long beard ftretching down to 
his breaft: his head is fhaved, briftly, and furrowed in’a cif- 
cular line: his tail is covered: He ‘is fhoes on his feet, with 
wooden foles: his tunic is white, of patch-work, coarfe, and’ 
flowing down to his feet: his hood is rounded, and flexible: 
his fleeves are of equal width throughout, and wide: his f{ca- - 
pulary is of the fame length as his tunic, and bound about with 
a coarfe white belt: his collar is clofe and fewn to his tunic > 
his cloak is white, wide, and embracing his whole body even 
to his feet. His waiftcoat is woollen, and is worn initead of a 
fhirt, with a prickly hair-cloth fometimes, {cratching his back. 

, * The gait of the Camaldulan monk js auftere, and his ftep 
ow. 

‘ They howl in a body, feven times in the day, and at mid- 
night, with a found that is guttural, deep, and long-winded. 
At home he is filent. He is faid to employ himfelf in contem- 
plation. He vegetates in indolence, and very rarely goes out. 
K 3 ‘ He 
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- that he has erred, fince error is fo eafy, and frequently 
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‘ He lives upon fifh, eggs, and vegetables. Upon faft days 
he fmears .puife and corn with oil... He drives away thirft with 


wine. “ , 
‘ When he goes out he puts.off his wooden fandals, and 


puts.on thoes. 


‘ The lay brothers are bound about with a thong. 
¢ The female does not differ from the male, except in her 


having her head veiled. . 


¢ This animal lives in mountains overgrown with wood. | 

« The Camaldulan monks follow the rule of Benediét, ac- 
cording to the prefcription of one. Romualdus, who dreamed, 
that he faw monks dreffed in white tunics, afcend by a ladder 
into heaven, and admonished by this celeftial.vifion, he changed 
the black covering of the Benedidtines for a white one. This 
fpecies became extin& in the provinces of the Auftrian mo- 
narchy in the year 1782.’ _ 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


Traité fur le Venin de la Vipere 9 fur quelques Poifons vegetaux. 
On y @ joint de Obfervations fur la Stru@ure primitive du Corps 
Animal differentes Experiences fur la Produétions des Nerf, © c. 
Par M. Felix Fontana. 2 Vol. ato. Florence. 


T X YE have received confiderable pleafure and information 
from thefe very intelligent and aecurate volumes ; but 
we cannot convey any adequate idea of either, in a Review. 
If our account is more than ufually compreffed, it muft be at- 
tributed to our wifh of giving the refult of as many faéts as the 
limits will contain. It is enough to, obferve, in general, that 
this volume is chiefly compofed of decifive and well conducted 
experiments; that the reflexions and arguments are clear, ac- 
curate, and judicious ; and that the author has confiderably ex- 
tended the bounds of phyfiology. ; 
The poifon. of the viper, which is the great objec of the 
firft volume, has been treated of by Redi and Mead. The pre- 
judices of a country, or the fplendour of a name, cannot dif- 
guife deceptions; ahd it is no difgrace to either, to i gh 
0 un~ 
avoidable. Our author begins with a defcription of the ftruc- 
ture of the teeth of the viper. He obferves, that the injury is 
chiefly done by the canine, though thé loofe and tottering teeth 
feem alfo to fupply the poifon. It appears, in his opinion, 


chiefly to come through a canal within the tooth, though it cer- 


tainly has been feen to flow down-the outfide.. It is the yel- 
low liquor flowing from the teeth which is fo dangerous ; 
and when the excretory duct of the bladder that fupplies it, is 
tied, or the canal of the tooth obftruéted, by urging the animal 
firlk to bite a ftiff pafte, his wound is no longer dangerous. 

The 
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The latter expedient, which is that of mountebanks, does not 
however conftantly facceed.. The poifon, when inferted intoa 
wound, is not deleterious to every animal. Leeches, f{naijls, 
fome kinds ‘of ferpents, Sc. are not affe&ted with it. ‘Tortoifes 
die flowly, and with difficulty, after having been bitten ; and 
its own {pecies are not hurt by the bite. Our author feems to 
think that this liquor ferves an important purpofe in the ceco- 
nomy of the animal, as for inftance, to aflift its digeftion. It 
is feemingly abfurd, that any fluid fhould be fupplied_ merely 
to do injury ; and even the fcorpion, and the water polypus, 
the moft poifonous animal in the world to its prey, have no 
effect on infects of the fame {pecies. 

M. Fontana next procured fome of the poifon, and examined 
it with accuracy. It was neither acid, alkaline, or faline, when 
viewed through’a microfcope. . When tafted, for he dared to 
tafte it repeatedly, ‘it was neither pungent or acrid ; it feemed 
like oil, but left an-imprefiion on the tongue, of terpor, fome- 
what refembling an aftringency. In water it finks to the bot- 
tom ; and when they are mixed, the water is flightly white and 
turbid. It does not burn. When frefh, it feels vifeid, and 
excites no inflammation in the flefh of animals: when old, it 
fticks like pitch. In the head of the viper it preferves its vir- 
tues probably many years: when dried; it has been fe-nd 
attive after fix months. Our author examines the feveral fyflems 
which have been imagined to account for the ceath of the viper ; 
‘and finds them, with reafon, defective. His opinion fhortly is, 
that life confifts in irritability, and that putrefattion deftroys 

ite ‘The great change in animals, bitten by the°viper, is a 
general paralyfis; confequently, the poifon is highly fep- 
tic. This opinion is alfo fufficiently confonant to his fyf- 
tem of the poifon being originally intended to affift the digef- 
-tion of the animal. He fupports thefe views with much inge- 
nuity ; but if we had room for our own obfervations we could 
fhow, that M. Fontana has been in fight of truth without ob- 
taining it; and that he has raifed a concomitant effect only to 
the dignity of a-caufe. His fentiments have however changed, 
for this firft part is only a republication of a former edition ; 
fo that there 1s lefs reafon to infift on them; yet we think they 
are nearer the truth than-his fub(quent opinion. The next pur- 
fuit of M. Fontana has a more immediate tendency to be ufe- 
.ful, fince it was to difcover a remedy for the bite. The firft 
fubftance tried was the volatile alkali fluor, recommended by 
Mr. Sage ;. or the {pirit of fal ammoniac of the fhops. When 
fparrows and fowls had been bitten, its application feemed 
ufelefs; and to {wallow it, injurious. To pigeons it was at 
leaft equally infignificant. Guinea pigs, in fimilar circum- 
ftances, received no certain benefit from the remedy ; to rabbits 
it feemed injurious; to cats, an’uncertain relief ; to dogs, appa- 
rently ufelefs; and to frogs, externally trifling, and internally 


hurtful, 
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The repeated bites of the fame viper are nearly equally 
dangereus; but there is a period, different according to the 
itrength and fury of the animal, at which its poifon feems to 
‘be exhaufted, If the bites are repeated in the fame {fpot,, the 
general effects’ aye not fo cotfiderable as when different. parts 
are»woonded ; but’'the local effects are more fo. A flight ra- 
fure of. the fkin, without an aétual wound; feems not to permit 
the poifon''to affect either rabbits or Guinea pigs; at leaf 
inifuch’ cafes there is only a flight difeafe of the part, which 
is by no.méans mortal. If the tkin be pierced through its 
whole ‘fubftance, the poifon produces its ufual effet; but if 
this be avoided, it is not mortal, when applied to the cellular 
fubftance’ When the wound is in the matcles, it is not always 
fatdl ; but When the poifon is only applied to the mafcular 
fibrés, it i innocent. Our author puriues thefe experiments 
by trying the ‘effects of the bite on different internal parts ; but 


as the refylts are different in different animals, and none of 


théem’applicable tothe human fpecies, we fhall not enlarge on 
a fubject {6 difagreeable. It may be however proper to add, 
that*the tendons wefe not affected by the poifon; which is a 
ee proof ‘of their not being fenfible or irritable in their 
healthy 'ftate,- : 

Phe author then refumes the fubject of the firft part, for 
thigis the beginning of his new work, and gives a more par- 
ticilar' defcription of-the head and ‘teeth, illuftrated with 
plates, ' partly taken from Mead and partly from nature. _He 
givés’a more full account of the experiments by which his opi- 
niow¥ of thenature of the poifon was formed, and of the probable 
fources ‘of! fome of Dr. Mead’s miftakes. The change in the 
colotr of the tournefol, obferved by the doctor, M. Fontana 
finds is 6Wing~'to'a’fmall quantity of blood mixed with the. 
poifon’; ‘and’ thé floating bodies, which the microfcope dif, 
covered, feémed® to’ be a fmall portion of the faliva. The 
poifan itfelf, ateurately examined, feemed of a gummy nature ; 
and,though: aif animal gum bea novelty in chemiftry, yet the 
refemblance‘is’ too ftrong to fuffer ts’ to hefitate on the fabjeét. 
It i ‘indeed probable, that its chemical properties have very . 
littlé‘effe&t’ in’ producing the deleterious confequences of the 
bite ¢ but ‘we muft not rejeét, what proper experiments have 
demonftratéed, ‘becaufe it is not fupported by analogies. Our 
author very juftly obferves, that we have hitherto confylted 


_ books» rather than nature } and have joined in repeating fan- 


cies, till'we have imagined them to be:real, He next examines - 
the poifons of bees, drones, wafps, and hornets: jn thefe he 
finds a really acid principle, but jn too {mall quantities to. ac- 
count for the effects of their bites: They have a more cauttic 
tafte than the poifon’ of the viper; yet, on a chemical examin- 
ation, they appear tobe of the fame kind, or to refemble a 
gum. If 'wé'are ftill‘alarméd at the idea, it may perhaps lefien 
our ayerfion to ‘it, to employ, initead of gum and refin, the 
i. ee eee ee sect Sa - Seagate: terms 
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terms muctlage and oil. Though the poifon of vipers and 
bees be very aétive, we.can ftill fuppofe, that for the fake of the 
animals for whofe ufe it is deftined, that in its effence it is ftill 
more fo; and that it is enveloped in a mucilage, to prevent it 
from being a poifon inftead of a falutary fluid. We may fre- 
quently find’ a vifcid mucilage in animal fluids ; for inftance, 
in the faliva and mucus; and probably in purulent matter, if 
it be indeed a fecretion. _M. Fontana thinks the poifon of 
thefe little animals equally fatal witix that of the viper, if in- 
ferted in fufficient quantity; for the poifon of the viper. is 
fooner and mere certainly fatal, in proportion to the tize: of 
the animal wounded. The difagreeable fenfation which ants 
produce‘is, he: thinks, from a real poifon, of an acid nature. 
He‘ has found it to be a true acid; viz. that of the air * fixed, 
concentred, “deprived of its elafticity,. and rendered liquid.’ 
The next attempt is to afcertain the quantity of poifon which is 
fatal. About +4, part of a grain killed a {parrow ; and four times 
as much a pigeon. From hiscaleulation, which mutt be neceflarily 
in fome degree erfoneous, it will require twenty vipers to kill an 
ox ; and five or fixtokill a man. It was of more confequence to 
deterinine the time required to produce the fatal effects, and the 
manner of the poifon’s acting. He found that at had not the 
peciliar local effe&, viz. lividity and putrefaction, when the 
limb was amputated at the moment of the bite ; but that, to 
producé this change, it required from 45 to 20 feconds. . This 
4s a very important itep, as it feems to fhow us, that the:aétion 
is not on the fluids or the nervous power of the part, but only 
in confequence of a prior effect on the origin of the nerves, 
Yet we find, that if but a minute elapfed, amputation of the 
wounded limb would not fave the life of the animal. . So quick 
is thé operation of this fatal fluid, that after 29 feconds it was 
not fuccefsful': within that time, 2s we might have: {ufpected 
from ‘the preteding experiments,’ the’animal was preferved by 
the operation. “There is however a circumftance which may-be 
contidered’as remarkable ; if the pigeon was not faved by this 
expedient, its death was accelerated by it. Though in healthy 
birds, amputation brought on no fenfible diforder, yet it.-might 
co-operate with the poifon: or, as our author fufpects, nature, 
who guards the conflitution, might determine the poifon to the 
part at firft bitten, and overwhelm it with the whole force of 
the venom, which would be otherwife {pent on more important 
organs. Death féldom occurs, unlefs there is a local difeafe: of 
the part, which is not the mechanical or chemical effect of the 
poifon, but probably a real effort of nature to overconte it. 
When the venom was inje¢ted into the jugular vein, the 
death was fudden ; but applied to the fciatic nerves, in differ- 
ent methods, no other effects followed, except thofe which 
were found to refult from mechanical wounds;);Chough the 
poifon, in fmall quantities, has no effect on the blood out of 
the body, yet, when injected, it blackens and coagulates al 
oblast aa. . vita, 
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vital fluid. This is entirely contrary to the opinion of Mead ; 
and it is ftill more fo, to. find that it.is equally fatal in a part 
where every probable nervous communication with other parts 
has been previoufly interrupted ;. but it is neceflary to mention, 
that the fame effects follow after the circulation has with equal 
care been -deftroyed. Thefe experiments add a ‘ browner horror’ 
to the dark fcene formerly before us; yet fomething may be 
‘offered to explain it, if the neceffity of attending to our author 
did not prevent us. From thefe and other experiments Mr. 
Fontana changes the opinion which he has delivered in the 
former part.of the volume, and concludes, that the poifon is 
fatal from its effects on the blood. It is remarkable, that this 
is the fecond change of opinion on this fubjeét ;. and that both 
were probably derived from experiment. Dr, Mead firft thought 
that. the effect was produced from coagulating the blood ; but 
experience fhowed that the poifon mixed with this fluid, did 
not produce any change.. By mixing larger proportions, M. Fon- 
tana concludes, that. it really blackens the blood ; but, in- 
ftead. of coagulating, contributes, to diffolve it. The coagu- 
Jation however which enfued, when the poifon was injected into 
the'veins, muft have arifen, in his opinion, from a fubtle fpirit 
in the blood, which efcapes, in the experiment, out of the 
bodys This we-fhall not enlarge on,, for this very obvious. 
reafon, that the quantity, mixed with the blood to produce any | 
change, was-beyond comparifon too great. The poifon of ten 
thonfand: vipers could not have coagulated it in the degree in 
which» it was;feand after the injection, if the concretion pro- 
ceeded only from its chemical effe&ts. Therefore, as we have 
already alleged, the queftion is in accumulated darknefs ; and 
we fhalk now leave it with a few fhort reflections. 
Thete is a great probability that the ftate of a nerve, and of 
the nervous influence, is very different in the large bundles 
from.-what it isin their divided ftate:. their fenfibility is 
much greater in the minute ramifications; and the peculiar 
offices for-which they are adapted, is only performed by the ex- 
‘treme branches. ‘l his may, in fome meafure, account for 
“Mi Fontana’s failure; but there is another more obvious fource 
of error.’ The coats of the nerves are denfe, and compofed of 
matter refembling the fimple folids. Itis therefore probable, 
that in many of his experiments, the whole poifon was ex- 
haufted on them; and it is remarkable, that they were affected 
’ Jike the tendons, the cellular texture, and the more infenfible 
parts of the body. At leaft his conclufion is invalidated by the 
event of an experiment, to. which due weight has not been al- 
-Jowed. When all the veffels had been divided, as well as the 
throacic dua, the poifon feemed_to exert all its ufual effects on 
the limb, ‘and the animal died with its peculiar fymptoms. 
If thefe obfervations fhould reach M, Fontana, we recommend 
fome farther trials, with proper limitations. It is furprifing 
that they fhould have efcaped him, who has difcovered fo much 


in- 
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inpennity in detecting the efrors of others, as well as his own. 
"We can only repeat what we have already faid, that this work 
is in general accurate and fenfible ; ‘though confined to one fub- 
ject, it conveys much curious information on feveral parts.of 
the animal economy. It is unfortunately obtained, at the ex- 
pence of much pain to the feveral victims, and fome injury to 
the feelings of humanity.’ Yet we fhall fee, in the future vo- 
lume, that it has enabled us fometimes.to reftore health, even 
in defperate cafes, and may contribute to the fervices of man- 
kind, in circumftances which we cannot at prefent guefs at. 





Vom Urfprung des Neger-Handels; or, of the Origin of the Negroe 

Slave-Trade. By Matthias Chriflian Sprengel.. 8vo. Halle, 

(German. ) 

1 agree: Sprengel propofes to publifh a complete hiftory of 

the Negroe flave-trade, from its rife to the prefent time’; 
and the prefent publication may be confidered both as the in- 
troduGion to, and a fpecimen of, that latger work. 

The fcene of the flave-trade extends far beyond Guinea, 
though that coaft ‘furnifhes the Europeans with the greater 
number of flaves for their Ametican and Weft Indian colonies. 
‘The Portuguefe, indeed, ftill procure flaves from their’ Eaft- 
African fettlements, efpécially Mofambique; and the French 
tranfport imall numbers of flaves‘ from -Madagafear to Ifle-de 
France and Bourbon. 7. ‘ tes 

It is generally imagined that the Europeans were the firtt 
who taught the Negroes this efuél ‘branch of trade >but the 
poor Negroes had already tafted of the hardeft flavery long be- 
fore the arrival of the Portuguefe on their coafts. No barbarous 
nation has ever fo far forgotten the rights and dignity of hu- 
man nature, as thefe African Negroes. With them, friends or 
foes, are alike reduced to ‘flavety, whenéver they have the mif- 
fortune of offending their lords, or falling into the hands of a 
ftronger man. All Negroes are born flaves of their mafters ; 
by whom they are doofied to death or fale, not only for trifling 
offences, but from mere ill humour; and often to fale, merely 
to gratify their mafter’s thirft after brandy. As far as their hif- 
tory canbe traced, the northern ‘nerghbours of the Negroes, 
the Arabs in Morocco, weté the firft who purchafed flaves of 
the Negroes. Ever fince the year of Chrift ggo, the Moroccans 
had extended their conquefts to'the northern banks of the Se- 
negal :. and from that time there are continual traces of an in- 
tercourfe between thefe two nations. ~ By thefe conquerors the 
Arabic language, circumcifion, the Koran, and fome> other 
rites of Mahometifn, and’ even ‘fone’ fort of civilization, 
not yet entirely lof&t among the black tribes’ beyond the river of 
Gambia, were introduced among the ‘Negroess: deg 

The firft account of the Negrde-trade of the Moors in 
Northern Africa, is to-be found in ‘the Nubian Geographer, 
page 8, of the Latin verfiom. This trade was ftill carried on in 
: the 
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‘the fifteerith century, when'the Portuguefe began .to eftablith 
new marts for the flaving trade on the coaft; as, appears from 
the frequeit accounts of their firft nayigatots. Even now, a 
bartering trade of horfes againft men, is continued between the 
Negroes and Moroccans; a trade, which .the.immenfe annual 
exportations of flaves by Europeans to America, have not yet 
ftopped. In order not to lofe this branch of, trade, the Moroc- 
cans fell none ‘but ftone-horfes to the Negroes on the Senegal. 
The‘firtt riyals of the Arabs for the flaving trade, were the 
Portnguefe, fince 1445; whofe preceding voyages were made 
merely in continuation of the war againft the Arabs,.whom 
' king Alphonfus Hil. liad expelled from his dominions.- The 
kidnapping purfuits of the Portuguefe were. favoured. by the 
apal donation of the new difcovered countries ;. till. prince 
enfy; who meant.to improve the difcovery in Africa to other 
urpofes than merely for the extirpation of Mahometifm, for- 
nade’ the kidnapping to his navigators. Pope Nicolas V..in 
that famous'bull, by which he granted the unknown world to the 
Portoguefe-and Spaniards, exprefsly permitted and ordered the 
Chriftians't6 reduce’ all mfidels into flavery : an order, zealoufly 
executed by‘ both thefe nations. In the mean while, the Por- 
tugnuefe’.were advancing nearer and ‘nearer to the countries 
abouading in gold; and difcovered, in the progrefs of their na- 
vigation; man ufeful and valuable articles of trade. . That of 
pepper, now ound by them, gave the firft. fhock to the Eaft- 
| Andia:trade,’ tillPthen carried on by the Venetians. In order 
to» procure’ plenty! GF Beppe (a, fpice, of which. incredible 
ntities were ¢onfumed in thofe ages,) and of other mer- 
chandifes, the Portuguefe were obliged to ceafe kidnapping and 
hoftilities, and to’ purchafe flaves: inftead of carrying them off 
b force, ' 

a it has been carried on by the Europeans, this flave- 
trade has undergone but few great changes. It is ftill carried 
on, within its ancient limits, along the fea-coaft, though it now 
reaches’farther up into the inland countries of Africa ; and the 
fame-articles of trade which had already been imported by the 
Arabs, are {till eagerly fought for by the, Negroes, Only the 
number of European traders and fettlements has greatly int 
creafed, and the Portuguefe have loft their monopoly on the 
coatt. : 

Profeflor Sprengel divides the hiftory of the Negroe-trade, 
carried on. by Chrifiians, into two principal periods, the firft 
from 1443 to 16455 and the fecond, from 1645 to the prefent 
times. pe ! | fsa 
The firft period is the time of its increafe, during which, not 
only its founders the Portuguefe, but the Englith, the Datch, 
and the French, dealt in Negroe flaves, though chiefly for the 
ufe-and confumption of the Spaniards, andthe :fugar and :to- 
bacco, plantations ‘in the Brafils, During the latter period, 
thefe four nations were obliged te hare that trade with the 


Swedes, 
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Swedes, the Danes, the Brandenburghers, the. North Ameri- 
cans, and, fince 1778, with the Spaniards. ‘Their trade how- 
ever ftill increafed, not only by the Swedes and Brandenburghers 
ceafing their navigations to the coait of Guinea, but from the 
annual demandsof a fupply of more than 100,000 Negrae. re- 
cruits for their own colonies. The author confines his.relation 
of: the fir Negroe-trade to that carried on by the Portugaefe 
and Spaniards. Seahih 

Gonzalez was'the firft Portuguefe who, in 1442, returned with 
Negroe flaves, purchafed ; inftead of the Africans, who-had,)till 
then, been carried off by mere violence, But foon after,, the 
Portuguefe became better acquainted with the African: regions, 
and their valuable productions. Prince, Henry founded, the firtt 
Guinea company ; that fettled factories in,the fortrefs of Arguin, 
and got the exclufive privilege of trading with the Arabs, ‘The 
trade foon increafed; fo that, in 1455, not lefs than feyen or eight 
handred Negroe' flaves were annually exported to .Lifbon....At 
length the Portuguefe, in 1471, difcovered the Gold Coats 

and: ever fineé, the intercourfe between, Portugal and Guinea 
was continued. The Portuguef¢ endeavoured to exclude other 
nations from ‘Guinea ; whilft the reftof the European navigators: 
were; in {pite of papal bulls, and all the reports: induftrioufly 
fpread of the pretended dangers of that coatt, |firiving to) geta 
. fhare‘of that profitable gold trade. The difcovery of the Gold 
Coaft'ferved, indeed, yet more to enlarge: the {phere of the 
navigation of the Portuguefe, than their flaye-trades batcit: 
forced? them alfo to extend themfelves on. the coaftss..and ito! 
fettle colonies in’ Congo, Angola, and other places, which they 
had till then neglected. Prince Henry’s colonies were enlarged 
by-his fucceffors: King John II. in 1492, expelled.all thei Jews 
to:the ifland of St. ‘lhomas, which, had been difcovered! ‘in: 
1471, -and:to other Portuguefe fettlements on the continent of’ 
Africa ;*and from thefe banithed Jews, the black Portuguéfe, 
as they are called, and the Jews in Loango, whojare defpifed 
even by the very Negtoes, are defcended. By thefe eolonifts, 
St.Thomas foon ‘became a confiderable place. of trade, and 
valiable for its fugar plantations. Thirty years after. their 
fettlement, ‘not lefs than one hundred and fifty-fix thoufand -ar- 
robes (of thirty pounds weight each) of fugar. were exported ; 
and the engines of fixty ingar works, turned. by flaves.. Thefe 
Negroes were’purchafed in Guinea, Congo, and Manicongo, and 
- the colonifts had plantations furnifhed with from one hundred 
and fifty:to three thoufand Negroe flaves. ~ . 

In the beginning of the fixteenth- century, the, Spaniards 
and Portuguefe began to tranfport Negroes, for fimilar labours, 
to the Weit Indies and. Brafils, by which. the Negroe trade was 
rapidly. increafed. ’ The Spaniards, on their firft {ettling in the’. 
Weft Indies, immediately treated the'natives of that part of the: 
globe» according to the pope’s inftruction ; they. divided: them: 
by families or diftricts‘among themfelves, as flaves..; Eh¢ poor 
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Indians were now forced to dive for pearls, to wath gold fand, and 
to work gold and filver mines for their new matters; they were 
often carried far from their native homes; and,.in fhort, they 
were fo miferably fed and ufed, that in a fhort time thefe coun- 
tries. were entirely depopulated. In order to-fapply that lofs, 
the Spaniards carried off the other Indians; who were not yet 
fubdued,. by ftratagem or force, efpecially fromthe Lucayan 
Iffands. The Spanifh court at laft prohibited thofe violences ; 
but the Sates foon found means for. evading the orders of 
their court. They decried the Indians in Europe.as the mot 
fanguinary race of favages; on which Ferdinand repealed his 
former orders, and bade them carry off thefe cannibals. by farce 
from their native places, and to treat and fell them as*flaves. 
With-a great deal of pains and dangers, the Spaniards now 
carried away. the-number of labourers wanted for their exi- 

encies, but foon.found them too, weak to fupport long and 
yard labours. _ Bifhop Las Cafas is. generally thought to have 
been the firft, who advifed thé Spaniards. to import flaves from 
Africa, in-order to {pare the Indians. But our*author fhews, 
that before that time, Moorifh and even Negroe flaves were 
fent to America. . Las Cafas’ merits. confifted in faving South 
America from an entiré depopulation: what before him had 
heen.already done by private Spanifh individuals, he procured 
to be done by-a. general royal order, or he propofed Negroes 
inflead of the few Moorifh flaves, who had till then been fent to 
America... He alfo deferved well, of the. commerce of America, 
by procuring by his remonftrances, that the Negroe flaves, 
who. before, like all, other neceffaries, had been fent from 
Seville, og other Spanith harbours, were to be direétly tranf- 
ported from Guinea to the Weft Indies; and that, of courfe, 
America was ‘more expeditioufly furnifhed with the labourers 
wanted. Las Cafas’ propofal.:.was executed in 1517. The 
court of ,trade at Seville appointed 4000 Negroes, to be 
annually tranfported to the iflands of Domingo, Fernandina, 
Porto Rico, and Jamaica; and Charles V. granted the mono- 
poly. of this flave-trade to his counfellor and. major-domo de la 
Brefa for eight years,, who, .in his turn, fold his grant for that 
time to fome Genoefe, for 25000 ducats. The trade of ’ thefe 
farmers probably ceafed with the term of the eight years, as 
the Genoefe fold their flaves too dear, and as the Portuguefe 
were become yery jealous of the trade of other nations to 
Guinea, ote: ee : 

The number of flaves annually exported from Guinea now rofe 
from year to year. Befides thofe wanted by, the Portuguefe for 
‘. their own fettlements in Africa, or fold by. them to the Spa- 
niards im the Weft Indies, great numbers of Negroes were alfo 
-wanted for the Brafils, which had been lately difcovered.. The 
importance of that fruitful country, which fora long time re- 
mained a place of exile, was not known till.about.the middle 
of the fixteenth century. Some of its forced colonifts had imi« 
ap : tated 








ForetirGgw ARTICLES, 143 


tated there the management of the fugar plantations in St. Tho- 
mas and Madeira'with fuch fuccefs, that both thefe iflands loft 
their fugar trade, and the Portuguefe were enabled to mono- 
polifé the flave trade. ' Towards the latter end of ‘the fixteenth 
century, the Brafils annually received twenty-eight thoufand 
negroe flaves from Angola only; and fome of its planters are 
faid to have been'poffeffed of not lefs than teh thoufand: flaves, 
and eighteen fugar works, Even then they ufed to mark the 
flaves with hot irons. And they alfo employed’ Brafilians 
earried off by force from the inland parts of the country. The 
permiffions for thus kidnapping and carrying off the natives 
mto flavery, were openly fold by the Portuguefe governors ; and 
thefe- licenfed. kidnappers~fetehed..their commodities ‘from the 
moft inacceffible forefts and wildernefies. 

To the end-of the fixteenth century, the Negroe flave-trade 
was carried on only by Portuguefe and Spanifh merchants, who 
fetched their flaves from the ha ee When the 
Portuguefe became fubjeéts to Spain, under Philip Tfs-they- 
engroffed the whole Spanifh Negroe-trade to themfelves. .Spain 
entirely ceafed her trade to Guinea, and'to the iflands’of Cape 
Verd; and from that time to the peace concluded at Pardo, 
{uffered her colonies to be furnifhed with Negroes by other na- 
tions. John Hawkins, a dealer in flaves, got, in 1565, the 
firft potatoes, for fhip ptovifions, from the inhabitants of Santa 
Fé, in New Spain; he introduced the root into Ireland, whence 
jt was farther propagated through all the northern’ parts of 
Europe. : | ok 

In 1610, the Portuguefe loft the moft profitable branch ‘of 
their Negroe trade, with the liberty of ‘trading to the Spanifh 
Indies, on account of the revolution Of Portugal, As the 
Spaniards themfelves could not trade to Guinea, on account of 
their war with Portugal, Dutch merchants offered to carry on 
that trade for them. The Dutch had traded with Guinea for 
gold-ever fince 1593 ; and whilft they were matters of ‘the Bra- 
fils, they alfo carried on‘a confiderable flave trade+ but their 
propofals- were declined by the chamber or court of trade, at 
Seville. In 1662, the crown contratted again for feven years 
with two Italians, of the name of Grilli, for flaves: ‘This 
company of the Grilli purchafed their flaves from the Englifh, 
the Dutch,-- the French, ‘and the ‘Danes, who’ ‘had ‘then 
fettled in Guinea, But this trade probably declined and 
ceafed when the Spanifh power was fo exceedingly weakened 
towards the end of the laft century. 3 

The~ author ‘has fubjoined fome additions: firft, 4 minute 
account of the Englifh fettlements on the Gold Coaft, and in 
Senegambia; the fecond, of the prefent price of flaves. “For- 
merly a Negro flave was to be got fo cheap as for a few yards of 
coarfe cloth; and towards the end of the laft century, the Ne- 
gtoes fold ‘a full-grown Negroe flave for two or three quarts of 
brandy ~but the price has fince: been« greatly “railed “by ‘the 
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competition of European flave-merchants. 'That.price depends 
on the peaceable or warlike difpofition of the Negroe princes, 
and on the greater or fmaller number of flaving fhips. -It.is 
alfo greatly influenced by the nature of the European commo- 
dities, where the dealers never ufe to purchafe flaves with any 
one fingle commodity, but always contrive to.mix dear and 
cheap articles with a great deal of cunning and profit. The 
Englifh are faid to purchafe at prefent an able full-grown flave, 
on the coaft of Africa, for 23 or 24]. value, in commodities, 
though thefeare faid to be in fact worth only about 181. . The 
flaying veffels retail their flaves agaim in America, at the rate 
of sol. per head: but in larger parcels, comprifing men and 
women, they may be got at the rate of 361. pef head. This, 
however, is to be underftood of Negroes fit only for fugar works ; 
for fuch as are fit for other forts of work are paid for according 
to their {kill ;‘and in a fcarcity of hands fometimes even at four 
times the price.of ordinary Negroe flaves. 





— | 
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Second Letter to a Country Gentleman. 8vo. 15. 6d. Stockdale. 


HIS fenfible writer, of whofe former Letter to a Country 

Gentleman we gave anaccount in our laft Review, proceeds 
to make farther obfervations on thofe political fubjeéts, which 
have lately fo much attraéted the public attention. It has, he 
remarks, ferved the purpofes of a faction to talk of a want of 
the confidence of the houfe of commons in the minifter; but 
itis fit for honeft men to confider what is to be the effeét of a 
want of the confidence of the people in the reprefentatives of 
the people. It is fincerely to be wifhed that fuch a confider- 
ation may at length be adopted by thofe who have been the 
abettors of the violent meafures which reflect fo much difhonour 
on the public fpirit of the nation. In {peaking of the late re- 
folutions in the houfe of commons, the author declares, with a 
{pirit of liberal indignation, that he could not fubmit to fit for 
one hour in that houfe, without moving to refcind thofe refo- 





. Jutions, as the only means of reftaring to the houfe the confi- 


dence of its conftituents, in-which “its dignity, and even its 
authority, confifts: 

After feveral judicious obfervations on the conduét of par- 
liament, the author makes a tranfition to the affairs of the Ea 
India company, concerning which he affirms, that he cannot 
think of governing India by aé& of parliament, without {corn 
and contempt for the idea. However repugnant this fentiment 
may be to hypothefis generally adopted on the fubject of 
Eaft India government, we are of opinion that, when deliber- 


_ ately confidered, it will appear to be founded ‘in good policy. 


In a country fo-remote, accuftomed from the earlieft times to a 
, ' defpotic 
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defpotic adminiftration, and contiguous to nations of a fimilar 
political temperament, that form of government which can be 
adminiftered with the greateft vigour, energy, and effe@t) mutt 
doubtlefs be the moft eligible. In the opinion.of our author, 
{uch a_government ought to be in the hands of one man, affilted 


‘ by a council refident in India, in whom the moit implicit con- 


fidence is to:be:repofed; and who shall be refponfible for it in 
Britain, at the peril of his life and fortune. 


Mr. Burke’s Speech, on the 1? December, 1783, on Mr. Fox’s Eaft- 
| India Bill. 8vo. 25,  Dodfley. 


In this fpeech Mr. Burke takes.a wide furvey of the. affairs 
of the Eaft-India company, which he reprefents to be in a flate 
of great diforder, through the rapacity. and mifconduct of the 
company’s fervants in the Eaft. The faéts upon which he pro- 
ceeds being frequently unauthenticated, and appearing at leaft 
fufpicious, if not manifeftly marked with exaggeration, we 
cannot admit them to fuch a degree of credit as is neceflary 
for rendering them fubfervient to the author’s conclufions. The 
{peech is obvioufly calculated rather to enforce the expediency 
of the bill, than to afford a candid reprefentation of the mae 
nagement of the company’s affairs in Afia; and, confiftently 
with fuch a-defign, it is, like moft of this ingenious duthor’s 
orations, addreffed more to:the imagination than to the under- 
ftanding. As if Mr. Burke had been fenfible.that the bill 
ftood in need of the utmoft fupport that could be obtained, he - 
has artfully endeavoured to give. it reflected merit, by conclud- 
ing with a high panegyric on the. mght hon. gentlemaa,who 
framed it. The ipeaker may, no,doubt,. maintain, that thefe 
compliments proceeded from a fource entirely unconnected with. 
any view towards the fuccefs of. the bill; but, however well- 
founded the encomiums may be, we fhould have been more ig- 
clined to confider them as a tribute of perfonal efteem, did they 
not betray an attempt to imprefs the audience with partiality. 


4 Reply to Mr. Burke’s Speech of the 1ft of Deceniber, 1783, on 
Mr. Fox’s Eaft-India Bill. By Major Fobn Scott. Svo0. 15. 62. 
Debrett. y i 
We had occafion to obferve, in our laft Review, that major 

Scott appeared to be well acquainted with affairs sn the Eatt- 

Indies ; and our opinion on that fubje& is farther confirmed 

by the prefent Letter. ‘That the major avails himfelf, of 

every’ opportunity of information, .feems,, highly probable 
from his induftry ; for he has fo carefully collated the copy 
of Mr. Burke’s fpeech, as publifhed by. Mr. Dodfley, wita 
that ‘formerly printed in the news papers, that -he affirms 
it has received great alterations, both in refpect ef matter and 
embellifiment. In its improved ftate,, the major-hefitates not 
to prowounce it an artful, though a.grofs and glaring mifre- 
prefentation of all the events that have happened.in india from | 
Var. LVI. Feb. 1784. L the 
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the year 1756 tothe prefent time. Without entering upon 2 
detail of the numerous parts of the fpeech on which Mr. Scott 
has commented, it is fufficient to inform our readers of what 
he affirms in general, viz. ‘ that from the firlt page to the laft, 
he can dete& infinuation without ground ; affertion without 
oa faéts without evidence; language unwartantably ¢on- 
rued ; unjuft inferences ; ‘and unfair conclufions.? = 


4 Letter to the People of England, and, in particular, to the 
 Elettors of Weftminfier, concerning the Man of the People: 410 

rs. Debrett: es 

This pamphlet treats of the various political topics which have 
Jately been fo much agitated. The author’s ftyle is diffufe ; 
but his obfervations in general have 4 degree of thréwdnefs. 
The chief obje& of his remarks is the Mua of the People ;, whofe 
conduct he traces from the origin of that title, amidft the jol- 
lity of fome zealous partizans at a tavern, to the prefent time. 
The refult of the enquiry, as condntted by this political che- 
mift, is, that the Man of the People is deftitute of loyalty, 
patriotifm, public integrity, and even of found abilities as a 
ftatefman. 


An Addrefs tothe Majority of the Honfe of Commons. vo. 15 
' | Flexney. 


This Addrefs is written with the view of expofing the du- 
plicity of thofe who take the lead in the prefent oppofition 
to government. The author points out the moft..ftriking 
inftances, which prove their conduct to be influenced entirely 
by private confiderations; and he recommends to the members 
of the houfe of commons to emancipate themfelves from the 
authority of men who would facrifice the interefts of the nation 
t6 their-own-aggrandizement. ‘The admonition is highly fea- 
fonable ; nor can we fuppofe that a majority of the honfe of 
commons will perfevere in that intemperate conduct, which 
muft draw upon.them the general cenfure of all who are ani- 
mated with a regard for the conftitution of their country. 


A Letter to the Right Hon. William Pitt, from a Prefoyterian of 
the. Kirk of Scotland. .To which is. added, a fhort Epifile to 
William Pulteney, Efg. 8voa. 15. Debrett. 


It redounds not a little. to: the honour of the minifter, tha‘ 
his enemies, finding no member cf the church hardy enough 
to attack his reputation, are obliged to: have recourfe to the 
kirk of Scotland. The kirk, in its turn, feems equally averfe 
to the employment ; and has furnifhed {uch a champion -as be- 
trays either his own inability, or the weaknefs of the caufe. 
‘This. Calvinift, in reality, has nothing of religion but the 
name; and-when we fay that, he is. equally void. of political 
truth, we do no injattice to his character. ——Subjoined to the 
Letter, isa fhort Epiftie to William Pulteney, Efq, in which 
the author endeavours to refute the application, made by that 
7 _ anal 
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gentleman, of the prio phes of De Lolme, But-this attempr 
is not more fuccefsful.than the former; and for both thefe acts: 
of political ancleannef$, we cannot do better than recommend 
this pre/byteriaz to be placed on the /fool of repentance, _ 


A foort commercial and political Letter from Mr. Joféph Price to 
the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, on the Subject of bis Afiatic 
Bills, now pending in Parliament. 8v0. 15, 6d. Stockdale. 


Mr. Price begins with animadverting upon a claufe in Mr. - 
Fox’s Eat India bill, prohibiting indifcriminately all mono- 
polies at Bengal ; a prohibition which he affirms would prove 
as pernicious, with refpect to the general trade of Bengal, as 
laying open the trade to India would be to this country. He 
obferves, that the prefent. plan for fupporting the home-made 
Bengal falt-trade, by excluding the importation of foreign falc, 
is the leaft oppreffive to the people, and moft productive to 
government, that ever was thought of. With refpec to opium, 
he afferts, in defiance of the ninth Report, that this beneficial 
branch of trade could not be ruined more effectually than by 
laying it open. From Mr. Price’s. knowlege of India, his opi- 
nion concerning the propofed regulations of that country cer- 
tainly merit attention ; and, in a variety of particulars, inde- 
‘pendently of the political effects on Great Britain, he very 
much difapproves of Mr, Fox’s bill. 


Obfervations on the Principles.and, Tendency of the Eaft India Bills 
. propofed by the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, and -the Right 
Hon. William Pitt; voith fbort Sketches of their Political Cha- 

radiers, 8vo. 15,6d. Stockdale; — . 

‘The unconftitutional principles, and~pernicious tendency, of 
the former of thefe bills, are here contraited with the moderation 
and efficiency of the latter; as are likewife the characters of the 
two diftinguifhed gentlemen by whom the bills were refpectively 
introduced. The author’s obfervations feem no lefs jult chan 
candid; and they’ preponderate greatly in favour of the cha- 
racter of Mr. Pitt. ities & ; 


Confiderations on st ot gt Situation of Great Britain and the 
United States of North America, with a View to their future 
Commercial Connetions. 8vo0. 25. 6d. Stockdale. 


The author of this pamphlet ‘endeavours to fhew, in oppo- 
‘fition to the plan recommended by lord Sheffield, that Great 
Britain ought not, upon the’ principles of good policy, to pro- 
“hibit the American tates from trading with our Welt India 
ifiands. In fupport of this propofition, he is at great pains to 
-convince the public, that .a free trade with America would be 
highly advantageous to this country, on many confiderations. 
One of thefe' refates.so the.building of merchant-veflels, which 
he fays might be procured from America thirty per cent. cheaper 
than: they can be built in Great. Britain, even upon the fup- 
pofition that the cordageé, fails, and ftores, fhould; be exported 
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thence. Admitting this to be a'fa&, we would afk the-author, 
whether it would be goad policy in Great Britain thus to dif- 
courage fhip-building in her own dominions? While America 
formed a part of the Britifh empire, and the interefts of both 
countries were clofely united, the: purchafing of American vef- 
fels, at the rate above mentioned, might well be confidered as 
beneficial ; but the revolution in the government certainly. de- 
mands a change in the commercial fyftem of Britain and Ame- 
rica. There is likewife the ftrongeft reafon to apprehend, that 
the granting to the American States a free trade with our Weft 


_ India iflands, would prove the means of increafing the naval 


power of America, and of diminifhing that of Great Britain in 
an equal proportion. We muft acknowlege that the author’s 
arguments appear to us to be extremely problematical ; and we 
cannot help -fufpeéting the local attachments of a writer, who 
urges the propriety of liberal’ policy, in oppofition to what 
feems the true intereft of Great Britain in a matter of the 
higheft importance. \ Es. ' 

The Cafe of the Eaft India Company, as flated and proved at the 
Bar of the Houfe of Lords, on the 15th and 16th Days of De- 
cember, 1783. 8vo. 25. 6d. _ Gurney. : 
The Cafe of the Eaft India Company is ftated in this pam- 

phlet with great perfpicuity, as well as with Prndins eh of 

truth. ‘The gentlemen who appeared at the bar of the houfe 
of lords, in favour of the company and proprietors, could have 
only a very fhort time to prepare for fo arduous an undertaking ; 
yet, from the fpeeches now before us, we find that they ac- 
quitted themfelves in fuch a manner, as no lefs merited general 

plaufe than the thanks, which they obtained, of their em- 
ployers.. The affairs of the company, though at prefent in- 


' volved in fome embarraffment, are proved to be in a ftate that 


could by no means either require or juftify the violent remedies 
propofed by the Eaft India bill; and the dangerous effects that 
-would ‘have thence refulted to the conftitution of this country, 
are likewife judicioufly remarked. The feveral fpeeches are 
diitinguifhed from each other by an obfervable diverfity in the 
mode of argument; but they agreé in explaining the fubjed, 
and in enforcing their purpofe, with clearnefs, confiftency, 
{fpirit, and rhetorical addrefs. © ; 


Serious Reflections on a Diffolution of Parliament. 8vo. 15. 
is Parker. : 

The author of this pamphlet argues ftrongly fora diflolution 
of parliament ; and indeed there is. much-reafon for thinking 
that the event would not be unacceptable to the majority of the 
nation. - 


| a new Whig Catechifn. Sv0. 6d. Debrett. 

A fort of parody ‘on fome part of the church-catechifm, cal 
“culated to’expofe the coalition-miniftry to the fcorn and hatred 
of the public. 
—" A Lets 














Montury CaTatoéue. 149 


4 Letter to@ Member of Parliament, in Defence of the Lords and 
Earl Témple, and a new India Bill.» 4to; 1s: 6d. Dixwell. 
‘Honeftus, the writer of this Letter, informs us that, for near 
fixteen years paft, -he has publifthed more on the fubject of the 
Eaft India company, than any other’ man’ in the kingdom: 
W hether-he has yet exhaufted that fubjeét, we know not ; ‘but 
his ardour for writing appears to continue fo unabated, that he 
now feems to publifh; without regard to’ any fubje&; for 
though: he profeffes to write in defence of the lords, and earl 


Temple, he wanders fo much from the pvint, that it is impof- 
fible for us to follow him. 


Thoughts on the prefent Mode of Taxation in Great Britain. By 
Francis Dobbs, Efg. 8vo. 15. Stockdale. 


The author fets out with obferving that, for feveral years, 
the exports of Great Britain have, in refpeét of quantity, been 
much upon the decline. While we enjoyed the exclufive trade 
_ ‘of America, our manufacturers could charge a price proportion- 

able to the expence of living, and yet be certain of a market ; 
but now they muft fell on equal terms with other nations, to 
have an equal market; and on lower terms to have a prefer- 
ence. But this, as the author remarks, is impoffible, while the 
neceffaries of life are higher than in other countries; an evil 
which he thinks can only be remedied by a-change in our mode 
of taxation. Mr. Dobbs then proceeds to fhew that -the mode 
of taxation in this country is founded upon principles extremely 
erroneous and impolitic. The, land-tax, he obferves, is the 
moft pernicious that could be devifed; for, being a tax upon 
the neceffaries of life, it ftrikes at the very root of our manu- 
factures ; as do likewife the taxes on malt, foap, candles, lea- 
ther, falt, and other articles of general confumption. In a 
word, Mr. Dobbs condemns the-whole fyftem of Britifh tax- 
ation, as repugnant to-found policy, fubverfive of juflice,' and 
equally inimical to the liberty and morals of the people. _ 
Mr. Dobbs, in endeavouring to find a proper fubflitute for 
the numerous taxes which he would explode, is yuided by a 
principle undoubtedly falutary and juft.» It is, that the taxes 
dhould be proportioned to the different abilities of thofe upon 
whom they are levied. . He informs us, that after enquiring for 
the beft criterion of a:man’s fortune, he thinks there is none fo 
—univerfally exprefive as. that. of his houfe....For whether a 
man’s wealth confifts.in land, in goods, or)money, his houfe, 
in general, is in proportion 40.it, 


This, he obferves, is alfoa.permanent,,not.a fuctuating-ob- ~ 


ject; and therefore taxation on it is. neither liable to fraud ner 
charge. | f oe : 
./+Affuming it, as.a fixed propofition, that a houfe is the beft 
criterion, the author’s next objec isto. make. fuch, a diftin&ion 
between the different ;kinds, ofhoufes, -thac the rich fhall:pay 
qlargely, and.the ,poor,in a fmall, proportion... The rule which 


* 
, 


 houfe 


Mr. Sabbs:propotes. or, reg alating fhas,diftinction is, . that, each 
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houfe fhould be taxed according to the number of fire-places it ' 
contains, but notin a regular proportion. The following are 
the rates which he fpecifies for the fake of illuftration, viz. that 
a houfe with one fire-p!ace, fhould pay annually one pound ; 
with two, three pounds; with three, fix pounds; with four, 
nine pounds; ' with five, twelve pounds; with fix, fifteen 
pounds; with. feven, eighteen pounds; with eight, twenty- 
one pounds; with nine, thirty pounds ; with ten, forty; with 
eleven, fixty.;, with twelve, a hundred pounds; with thirteen, 
a hundred and fifty ; with fourteen, two hundred; with fifteen, 
three hundred ; with fixteen, four hundred; with feventeen, 
five hundred; with eighteen, fix hundred; with nineteen, fe- 
ven hundred; with twenty, athoufand ; and for every hearth 
above twenty, five hundred pounds to be added. 

For the different proportions above fpecified, Mr, Dobbs af- 
terwards affigns reafons, drawn from the probable difference in 
the circumftances of the proprietors ot inhabitants; and he 
points out the great adyantages with which he thinks this tax 
would be attended. Suppofing that a map of ten thoufand 
pounds a year, of landed property, lives in a houfe with twenty 
fire-places, he, pays a thoufand pounds to the ftate, and for this 
annual tribute he buys all articles free of taxation, Our au- 
thor obferves, that in the very firft inflance, he faves more by 
the abolition of the land-tax than he pays by the propofed im- 
poft ; and the fame would be the cafe through the various gra- 
dations of ‘fociety. ‘epangiyey | 
~ Without enumerating the various and great advantages of 
which Mr. Dobbs is of opinion this tax would be productive, 
we fhall only inform our readers, that he means not by his plan 
to deprive the revenue-officers of their fubfiftence ; for he pro- 
pofes that they fhould be allowed penfions for life, equal to the 
tair profits of the place abolifhed. | 

The mode of taxation propofed by Mr. Dobbs, is doubtlefs 
recommended by its fimplicity, but is liable to many and great 
objections ; ‘and therefore, though the author may deferve praife 
for his good intentions, we cannot entertain any expectation 
that ever the plan willbe adopted. = = org : 


‘Confider ations on the Defects of Prifons, and their prefent Syfiem of 
Regulation. By SirG. O. Paul. -8v0. vs. 6d. Cadell. 
This fmall treatife was originally intended for the ufe of ‘the 

‘county of Gloucefter ; but, at the defire of many refpectable 

friends, fir G. O, Paul has beén induced: to enlarge his plan, 

“with ‘the-view of ‘procuring a general reform of the prifons in 

‘all the counties of ‘the kingdom, This laudable defign is ex- 

‘ecuted by the author with a precifion and perfpicuity that do 

‘honour to his underftanding. He firt ‘confiders how ‘far the 

dpirit of the law of England implies a principle .of -diferi- 

mination, and an attention ‘to ‘humanity, in the various fen- 

‘fences’ to imprifonment..° Gecondly; how ‘far “the ftatutes have 

petciealy enpiired fuch-#:-pantiplesand fuch ah atrention. = 
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the third place, he remarks what prifons ought to be; in the 
fourth, he:confiders their actual ftate. Afier inveRigating thefe 
topics, the fenfible author concludes with fome obfervations 
calculated tg excite the public attention toa general reform of 
the prifons. The zeal and induftry which he difcovers for the im» 
provement of the national police, in a matter of fo much im- 
portance both to humanity and good government, merit the 
warmeit applaufe ; and we hope to fee fo benevolent and judi- 
cious a plan rendered efkectual by legiflative authority. 


The Heads of a: Plan. fur the raifing the Mouey fr maintaining 
Paupers, by a new Method. 8vo. 1s. Faulder. ° 

Several benevolent gentlemen have, of late years, favoured 
the public with different plans concerning the regulation of 
the poor. This part of our domeftic polity, fo effential to the 
happinefs of -a ftate, ‘and fo interefting to the feelings of every 
humane mind, is univerfally acknowleged to be extremely de- 
feGlive, and to require the moft ferious attention, The author 
of this pamphlet confiders the fubje& under three heads. In 
the firft place, he points out the various deficiencies and incon- 
gruities of the prefent eftablifhment relative to the poor: in the 
fecond, he gives the outlines of the plan he propofes ; and in 
the third, he exhibits, by a comparative view, the fuperiority 
of the regulations fuggefted. Our limits not permitting us to 
attend the author through all the parts of his plan, we fhall 
only mention thofe of the greateft confequence. In order to 
provide for the maintenance of the poor, he propofes, pre- 
vioufly, that the wage#of all fervants, labourers, manufactur- 
ers, or handicraftfmen, thould be fixed by a& of parliamént, 
in the fame way as thofe of weavers, taylors, &c. This bein 
done, he advifes. that certain ftoppages fhould be made out = 
the wages of each, in proportion to their different fituations ; 
and-that the fum, thence arifing, fhould be placed in the public 
funds, as a provifion for their fopport in time of ficknefs or 
old age. Regulations refpecting the poor have now fo long 
been agitated, that we with to fee fome effectual improvement 
introduced with all poffible fpeed. The fubjeét is complicated 
and arduous; but, from the rational hints which havé been 
fuggefted by different writers, a fyftem might be formed, if 
not the moft perfe&, at leaf infinitely lefs exceptionable than 
that which at prefent fubfits. 


Oe et Ry. 


Speech to the Sun of the Political Hemifphere, by a fallen Angel, 
Embellifbed with a beautiful Frontifpiece. 4to., Od. Stgckdale. 
This Speech is a parody on Satan’s Addrefs to the Sun, in 
Milton’s Paradife Loit. | The Speaker, or ‘ the-fallen Angel,” 
_3s fuppofed to be Mr. Fox. How far the fentiments in the ori- 
ginal, and in the parody coincide, the reader will fee by the 
Sollowing {fpecimen : | 


gps: va ene ‘Oh! 
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‘QO! thouthat with the royal favour crown’d, 
Look’ft from the treas’ry chamber, like the head 
Of this new miniftry ; at whofe approach, ; 
The defp’rate feizers of mens’ charter’d rights 
Hide their diminifh’d heads—to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 
O P—tt! to tell thee how! hate thy fight, ~ 
That brings to mind from what high ftate I fell— 
How glorious once in minifterial {phere ! 
Till overftretch’d ambition threw me down, 
Warring in p—rl—t againft the k—¢g: bo 
Ah wherefore ! he deferv’d no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was, 
In his bright cabinet ; and with his gift 
Upbraided none ; nor was his fervice hard—~ 
What could be lefs than give him fit refpeét, 
The eafieft recompence ; and def’rence pay, 
How due !—Yet all his good prov’d ill in me, 
And wrought but malice, Lifted up fo high, 
I ’sdeign’d fubjection, and thought one ftep higher 
Would fet me higheft, and in a moment cleaf 
Th’ immenfe demands of endlefs creditors, 
So burthenfome, ftill paying, ftill to owe. 
Oh! had his powerful deftiny ordain’d 
Me fome inferior placeman, I had ftood 
Then happy: no unbounded hope had rais’d 
Ambition.’ 4 Reseu:, 
This is one of the fmarteft ftrokes of fatire, which have been 
occafioned by our prefent political diffenfions. 
An Epifile to the Right Hon. Lord Fobn Cavendifh, late Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. By Mifs Ryves. 4to. 1s. Dodfley. 
The author of this Epiftle has paid her tribute of applaufe to 
“the late chancellor of the exchequer, in a ftrain of very re- 
fpectable poetry. In the latter part, having avowed her own 
fincerity, fhe modeftly adds : i 
‘ Yet while I fcorn the flatterer’s abject part, 
His bafe ambition, and his bafer art, 
Flufh’d with a Briton’s glowing warmth, ‘I feel 
My bofom burn to hail the patriots’ zeal, 
And, fir’d with ardour, would the lyre command 
To found their praife thro’ an admiring land, 
Had heaven beftow’d a genius for the tafk, 
» And numbers lofty as fuch praifes afk : 
But from a woman’s trembling voice in vain 
Still feebly faulters the majeftic ftrain,. 
Which to the bard’s deep-founding tones belong, 


To the rich melody of Mafon’s fong.” 
The Fourth Satire of Perfius imitated, and much enlarged on, in Ap- 
plication to the Right Hon. William Pitt. 4t0, 15. Bladon. 
Thefe imitations are fo trifling or remote, and the enlarge- 
ee ae : mes ments 
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ments fo copious, that the fpirit of Perfius is extinguifhed in 
the duinefs of the rhapfodift. The execution is likewife not 
more weak and unpoetical than the defign is inconfiftent with 
morality. It is neither folly nor vice, but wifdom and virtue, 
that undergo this author’s reprehenfion. He Uelineates youth, 
as a crime againft the ftate ; and tranfcendent abilities, as un- 
connected with. perfonal merit...In fhort, he has miftaken 
both the fhafts and the obje& of genuine fatire; and of this it 
is our duty to inform him, even-at the hazard of his refent- 
ment, {fo directly, intimated in the following line. 

‘ Beware, Reviewers ! /af#1 break your pates,’ 


The Voluntary Exile. A Poetical Effay, Ato. 15. 6d. Scott, 


This is faid to be an allufion to Juvenal’s third Satire; but 
as unlike that: author, as the preceding article is to Perfius. 
From thefe two productions, one would be intlined to think, 
that fome {chool-boys, in a ramble to Parnaffus, have) got in- 
toxicated with the fprings of Helicon; and are now difgorging 
their debauch.upon. the public. . 


The Political Remembrancer. A Poem in Hudibeaftic Verfe. 25, 
— mae -Maclew. 
A more defpicable piece of doggrel than this Remembrancer, 


never was configned to oblivion. 


4 Monody upon the Death of Lord Afbburton. gto. 15. 6d. Becket. 


A tribute’ of gratitude or efteem;. but not diated by the 
elegiac Mufe, ; : 


Peace, a Poem; humbly addreffed to his Royal Highnefs the Prince 


of Wales, on his taking his Scat in Parliament, 4tay -15. 6d. ' 


Stockdale. 


¢ May it pleafe your royal highnefs, not with more per- 
-fonal refpect and becoming humility than ‘real. regard, 1 beg 
leave to exprefs my moft grateful fenfe of your royal highnefs’s 

reat condefcenfion in the acceptance of the following poem. 
Pike the ancient Perfian habit, plain, fimple, and unadorned, 
it will thew itfelf how unequal to this honour; yet the greater 
will appear your princely encouragement to {cience and litera- 
ture, in patronizing fo inferior a work, which has nothing but 
its fincerity to recommend it.’ ' : 

Thus begins the Dedication to this curious poem, the con- 
cluding part of which feems to intimate, that his royal high- 
nefs’s encouragement of literature will appear evident from 
his patronifing a performance unworthy his attention: and as 
the author with great modefty choofes to compare it to the.an- 
cient Perfian habit, a comparifon which we donot much like, 
we hope his:candour will excufe our addrefling him in the words 
of Lear to the i}l-apparelled Edgar: ‘ Ido not like the fafhion 
of your garments; you fay they are Perfian attire, but letthem 
be changed.’—Verbum fat fapienti. 


On. 
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On the next feétion, where our author talks of ‘truly un- © 
variable unity,’ we thal] pafs no comment. We know not 
indeed well what he means; but unity, whether domeitic or 
civil, is now a topic too ferious to be jefted with. | 

Though the Dedication is fufficiently obfcure, it falls inf- 
nitely fhort of the poem itfelf in that refpe&t; witnefs the fol- 
lowing lines : 

* Ere long, fome good, fome lovely fair 
Shall to thy foul fweet blifs convey ; 

The fteady thaft flies through the air, 
While the light pinions quiv’ring play.’ - 

The prediction is extremely kind, but unfortunately the laft 
lines are: totally inexplicable. No lefs fo is the enfuing’pro- 
phecy : 
| Thou too fhalt mark the modef vi’lets bloom, 

Which fcents the-zephyrs wings, yet hides its head ; 

Oft from the foaming fteed fhalt placid come, 

T’inhale-its fweetnefs with delighted tread.’ 
We allow that to be placid after a very hard ride is a grand 
idea, and fit only to be applied to one of royal birth; but how 
the doom of a violet can {cent the air, and that bloom be per- 
ceived where its head is concealed; or how even the feet of 
royalty itfelf can obtain delight by inhaling its fweetnefs, we 
cannot poflibly conjecture. As the quotations we have given 
fhew to what a height fublimity is carried in fome paflages, we 
ean aflure the reader fimplicity is no lefs confpicuous in 
others. | 


. 


———quantum vertice ad altum, 
Tantum radice ad Tartara tendit. e ’ 

‘For inftance ; fome infants introduced to celebrate the prince’ 
beneficence, : 

~ * Stretching their little arms, lifp—is’2t that he? 

‘Ves, ‘my dear babes, ’tis dim, ‘the cries.’ 

This is * founding the very bafe-ftring of humility!’ Can 
any thing be more fimple? more confonant to the Doric 
idiom? or can any farther extra& be required to juftify our 
opinion? , . : 

The following paffage from Horace is fubjoined to the 
dedication. . | 

‘Satis fuperque me benignitas tua 
Ditavit.’ | 

Whether it is inferted as a teftimony of the author’s claffical 
knowlege, or as an acknowlegement for favours received, we - 
know not: if the latter, as the dedication feems to intimate, 
we fuppofe the man, though not the poet, was entitled to 
protection. Otherwife we think he had reafon to expec a 
fimilar anfwer to that which Jehu gave the meflengers:of Jo- 
: ram : * What haft thou to do with peace? turn thee behind 
‘met*- mG 7s j ers ‘ 
oo Bpew- 
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* Spenfer’s Fairy Queen, attempted in Blank Verfe, With Notes, 
critical and explanatory. 8vo, 15, Egerton. 

Readers of different complexions will pafs a very different 
judgment on this performance, ‘Thefe who are fond of per- 
fpicuity, and 9 modern ftyle; who cannot bear the impedi- 
ments thrown in their way by obfolete words and objfcure 
phrafes, will probably approve the undertaking; but thofe 
who are charmed with the magic numbers of Speafer, and 
think the Gothic ftruture of his rhythm adapted to the fubject, 
will certainly object to the attempt. This publication con- 
tains only the firft four cantos. 


Fajfbion; an Ode, With other Pocms.. 4to. 25. Dodfley, 


This publication confifts of cdes, a little elegiac poem ex- 
cepted. The firft is written after the Greek model ; and as re- 
gularly divided into ftrepe, antiftrophe, and epode, as any of 
Pindar’s. The mode of compofition, and the fubjeé, which 
feverely arraigns modern follies, are of courfe oddly contrafted. 
We find in it a few reprehenfible expreffions, which might eafily 
have been avoided; but, on the whole, the poem is entitled 
to approbation-for its numbers, {pirit, and imagery.. The {e- 
cond, which confiders the viciflitude of pleafure and pain as 
congenial to the ftate of man, is of inferior merit; though the 
forcible recolle€tion of the beautiful ode began by Gray, and 
completed by. Mafon, on the fame fubjeét, may make us. too 
faftidious. A mock turtle, introduced at the table of a Briftel 
alderman, juft after he had feaited on a real one, would proba- 
bly be pronounced an infipid difh ;, though at another time, it 
might have i ay a different appellation. The third, to 
Retrofpection, bears likewife fome refemblance to Gray’s ode 
on a diftant view of Eton College. The pleafing melancholy 
which poffeffes the mind on recalling thole fcenes which de- 
lighted us in our infant years, is feelingly deferibed in the fol- 
lowing lines: ) 

_ £ Tn vain with aching fight I. try 

The future to pervade; 

No ftraggling beam of Hope is nigh 

To light me thro’ its fhade.  — 

Ah ! then permit ane to review 

The peace my youthful moments knew ; 
The peace I ne’er mu know again ; 
The peace, which too refin’d to cloy, 
Poffeffion-calls con{ummate joy, 

And Mem’ry joyful pain.’ . 

© °To Retrofpettion’s Piercing eyes, 
To funthine painted gay,  . 

The fcenes of former times now -rife,; 
And now ‘in mifts decay, 


adie 





"Phe fix Canto was publithed in’ 1774, and reviewed in December. 
See Crit. Rev, vol, xaxvill. p. 469. 900 
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“ My native cottage there I fee, 
Where in thy lap, Simplicity ! 
My guiltlefs childhood flept or play’d. 
In yonder fields, of. thought devoid, 


Or elfe with pleafing thoughts employ’d, 
How often have I ftray’d !’—— 


‘ Ah! happy view of happy years ! ’ 

When Hope upon me fmil’d, 

Attended by her gay compeers, 

Young Health, and Vigour wild: 

When Fancy wav’d her magic wand, 

And inftant at her high command, 

In all the rainbow’s colours dreft, 

A thoufand F heafnree o’er my head 

Their variegated plumage fpread, _ 

~ Or flutter’d on my breaft,’ 
The tlaft ode, addreffed to Beneficence, is likewife not defti- 

tute of merit, though fcarcely equal to the preceding. None 
of them are defective in point of harmony and animation ; and 


the author, though not a firft-rate poet, foars far beyond me- 
diocrity. : 
or Mifcellaneous Poems. By William Burnby, 
8vo0. 25. 6d. Dodiley. | 
Amidft the fafhionable infipidity of a watering-place, this 
farrago may deferve the name of Amufement ; but in the clofet, 
we only find the femblance of poetry and of humour. The 
fubftance feems to have been far removed from our modern 
Ixion, who hath grafped a cloud inftead of a goddefs. We may 
be again told 3 ) 
« Be dull no more, ‘let juftice, candour plead, 
Affent for once to an impartial deed.’ 
Really, Mr. Burnby, we never felt advice more forcibly ; and, 
whatever faults may be laid to our charge, we are convinced 


that, in the prefent cafe, we deferve due credit for our impar- 
tiality. | 


Summer Amufements, 


MEDIC A:L. 


A ferious and friendly Addrefs to the Public, on the dangerous Con- 
Sequences of neglecting common Colds and Coughs, fo frequent in 
tois Climate: containing a fimple, efficacious, and domeftic Me- 
thod of Cure, neceffary for all Families. By a Gentleman of 
the Faculty. 8vo. 15. 6d.° Murray. : 


The appearance of the title was queftionable, as it feemed a 
prelude~to a quack medicine ; but the pamphlet is really the 
production of a fenfible and benevolent man, anxioufly wifhing 
_ to warn mankind:againft a dangetous and delufive enemy. He 
- mentions the different methods of relieving a common.cold; 
‘and the only peculiarities which, we have.remarked are, .an‘ex- 
~uberant complaifance to every author he has: quoted ; pont 

| 7 timi 
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timid caution in the ufe of almoft all the different remedies te« 
commended. We fufpeé that the author is rather a valetudi- 
narian than ‘ a Gentleman of the Faculty.’ Bey 


An Enquiry into the Nature and Caufe of that Swelling in one or 
both of the lower Extremities, which fometimes happens to Lying- 
in Women. By Charles White, Efq. F.R.S. Se. Bvo. 25. 6d 
in Boards. Dilly: | wks 

_ The author,.in this fenfible little tra&t, defcribes a difeafe, 

which, though not dangerous, is painful and troublefome. He 

fuppofes it owing to the ftagnation of the lymph, and the re- 
tention of that fluid in the abforbing veffels. We think this 
opinion highly probable, but the remote caufe is obfcure and 
uncertain. It feems to arife, he obferves, from a rupture of 
the lymphatics in the time of labour, in confequence of the 
preflure of the child ; for when the wound is again healed, the 
cicatrix may contract, or entirely deftroy the diameter of the 
tube, and occafion a ftagnation in the parts below. Mr. White 
is certainly miftaken in this account; for if it was true, the at- 
tack would not be fudden, the fwelling would me at in the 
lower part of the limb, and the pain occur in the fecond, ra- 
ther than in the firft ftage. ‘This fubject is illuftrated by fome 
cafes, which fully evince that the difeafe is not owing to a nte- 
taftafis of the milk, to the depofition of ‘any acrid matter, or 

‘the obftruction of the lochia. “The remedies are rather more 

numerous than a diforder fo fafe feems to require ; but they 

are well adapted to it; and the whole is illuitrated by three 
plates of the lymphatic fyftem, taken from Mr. Hewfon. — 

In the fubfequent part of the work, our author difapproves 
of the cuftom of drawing the breafts, when'the mother does not 
purpofe to fuckle her child. It is very certain that this prac- 
tice is always unneceffary, and frequently hurtful; and we 
can add our own teftimony to that of Mr. White, that it may 
be fafely omitted. On the whole, this pamphlet will ‘by no 
means diminifh the author’s reputation : we wifh’ that he had 
not fo carefully endeavoured to fupport it by a long lift of titles 
added to hisname. We may be allowed to fuggeft, that many 
of the inftitutions derive more honour from Mr. White than 
they confer on him; and to accumulate every trifling diftinc- 
tion, muft at leaft fhow, that trifles‘will make fome impreffion 
on the mind. ae 


ottoo i deots faved bake 
The Clergyman’s Companion in vifiting the Sick. A new Edition, 
corrected and eularged. 8v0.. 3s. Faulders io sort | 
This colleétion has been fo much efteemed, that itihas paffed 
through eight editions. It was now become fcarce ; and thére- 
fore it was thought proper to re-print it. The rules for vifit- 
ing the fick, are extracted chiefly from the works of ‘bifhop 
Taylor, The occafional prayers ‘are taken from the'devotional 
tracts of bifhop Patrick, Mr. Kettlewell, and other piows*di- 
vines. In this edition, the antiquated ityle ef thofe writers is 
: cor- 
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correCted and improved ; at the fame-time, -a fpirit of rational 
piety, and unaffected fimplicity, are carefully preferved. 

The offices of public and private baptifm, though no ways 
relating to the vifitation of the fick, are retained; as, in the 
prefent form, they will be convenient for the clergy, in the 
courfe of their parochial duty, ; 


A Sermon preached before the Lords Spiritual and Ti emporal, in the 
| Abbey-Church, Wefiminfler, on Friday, Fanuary 30, 1784. 
By Richard, Lord Bifbop of Landaff. 4to. ts. Evans. : 


In the former part of this difcourfe, his lordfhip ftates and 
confiders the different fentiments of divines, relating to the 
providence of God: firft, as fimply denoting forefight ; f{e- 
condly, as exerting a continued influence; and thirdly, as 
confifting in a pre itenuas of all events. His obfervations 
on thefe notions are liberal and judicious, He obferves, that 
all our efforts are baffled, when we would explore the nature of 
- God’s exiftence, or the mode of his operations; yet he thinks, 
Ahat a fingle page of the Gofpel conveys to us. more knowlege 
concerning the attributes of God, and our relation to him, 
than all the volumes of philofophy, which unaflifted reafon 
ever produced. He accordingly remarks, that feveral paflages 
of Scripture. will not,fuffer us to believe, that all fublunary 
events are irreverfibly fixed from the creation of the world ; or 
that our God is the God of Epicurus, exercifing no fuperin- 
‘ tendency over the inhabitants.of the world... He adds: ; 
© IT might now pafs on to apply thefe general obfervations 
concerning Providence to the particular occafion of this day’s 
meeting: but I forbear ; for I dare not fay, as fome men faid, 
‘that God was on their fide, when they imbrued their hands in 
the blood-of. their king, and fubverted the conftitution of their 
country, becaufe their attempts were attended with fuccefs ; 
nor dare -I affirm, with others, that the domettic. evils which 
‘the nation fuffered during the ufurpation, were evident proofs 
of God’s difpleafure at the ufurpers. For what is this but in 
our rash and orb, ag zeal to make the fupreme Governor of 
the Univerfe.a partifan in our difputes, an abettor on one fide 
or other of what is wrong? We cannot fathom the depth of 
God’s councils: but from all -his difpenfations we may learn 
wifdom for the conduct of life. From the difafter which we 
this day deplore, kings may learn the danger of governing 
contrary to law, and even of tenacioufly contending for all the 
sights of their predecefiors, when the circum#tances and opi- 
nions of a: great nation demand from them unufual conceffions : 
sand the people, on the other hand, may learn the danger of 
_fapporting any fet.of men, or even either houfe of parliament, 
in their attempts to infringe the eftablithed yeoncenne of the 
crown, ‘left in. redrefling the grievances incident to monarchy, 
they fabricate for themfelves the tenfold fetters of republican 


tyranny.’ 
bP This 
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. This is a juft and pertinent refle&tion, and affords the bet 
argument, that can be. adduced, for the obfervance of the 30th | 
of January. figi8 
In the latter part of his difcourfe, his lordfhip makes fome 
remarks on.the prefent fituation of our public affairs; and ob- 
ferves, that, humanly fpeaking, there is no caufe for our de 
fpondency ; that our commerce will foon expand itfelf into all 
its former channels; that the property of individuals, com- 
pofing the nation, is at leaft fix times greater than the national 
debt; that in fhiort, we are fill a great and powerful people ; 
and would ftill become greater. and happiér,. provided all parties 
would take the moft prudent meafures to heal our divifions, to 
increafe our numbers, and to amend our morals.. 
MISC-ELLAN EO UW'S, 

4 familiar Addrefs to the Curious in Englifo Poetry: more particu 
larly to the Readers of Shakfpeare. 8v0. 15. 6d. H. Payne. 
This is fuppofed to be an addrefs from the aethor of the 

‘ Obfervations on the three firft Volumes of Englifh Poetry,” 
and * the Remarks on the laft Edition of Shakfpeare.? His 
pétulance and®illiberality will juftify every mode of attack ; 
and his want of candour and accuracy expofe him to every fhaft. 
In the prefent work, he is fappofed to confefs his errors; and 
to apologife for them, in his own peculiar flyie; and this mec 
thod might have produced much lively and juift fatire, if it 
had been managed with ‘kill and tempet. We dre forry 6 
obferve, that the, prefent author is too angry to wield this 
weapon with fuccefs ; but we can find ah ample apology for him, 
if he is but remotely connected with thofe who have finarted 
from the lafh of this Therfites; We have already detedted 
fome of his miftakes and plagiarifms: we have noticed thofe 
errors of the heart, which deferve the fevereft and moft unqua- 
lified cenfure. But his own reflections will probably, at fome 
future period, be a worfe punifhment than even his enemy 
would choofe to inflict. 

D. Funii Fuvenalis et A. Perfii Flacci Satire expurgate: in 

_ Ufum Scholarum. Adduntur Fuvenali Annotatiuncule Lud. 
Pratei et Fof. Fuventii. Subjicitur Perfia, Interpretationis Loco, 
Ferfio Brewfleri, cum Notis.. 8vo. 5s. Dilly: ***~ ‘ 

- ‘This edition of ‘Juvenal and Perfins-is calculated for the ufe 

of fchools; and on this account, all indelicate paffages are 

omitted, The articles which it contains are, J. The Prefate. 

il. The Life‘of. Juvenal by. fuveatius: HI. The Life of. Ju- 

venal by Suetonius: 1V. The Life of Perfius.: ~V..: The Sa+ 

tires of Juvenal, with the Notes of Prateus (Dezprez) the 
editor of the edition in ufum Delphini, &c. VI. Fragments 
of Sat. vis and ix.- VII. The Satires of Perfius. -VII1, The 

Notes to Pérfius from Juventius. IX. Brewfter’s Traniation 

of Perfius. X. Dr. Johnfon’s London; or Imitation of the 

Third: Satire of Juvenal. XI. Dr. Joknfon’s Vanity of Ha- 

man 
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man Withes; or Imitation. ofthe Tenth Satire of -Juveénal. 
XH. Smith’s Tables of Roman Money, reduced to Pounds. 
Sterling. } . ge 

The preface difplays the editor’s tafte and learning. The 
notes are felected'from the-copious annotations of Prateus and 
Juventius ; and judicioufly abbreviated. Brewfter’s tranflation 
of Perfius is much more accurate than that of Dryden; and 
is a ufeful comment on this obfcure fatirift. If any other 
more familiar interpretation fhould ‘be defired, the young 
ftudent’ may confult a tranflation, in Englifh profe, by Dr. 
Thomas Sheridan, publifhed in'1739. ‘It fhould be obferved 
by the reader, that Perfius, though placed after Juvenal, is 
prior in time to ‘that writer, «and. confequently. adapts his allu- 
‘fions to 2 more early periéd. .Perfius died in the reign of 
Nero, 62’ years after the Chriftian era, aged 29.  Juvenal is 
fuppofed to have written. fome of his Satires about the year 85's 
and othérs, as Jate’as the year‘1zo ;. under Domitian, Nerva, 
Trajan, and Adrian. Ce wae 


Varictés Dramatiques; on Recueil de Comedies et Tragedies. Le 
tout Tiré des plus celebres: Auteurs Francois, 12m. 45. 
Longman: whe whenar ots 
This is .a colleAion, for the ufe of fchools, , from. Moliere, 

Voltaire, Racine, and Corneille ; but we cannot highly com- 

mend the choice. Thofe which-we have always;confidered as 
the moft interefting pieces. of thefe authors are omitted.» We 
have not Britanicus; we have not the. Mifanthrope, or the Cid, 

It.muft however be allowed, that if thofe which have been 

ranked, among the moft excellent are omitted, nothing very 

trifling or improper is introduced. 


A Letter to Philip a ejchaele, Efq. in Reply toa Charge brought 
by him againft a noble Earl of Great Britain. 8v0. 15, Riv- 
ington. | hos ot RaG Sek FE Ts ee, 

This Letter relates to a charge brought by Mr. Thickneffe 

againft a certain nobleman. ‘The charge, if not groundlefs, 

appears to have been extremely frivolous; and therefore the 
ditence if any were neceflary, muft be acknowleged fuffi- 


ciently competent. : 

Breflaw’s laf Legacy ; or, the ‘Magical Companion, Sc. 8vo. 
| 1s. - Moore. 
. The laft Legacy of a perfon now living! but deception, we 
know, is infeparable from Jegerdemain. It is unneceflary.to 

fay any: thing farther of this Magical Companion. — 
The Air Balloon; or, a Treatife onthe Acroftatic Globe. Sve. 
‘. as Kearfley. 
A whimfical difplay of the advantages which may be derived 
from. the invention of the Air Balloon. ase ye toyed 
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